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Rev P.Aasman 
R . R . z . 
Grand Valley , 
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Dear Rev Aasman 



March 15,1996 



I asked your brother if you could be interested in some 

translated sermons of the late Dr Bremmer . 

I like translating , however the translation may not be up to 

par for publishing , for me that does not really matter. 

Richard told me that he could sense that the translation was 

from the dutch language. 

He also told me that your dutch could use some help and with 

that in mind I add your name to my very short list of translated 

sermon receivers. That last sentence sounds stilted. 

But in case of translating sermons I rather have them stilted 

then me changing the meaning of the sermon itself. 

That just would not be right. 

As you may know Dr. Bremmer past away last September. On the cardl 

received from his wife were the words: 

Christue alleen Christus volkomen. 

Beautiful , and having known Bremmer , typical him. 



Sincerely yours, 
Ralph Winkel. 
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Lords Day 1 . 

The hymn of praise on the Only Comfort 
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a complete hymn of praise. To that we will now listen. 
Hear now, we speak this afternoon (morning) about: 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE ON THE ONLY COMFORT 

It embraces three points: 

1 Christ bought me; 

2 Christ preserves me; 

3 Christ gives me etarnal life. 

The Catechisme in written in question and answerform. Have you 
ever thought about that? Why did Ursinus and Oliveanus arrange 
this booklet in this way? Simply, because here a grownup in 
the church speaks to a child. He bends over the child and asks 
the questions. The child in the church answers but sometimes 
also asks questions. You could put it this way: by asking and 
answering the grownup guides the child in the church. 
He leads it into the world of God and his service. That is the 
fascinating part of the ask and question method. It is a real 
beautiful way to intimate the child in the church into the 
breathtaking world of God. Your confession does this immediately 
in the first question and answer. 

The grownup talks to the child and suddenly asks what is your 
only comfort in life and death? 

Should this first question only touch the child in the church? 
Does not the confession also speak to you and me in a direct 
confrontation with the only comfort? Don't we all have the need 
to be spoken to about the promise and the treasures of the 
Kingdom of heaven? Who does not receive the Kingdom of God as 
a child, shall surely not enter, Jesus said this in Marc 10 : 
15. Your confession leads the child into a world of aweinspiring 
realities .Let the first sentence influence you congregation. 
There you declare, that you with body and soul, in life and in 
death, are not owned by yourself but by your faithful Savior 
Jesus Christ, one by one these are essential matters so 
that you as a person in this world have to be touched to the 
core of your soul. Here you are spoken too as a human in this 
world at this time. I am, you say here, with body and soul, 
the property of my Savior. My only comfort does not only touch 
me as a human here down in this world, as a human being, who 
eats and drinks and holidays and enjoys life on this earth under 
the sun. No, that is only one side of a person. There is also 
another side, I, as a human being am a living soul, I have a 
soul. This reaches far above my bodily being. Life does not 
only consist out of eating, drinking, sleeping, marrying and 
getting children. There is something in life that goes far beyond 
that. All men realize this fact. 

Now in that way am I addressed. As a human, in the totality of 
my existense, as body and soul. Yes and then your confession 
immediately mentions life and death. We grownups, we know that. 
Death goes with us , throughout all our life. This is not something 
that comes later, that last bitter moment of really dying. 
Death goes with us as something that permamently threatens us. 
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and again Paul returns to that consolation of God ! s mercy, 
ho comforts the humble, writes the apostle in 2 Corinthians 
,7. has comforted us through the arrival of Titus, 
the same comfort theme as in Isaiah. Before Paul's eyes 
is nothing but misery and oppression. But he also knows 
God is with him, who through the coming of Titus makes 
visible and tangible. Every time God steps in with His 
rt. As in the Old and New Testament this word comfort has 
h contents. We are unable to describe it better then Ursinus 



did in his explanation of the catechisme. 
He says there in his "Treasurebook" : Comfort is the 
consideration of the mind, through which we place a certain 
good against a certain bad. Is that not an eloquent definition? 
Isaiah comforted Israel by placing the good , the power of God's 
promises over against the evil of the exile. Paul placed the 
coming of Titus, who came to help him, over against the 
difficulties he was surrounded with in Corinthe. So also today 
the Lord comforts you as you contemplate which mighty promises 
God presents to you through Christ. That you may place that 
over against the evil and temptations of this life. The Lord 
says: Look how I place over against your sins and your guild 
the finished work of My dear Son. 

Congregation : Place them all in a row. On the one side : 
all your sinsjthe dominion of the devil;the power of death over 
your life. Paul summarizes this in Romans 8; 18 in the eloquent 
expression: the sufferings of this present time. They are the 
dark shadows that fall over our lives. And now the comfort which 
God gives you^Christ has paid for all my sins. He has liberated 
me from the power of the devil. He has conquered death and 
the grave. In faith I may place all this over against the evil 
that conf rontsYby my fall into sin. That comfort is that I am 
owned by Him, my faithful Savior. I am not my own, says this 
first answer. I am Christ's. That is the reality of this 
unique comfort. He has claimed me for His own. I am His , who 
sits at the right hand of the Father and intercedes for me. 
With my baptism He already put His hand on me. Now I may put 
my hand in his for He has paid for me and bought me. Paul says 
in Romans 8: 39 Nothing will be able to seperate us from the 
love of Christ. Now here I am in this world with the only comfort 
of Lords Day 1 in my hands. By now you have understood it 
congregation. Comfort here is not an emotitt matter . Think about 
the consideration of the intellect of Ursinus.This does not 
mean that it is an intellectual matter. But your intellect 
definitely is involved. You consider, very calm and very 
emphatic, in faith, what God gives to you in your Savior, 
^nd of course, you cannot remain impassive. You , yourself are 
totally involved with your whole being. You are of your Savior 
or you are not. You are saved in Christ for eternity or you 
will be lost without Him. there is no other choice. Think about 
the ending of the first letter to the Corinthians : If anyone 
has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. 
Maranatha. This means : The Lord is coming. 

2. Christ bought me, that was the first point from this hymn 
of praise on the only comfort. Now this beautiful hymn continues. 
He preserves me too. That was the second point of this litany. 
For now this hymn of praise draws the consequence , the conclusion 
that we are bought by Christ. Listen, He preserves me so ,that 
without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from 
my head, yea , that all things must be subservient to my 
salvation. He bought me, that was one. He preserves me and that 
is now two. That preserving is part of that being bought and 
tied to being liberated from the dominion of the devil. 
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prosperity of today has made our lives more comfortable 
n in the past. On the other side of the coin our hurried way 
life increases the army of patients with physical and 
cological problems . Restlessness prevails in many lives, 
you know the rest of this unique comfort? Again: without 
will of the Father not a hair will fall from our head, 
things have to serve to my salvation. We may pray: 
the hymn of praise not only consists out of words for us, 
let it be a real thing for us. Let your Holy Spirit teach 
to sing this hymn of praise in faith. 
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Lords Day 2 . 

Sermon Reading Psalm 130 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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I AM A SINNER. 

1 , In that Gods Law discovers me 
2« Christ emphasizes this. 
3. And I assent to it. 
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young people on purpose have to be confronted with misery 
church? Don't they hear enough from the media? And don't 
see more than enough like hunger, war and terror all 
he world? In South Africa, in Middle America 
world. In our own surroundings misery touches 
, drug enslavement, you name it. Does not th|is pressing 

catechism - about misery knowledge increase the damnation 
ng that threatens our churchyouth from all sides? Because 
t damnation you can hear today's youth say : I have no 
on. Yes, and how emphatic are they spoken too. From where 

know your misery, not those from someone else. Yours, 
es the confession do this? Well , congregation think about 
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e said a while ago: about that overture , that 

Day 2 follows immediately upon Lords Day 1. 

Lords Day, right at the beginning of the catechisme , the 

of misery was heard. Do you remember the second question 

swer of that previous Lords Day? You haven't: forgotten 

ou? What - of how many parts do you need to |know in order 

e and die in the joy of this comfort? That 
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es three parts: how great my sins and misery 

how I am delivered from all my sins ans mise 

that: how I am to be thankful to God for such a 

ranee. Right there in the first Lords Day our misery is 

oven with our only comfort. The second Lords Day immediately 

nto that and we should examine something else in this 

and question number three. Today that word misery sounds 

f flat. It has been used to often. We think about all 

rrow and grief in todays world. We say to each other there 

much misery and distress. But in the past this word meant 

People that haVe been chased out of their qountry can 
ou what that means. Their passports are withdrawn. They 
ver go back to their own country, they have [lost it. 
ey have left are precious remembrances. On the television 
n hear them tell about the small village or town where 
sed to live and which they will never see again. That 
ally was in that word misery. But here it is| not about 
chased out of your country, no, the catechism here thinks 
something else. It is about being chased outj of the land 
, out of God's paradise. Those first powerful chapters 

Bible talk about that. There, in that paradise, men was 
e with God. There he lived in God's covenant!. That must 
een beautiful. God had created men after hid image. He 
ven him the garden of Eden to keep and develope. There 
at beautiful garden, a pleasure grove in meii's eyes, 
t was his. Of most importance was that he communed daily 
is God, his Father, who had given him a beaiitiful promise, 
in obedience to his Creator and Father, lived and cared 
at garden, God would give him eternal life. Then he would 
a still more beautiful world always with his God to glorify 
aise Him. God associated with man as with a | friend . Every 
e Lord came by to see man. Adam could hear Him in the 
ng of the trees in the garden and then they 
mself and the world. God had given Adam-man 
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love God and his neighbour as himself. The promise of eternal 
life and the law to love God and the neighbour: these two 
covenants words ruled the life of man in paradise ,pfou know fo 
how short a time this lasted. Man broke the law when he ate 
from the tree of good and evil. In that one law God had combi 
his whole law to test, to try him in his obedience |to Him. And 
then when man transgressed Gods law, he alienated himself fro 
God. Therefore God ousted him from paradise. Man was exiled, 
miserable, forever alienated from his Creator and Father. Toda 
society likes to use that word alienation. They say the meani 
is that man in our western industrialised society departed fr 
joy in his labour and from his real life. But the 
way deeper. Man is alienated from God and from a 
in paradise. An angel guarded the entrance with a 
But still: One thing the Lord did not do: He did 
the law to love Him and the neighbour as himself, 
from paradise, surely, but the Lord remained the 
law remained the same. Gods lovelaw kept clasping, 
speaking to us men. I think about he words God spoke to a 99 
year old Abraham: I am God almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless. (Gen 17:1) And then the Lord established his coven 
with Abraham. The old covenant demand from paradise was repea 
This same demand was tied to the hearts of the churchpatriarc 
You can see that history continues in the Bible. Idrael was 
brought out of Egypt. Under the guidance of Moses |it came to 
the mount Sinai. Watch ; again the Lord emphasizes^ his law.Wh 
was left of the knowledge of Gods law? Was there any knowledg 
about Gods covenant with Abraham , Isiac and Jacob? |The Lord Go 
found it necessary to renew his covenant with his| people and 
again emphasize his law. Congregation, the Lord did this ver 
carefully .Through Moses service He impressed the people with 
the holiness and majesty of his law. You can see the impressiv 
measures Moses takes for that. Exodus 19 does not jmince any 
words about it. For three days the Israelites hadjto sanctify 
themselves, so that on the third day they would be ready to 
meet God. They had to wash their clothes: God didjnot want to 
meet an impure, unclean people. Moses had to make a partition 
around the mountain. Who disregarded this partition would be 
shot at with an arrow. God went far in his measures. Even the 
sexual life of his people was subservient for his coming to 
Israel* Expecting the coming of the Lord they were not to 
approach their wives. Then on the third day the Lotd appears 
to Israel on the top of mount Sinai. The Bible says : the mou 
Sinai trembled. The Lord descended in smoke and fire. Lightni 
flashed around the top of the mountain and God answered Moses 
spoke to Him, with thunderclaps. The sound of a trumpet was 
heard. You can see how the Lord impressed Israel with his ma j e 
and glory. Again He impressed his people with acuteness of hi 
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law. Of course God aimed Himself in the situation 
He spoke to them in a manner they understood: through formati 
happenings which it could see and hear. That belonged to the 
situation in which Gods people were. It was necessary that it 
understood: so poweerful and so majestic is our God. The law 
which He will give us is very holy. 
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I have established my covenant with you. Y 
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Egypt they had to toil as slaves under the 
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they had to do for Pharaoh and from that 
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ago* That is the beginning of Gods holy an 
the light of that heading shine for you ov 
commandments. Then we are looking at this 
manner. How many preachers have not shown 
has to beat us down? With the preaching of 
of Sinai has to be heard. The lightning 
flash. As if we, Gods congregation of the 
be still standing at the mount Sinai and h 
on us, as the Lord did to Israel, in that 
association with his people. Congregation 
Pedagogue. He knows how to handle his peop 
that manner of speaking. Now the Lord does 
He lets his law being proclaimed through h 
the preachers of that Word. It is surely n 
Because also to us the Lord comes with the 
his commandments . Every Sunday again we he 
that He the Lord our God is, who brought u 
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allowed to hear and read these words again 
of the fulfilled work of our Savior. You a 
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congregation? No, that law of the Lord, which He proclaims in 
Christ to us, is not a stonehard law which beats u|s down and 
scares us. It is a merciful law of a merciful Father. Do you 
know what God does in His law? He again draws for us the way 
paradise was and as it will be again in the future, when God 
again will live with the people. Look, how God reveals 

Himself in his law in his glory. He is absolutely (central: we 
shall have no other gods before Him. We shall servej Him in no 
other manner as He has commanded us in his Word. We shall hold 
his Name high and holy and honor his day. Is He, ijn those four 
laws of the first table of the law, not our God? Wjould our life 
, if we served Him like that, not be a beautiful life? Does 
He not reveal Himself in those first four laws to us as a God 
worthy to be served by us? Congregation also look at the laws 
that follow on tha second table. How would our live be, people, if 
we, father and mother and all those set above us, honored the 



r truly and 
to be ours?As 
,instaed of 
does not 



way the Lord wants us to? If we loved our neighbou 
not hated him? In case we desired his wife or man 
if we not only covet what belongs to our neighbour 
honoring him? No, in his law God| 

sit as a tyrant on the throne, who scourges us with the whip 
of his law. A friendly Father shows us his loving jlaw. Again 
once more: do you want to know what God wants from 1 us in his 
law?Look then to your Christ, you Savior. Look at jHim and at 
his passage on this earth then you can see what the Lord wants 
of men. He loved the Father perfectly and He lovedj his neighbour 
as Himself. Do you know , what you can teach our Christ, our 
Savior? Hoe great and how horrible our sin and misery are. The 
gospel shows us how heavy the punishment is God has put on the 
transgressing of his law. See how your Savior wresjtles at 
Gethsamene. Hear Him ask if the cup could pass Him by. Behold 
His suffering on Golgatha. Hear Him call: my God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me? To such an extent we have violated 
Gods law, that He, in my place had to drink that cup of suffering 
In my place He has hung on the cross. I had earned! that through 
my transgression of Gods holy and merciful law. Once again I 
look at the first question and answer of this Lords Day: from 
where do you know your sin and misery? and then that answer: 
From the law of God. Now I start to understand something of 
the depth of that question and its answer. It is r|eally not 
only about a theoretical knowledge, a piece of instruction 
from the Bible in regard to the misery of men. It b;elongs to 
it and it is indespensible . But that: from where do you know? 
reaches way deeper. So you had to be, says the law, so as the 
ten commandments paints men, as God wants him to be. So you had 
to be, says the Gospel, as it shows me Christ the way He has 
fulfilled the law for me and bore my punishment of| that 
transgression. And so am I, now answers men, who wijll place 
himself open and honestly before the mirror of thijS law. So 
am I: deep in debt to this law, a violator of the jholiness of 
God in his law. I think about David in Psalm 51 when the prophet 
Nathan answers his question who robbed that poor man of his 
sheep? with: you are that man. You, David , adulterer and 
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my knowledge of my misery. Now he askes : what 
from us? Observe then how in a masterly way t 
forms the answer: it says Christ teaches us t 
Christ taught us. What a masterly touch. With 
the catechism Christ comes into play in Lords 
of deliverance. Already now the confession is 
us here in Lords Day 2, in the heart of our m 
with Christ himself. As an answer to the ques 
Gods law demands from us, the answer could ha 
that from the ten commandments. Or:out of the 
mount. Or: from the admonitions of the apostl 
do that. Suddenly it places the Savior before 
of Matthew 22, shows us Christ. You know that 
asked and so tempting Him: What is really the 
of the law? According to one school of jurist 
the fifth commandment, to honor your father a 
school said: it had to be the fourth commandm 
of the Sabbath. Come on, Rabbi of Nazereth, s 
what is your opinion? To which side do you be 
would not even consider to indicate one law t 
than any of the other. He does not let himsel 
as belonging to a party of the Pharisees. He 
the royal words: You shall love the Lord your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all y 
is the first and great commandment. Moses air 
before Israel in Deuteronomy 6:5. And then th 
Moses had said in Leviticus 19:18 : You shall 
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neighbourjas yourself. He summarizes 
two commandments depend all the law 
stand or fall with it. Is that not 
here push into the heart of the law? 
in paradise to love God and his neig 
war between what is called vertical 
The verticals emphasize what God giv 
forgiveness of sins and the atonemen 
sacrifice of his Son. The horizontal 
the commandment of neighbourly love. 
You only meet God in your neighbour. 
Our Savior stands way above this dil 
the other. You cannot truly love you 
to God. I think about the parable of 
Lazarus. Or the one about the good S 
Christ shows us clearly how the love 
love to my neighbour. How shall I tr 
I not answer the love of God, which 
my love in return? Someone once said 
is Christ himself. 

I am a sinner, that was the them 
discovers me through the Holy Sp 
that was the first part of this 
Christ sharpens that for me in h 
How shall I ever give satisfacti 
What about justifying my love to 
with whole my soul and with whol 
to love the neighbour as myself. 
If one thing is sure: then it is this: 
me* The law damnes. It condems me beca 
God nor my neighbour. For I do not do 
evil I do not want is what I do. So I 
when I want to do right, evil lies clo 
7 : 19&21 .Never try to come clean before 
You lie than, says the Kohlbrugge so c 
broken arms and legs. Yes forsure, Chr 
you really love the Lord? Do you love 
Lord I have to say it: I am a sinner, 
strayings? But who can discern his err 
Again, where would I take r 
light of this instruction, my only com 
who redeemed me of my fiuilt. 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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Lordsday Three shows who we really are 

Because it says: 

1 Who we are; 

2 What we became; 

3 How we can become different. 



1. In the theme of this sermon we spoke about Lordsday 3. 
This division of the Catechism into Lorddays came later. 
In the very first edition questions and answers followed each 
other. You can really see this in the beginning of the catechism 
How closely connected are question 6 and answer 5. You have to 
observe closely to understand the connection. In answer 5 
dismaying things were said. In a direct manner: the catechism 
says, I am inclined by nature to hate God and my neighbour. 



1A 



That is an awful thing. I, child of man, I am prone, continu 
prone, to hate God who created me and my neighbour whom He p 
beside me. If you let this influence you, a stonehard judgmen 
was given in that answer on question 5. 

And of course: immediately the question rises : how is that 
possible? How come? What is the reason for this? And that 
question Lordsday 3 puts in front of us in question and answ 
6. Is that the fault of God? Did He create us so bad and sin 
At once you think: is that not an improper question? That ca 
be true. Is it really God's fault? You should not even think 
in that direction. 

And still the Catechism puts this question on the table. You 
could say: it throws that question on the table. Not because 
it means that we should look in that direction for it,happil 
not. But the men who wrote this catechism knew that many pe 
think in that direction. And those they want to intercept an 
help with their answer. Also today you meet them, men, young 
people, who ask you: can I help it that I am what I am? Did 
I kick myself into this world? If there is a God, why does He 
not make the world different? Could He not prevent that peop 
get at each others throats, and that they make so much miser 
for each other? But is it God's fault that there is all this 
misery among men? No, the catechism does not pass by the 
difficult questions of our time. It throws them on the table 
And of course: it does this to help us, to liberate us from t 
awful questions. 

Now look, how your confession answers this question.lt does 
not make a profound argument.lt does not argue; with ,very 
theoretical, over the beginning of evil . Immediately it makes 
a faith decision 

No, it says. In the original text it says it still stronger. 
No, It .It seems as if the man speaking here, is saying: 
whichever way you want to think, this way never. No It. Someth 
like this God can never have done. For that He is God. 
Imagine that He, the holy and majestic God, would have create 
men wicked and wrong. Never. And then follow some very impor 
words. They are: God created men good and in His image. In yo 
mind underline that last word: God has created man. That ope 
up an enormous perspective. We are not here by uor own accor 
the world is not eternal. It has a beginning and beginning 
lies with God. We come as men, with our body and soul, out o 
the hand of God. He has made us. 

Because of that the confession makes a faith decision, a ver 
radical faith decision. Today we cannot get out from under t 
make that faith decision. We have been created as men by our 
holy God and we did not come into existense through evolutio 
or development . 

Let our boys and girls and also we older people never believ 
that we came into existence though evolution. You must have 
heard about the evolution theory and it good to give some 
information about this. This evolution theory was brought in 
the world by Charles Darwin, an english scientist of the 
previousage. And his theory made a profound impression on a 
lot of people. Slowly but surely all the higher things would 
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the confession calls them both by name: Adam and Eve, the first 
human couple. They both stood guilty before God. 
Congregation, these are tremendous facts which confronts us. 
Question and answer 6 brought you man as God had created him 
good in paradise.lt paints the glory of the beginning before 
your eyes, as the bible shows us in Genesis 1 and 2 . Now the 
confession takes you along to Genesis 3. There is the origin 
of sin, Man fell into sin before God through his own will. 
Perhaps you think: let it be true, let man have fallen in God ! s 
paradise and became disobedient. What have I to do with that? 
Am I accountable for that? Yes forsure, answers the confession 
in answer 7, yes forsure you are involved, you are part in all 
of it. Because, it says then, and here every word counts, because 
there our nature became so depraved, that we all are conceived 
and born in sin. The catechism does not use the word original 
sin, but it lies behind it. It is a word that the christian 
church has used through the ages to indicate what is meant here. 
Churchfather Augustinus has struggled with it. In his youth hehad 
sinned grossly and was the prey of his passions. Then later 
when he converted to Christ, he wrested with the question how 
sin ruled over his life. As large as life the words of Psalm 
51 came to him. words David wrote down after his sin with 
Bathseba. See, says David in Psalm 51:5: Behold I was brought 
forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. There 
where the origin of my life is there is also the origin of my 
depravity. A while ago we used the word original sin. The church 
never meant it to be a hereditary tax. No, it wants to say that 
the sin of the first man will be accountable to all the following 
generations. The confession here speaks of our nature that is 
so depraved that we- you and I- we all are conceived and born 
in sin. It started with Adam and after him it continues from 
generation to generation. 

Congregation think here about what apostle Paul writes in Romans 
5. There he struggled as Augustinus did, also with origin of 
sin and guilt in the world. There are two, Paul says there, 
which have been of decisive significance for all of us. In case 
you have difficulty with the confession of the original sin 
as it confessed here in answer 7, then read this part of Romans 
5 from verse 12 to the end. There the apostle puts both opposite, 
each other: Adam, the first man and Christ the second Adam. 
Starting in the beginning , in verse 12, he says that all sin 
entered the world through one man , we could translate that 
with invaded, with as a result of that, death. And on that theme 
he continues. You also have to think about verse 18 where the 
apostle writes that through one deed of trespass led to 
condemnation for all men and powerfully he puts opposite to 
that, that through one deed of r ightenousness , the 
r ightenousness of the second Adam Jesus Christ, comes the 
justification to life. Congregation, may be you asked yourself: 
but how is it possible that the sin of that one , the first man, is 
making me accountable for it? Is that righteous of God? Let Adam 
have sinned , does judgment over him strike me? We can imagine 
that you are struggling with that. But notice the fact , that 
the confesion here stresses when it speaks about Adam and Eve 



as our first ancestors. Here it is not about an individual deed 
of sin of the first men. God had made a covenant with them and 
in that covenant all of mankind was included. That is why in 
the fall and disobedience of them both also all of mankind was 
included. In them we sinned with them. In God's sovereign 
accounting of their first sin as trespass God makes us 
co-responsible with Adam. As well as God accounts to us 
Christ's actual and passive obedience in the righteousness to 
life of which Paul spoke in Romans 5:18. 
These are stone hard truths with which you are here 
confronted , but it is the reality of God's accounting of Adams 

sin and included in that is, that we sinned in him. 
It is not only about a dogma somewhere in an old book of the 
church. It is about that the catechism shows us that we all, 
yes it emphasizes: we all became sinners in Adam before God 
to the root of our existence. We cannot isolate ourselves from 
Adam our ancestor. You might think that if you only could be 
above your sins, it would not be so bad. If we only could get 
above our pride, our egoism, our sensuality. You will not get 
above these. A flower cut off from its stem, withers and decays. 
You cannot put it back on the stem. A tree that has been cut 
down is withered, allthough for a while it still seems fresh 
and green. In Adam we are depraved to the root of our existence. 
I am not only a black sheep in a white flock. I am with the whole 
flock by nature black before God. 



3. In the first place we have seen who we were as men: good 

and created in God's image in true r ightenousness and holiness. 

We also have proclaimed to you what we became: conceived and 

born in sin. Luckely the confession does not end with that. 

There is still one more question, a pressing question, but, 

asks the confession, are we so corrupt that we are totally unable 

to do any good and inclined to all evil? That little 

word , but , which is the beginning of question 8, means a lot. 

Is it really so bad, that little word says? Haven't you pushed 

to extremes the depravity of men? Indeed, says the answer, it 

is really bad. The answer to this but has to be a stone hard 

Yes. 

Only:still more is said. A new possebility is mentioned. It 

is really awful, that is sure: I fell in Adam and am rotten * 

into the root of my life. And still: It does not have to stay 

that way. no, We are not into the second part, that of 

redemption, But it throws its light ahead, here in amid the 

darkness of misery. Unless we are regenerated by the Spirit 

of God. Is that not powerful? There is ONE ,says this unless, who 

was rotten to the core of his life. There is ONE who was 

conceived and born in holiness. He did not hate God and his 

neighbour. He was not inclined to all evil. He took my guilt 

and depravity with Him to the cross on Golgotha. There He 

haspbtained the life-giving Spirit, as the Lord Supper form 

puts it so exquisite and through that Spirit he will liberate 

me from depravity and death. Through faith in Him will become 

a new creature. 

He, Jesus Christ, He says at the end of this Lordsday: I have 



told you stone hard things. You needed that. Because so you 
became while my Father had created you good. You have lost it, 
the paradise in which my Father gave you life. But you will 
get it back. I have a new paradise, the coming city of light 
with streets of gold and gates of pearl. No, that is not a 
soother for eternity as marxisme suggests. And there is also 
not a vague future expectation, as the evolution theory tries 
to sell you . 

Give Me now your hand and go go with me through life. I will 
make you into a different person. I will renew your unruly 
andcorrupt heart. I will have you born again through my Spirit. 
So shines the light amid the darkness of misery. So to put it 
in an oldfashioned manner, this third Lordsday also pushes, with 

its deep gauging of my misery, me to the only comfort in life 
and death. To Christ. 



Amen 



Lordsday 4 ; 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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God's punishment over the man without a festive garment. 



1. That punishment is earned; 

2. That punishment is eternal; 

3. It does not detract from God's mercy. 
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the Dutch Staten bible: 
he Lord , persuade men to believe 



Amen 



Lordsday 5 

Is there a way? 

Sermen by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer 
Enschede,the Netherlands 

Translated by 
R.Winkel , 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading Romans 3: 19-31 

Text Lordsday 5 

Psalm 77: 7 

After the lawrPsalm 77: 1,7 

After the creed:Psalm 79:5 

Psalm 103: 1,3,5 

Hymn 29: 1 

Psalm 106: 24. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 



On October -31 in the year 1517 a man, dressed in a monks frock, 
walked across the square before the church in Wittenberg , in 
Germany. The next day people would celebrate All Saints Day. 
It was about noon. He had a large closely written sheet of paper 
in his hand. On that were written 95, through him formulated, 
theses. They were all aimed, direct or indirect , against the 
horrible misuse, that John Tetzel,the papal envoy, made of the 
indulgence. On that piece of paper, Luther declared, for he was 
that man, that he was ready to defend those 95 theses the next 
day in public . 

The first thesis rang like a bell. As 'our Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ, speaks: Show sorrow for your sins etc. For He wants 
that the whole life of believers shall be one of penance. And 
espially the 62 th The true treasure of the church is the most 
holy gospel of the glory and the grace of God. After 14 days 
these 95 theses were known throughout all Germany and after 
a few months throughout all of Europe. 
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2. Is there a way to deliverance? So we asked in the theme of 
this sermon. You have heard the first answer . God opens the 
road, is that answer. And still it is as if the pupil who listens 
so anxiously to his teacher, did not listen attentively. Or 
that the answer slid by him. You would think: immediately he 
will ask who that Another is? No, he stays stuck in the first * 
part of the answer, that we ourselves or through another have 
to pay. It is just that he does not notice the finger pointing 
in that through Another. He only hooks into the first part. 
He has not understood the full depth of anser 12. He asks: can 
we pay ourselves? In that lies: if we now have all that devotion 
and love for God and to our neighbour, can 

we not ourselves make an arrangement with God? That pupil wants 
to work. He wants to get into action horizontally : once now we 
ourselves go and prove the righteousness in this life with 
our neighbour, don't we come into the clear with God's 
righteousness? He lays all the cards of do it yourself and of 
his devotion on the table. Pay oneself? You? I? Listen to what 
a cutting answer the confession gives here: Certainly not, it 
answers. No way. Yourself? We think here about what we heard 
in the beginning about Luther. If there was one, who tried to 
do it himself , it was he. He wanted to come into the clear with 
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all creatures, which means: He has to be at the same time true 
God. But we do not close this sermon without naming that name. 
It is Jesus. There is one in this disabled and chaotic world, 
there is one who can take us to grace, to paradise . There is One 
who can make this world livable again, who can restore God's 
peace. We show Him to you with the words of John the Baptist 
when he saw Him come to him: Behold the Lamb of God, which takes 
away the sin of the world. He is the Other. He has paid with 
the last drop of his blood for you and for me on Gogatha. 
He is God and man in one Person. He cried out: it is finished. 
God is God and justice is justice, That is as firm as a rock. 
Well now, He has paid God for us with his blood. 

On the thirty-first day of October 1517 a man walked back after 
he had nailed his theses on the door of his church. The true 
treasure of the church, was written on that paper, is the most 
holy gospei of the glory and grace of God. This Lordsday has 
laid an unshakable foundation for that gospel: in the One, 
the Other, in Jesus Christ. 
Congregation, SEEK HIM. 



Amen 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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that Redeemer is and nobody else. That is why we speak today 
about Jesus Christ as our Redeemer. That is why the theme of 
today is : 

Christ as our Redeemer. 

1 . He can be that ; 

2. He wants to be that; 

3 . He is it too . 



1. Why 
congre 
this . 
to Isr 
tribe 
inheri 
own vi 
new he 
Now it 
were I 
or sic 
could 
a day- 
had to 
credit 
for su 
There 
Once e 
ring i 
was es 
lost a 
their 
long t 
povert 
was so 
in Lev 
Redeem 
that i 
gave t 
the in 
credit 
a case 
that t 
from h 
law to 
livera 
left a 
that t 
knows 
That t 
says t 
out of 
in the 
concre 



could 
gation , 
You kno 
ael as 
every f 
tance . 
ne and 
aven an 

could 
sraelit 
kness h 
not pay 
laboure 

sell h 
or , God 
ch situ 
you wil 
very 50 
n the y 
tranged 

piece 
possess 
ime , an 
y just 

far aw 
iticus 
er is f 
s what 
o the n 
struct! 
or , who 

oblige 
he land 
e had b 

help h 
te. It 

childl 
he brot 
he proc 
hen was 
he law 
' Israel 

Script 
te then 



Boaz ac 

he was 
w how t 
an inhe 
amily , 
Every I 
his own 
d the n 
happen 
es who 
ad to s 

their 
r for s 
imself 

had , in 
ations . 
11 find 

years 
ear of 

came b 
of thei 
ions an 

half c 
after t 
ay. The 
25, the 
or us o 
he was, 
earest 
on to b 

had be 
d to ag 

was bo 
ought i 
is peop 
could h 
ess wif 
her of 
r eated 

put in 
in Deut 
. That 
ures yo 

in thi 



t like 

family 
he Lord 
ritance 
every g 
sraelit 
f igtre 
ew eart 
that an 
became 
ell the 
debts . 
omeone 
as a si 
the la 
You ca 
the la 
the pri 
the jub 
ack to 
r riche 
d their 
entur y . 
he year 
Lord h 
instit 
ldf ashi 
he red 
relati v 
uy back 
come th 
ree wit 
ught ba 
t . Yes , 
le in a 
appen i 
e behin 
the dec 
the nex 
the na 
eronemy 
law is 
u see t 
s littl 



the R 
. You 

thro 
. And 
enera 
e li v 
e . In 
h whi 

Isra 
poor e 
ir he 
Such 
else . 
ave . 
w of 
n rea 
w abo 
ests 
elee . 
the o 
s. Th 

free 

What 

of j 
ad al 
ution 
oned , 
eemed 
e of 

the 
e own 
h the 
ck by 

and 
n erne 
n Isr 
d . in 
eased 
t gen 
me of 

25:6 
even 
he ef 
e boo 



edee 

hav 
ugh 

ins 
tion 
ed o 

tha 
ch G 
elit 
r an 
rita 
an I 
It c 
Then 
Mose 
d ab 
ut t 
woul 

Tha 
rigi 
e po 
dom . 

wou 
ubil 
so f 

of 

We 

fro 
such 
land 
er o 

red 

the 
then 
rgen 
ael 

tha 

man 
erat 

the 

his 
vali 
feet 
k Ru 



mer of 
e to k 
Joshua 
ide th 

r ecei 
n that 
t lay 
od's p 
e lost 
d eith 
ge por 
sraeli 
ould e 

he be 
s , mad 
out th 
he yea 
d blow 
n all 
nal ge 
or and 

But f 
Id hap 
ee? Th 
oresee 
the Re 
speak 
m debt 

an im 

for h 
f the 
emptio 

neare 

the L 
cy . Now 
that a 
t case 

marri 
ion by 

decea 

name 
dint 

of bo 
th. Ru 



Nao 
eep 

gav 
e te 
ved 

por 
the 
eopl 

his 
er t 
tion 
te h 
ven 
came 
e ef 
at i 
r of 

the 
the 
nera 

the 
if ty 
pen 
e ne 
n th 
deem 
of a 
s an 
pove 
is b 
land 
n. H 
st k 
ord 

mea 

man 

the 
ed h 

her 
sed 
may 
oday 
th t 
th a 



mi an 

a sha 

e the 

rrito 

its p 

tion 

proph 

e sha 

port 

hroug 

.Othe 

ad to 

happe 

a si 

f icie 

n Lev 

the 

horn 

real 

tion , 

slav 

year 

if yo 

xt ye 

is, H 

er . T 

Rede 

d pov 

rishe 

rothe 

, was 

e had 

in of 

had g 

n the 

died 

Lord 

is wi 



d Ru 
r p e 

Ian 
ry o 
wn 

unde 
esy 
11 i 
ion . 
h la 
rwis 

wor 
n th 
ave 
nt p 
itic 
jubi 
, th 
esta 

The 
es g 
s is 
u go 
ar o 
e ga 
hat 
emer 
erty 
d Is 
r. T 

in 

to 

the 
iven 

law 

you 

ins 
dow . 



th? 
ye o 
d Ca 
f th 

r hi 
of t 
nher 

The 
zyne 
e th 
k as 
at h 
for 
rovi 
us 2 
lee . 
ey w 
te t 

ric 
ot b 

a 
t in 
f ju 
ve t 
word 
, an 
. Go 
rael 
he 

such 
agre 

man 

ano 

of 
ng a 
true 

Who 



Well 
n 

naan 
e 

s 

he 

it . 

re 

ss 

ey 

e 

his 
sions 
5. 

ould 
hat 
h 
ack 

to 

bilee 

hat 

d 
d 
ite v 



ther 
the 
nd 
ted 



brother , so that 
not be blotted 
f s Israel .Nowhere 
hese laws more 
nd her mother 



in law Naomi came back very 
returned from emigrating. In 
emigration, because Moab was 
did not rest upon it. Elimel 
husband of Ruth both died th 
Bethlehem , having lost everyt 
the story. You know how Naom 
possibility to combine both 
Liverate. Because farmer Boa 
related. He could become the 
closer familyrelation who was 
obligation , 

But who knows . Who knows . he 
if Boaz would be the Liverat 
noticed that he was interest 
develops the whole story as 
when you are at home. Ruths 
willingness to act as Redeem 
it is all told in a fascinat 
is: Boaz was kin and that is 
Now, congregation we again 1 
question and answer. First t 
Why, asks the confession , doe 
and righteous man? That Medi 
then your Savior ,then Jesus 
of this Lordsday. What does 
that your Savior is related? 
humanfamily. which we all to 
that, says the confession, h 
He has to be a real human be 
and me. We are a little surp 
an emphasis on this being hu 
here as a first in the very 
confessionin in the first pi 
Through the ages the church 
power. Also through the ages 
What had the old christian c 
and of Augustinus and all th 
this. You know the Nicene Cr 
instead of the Apostles' C 
confesses the being God of y 
and Light out of Light. That 
battle during the first ages 
and Athanasius held on with 
true God. 

Why does Lordsday 6 push thi 
Savior is a true man? You wo 
of that. Don't they call Jes 
they sing of Him as Jesus Ch 
to themselves as one of us? 
puts a fat line under it: Je 
You may question: how come t 
out of our family, comes so p 
is the answer: your redempti 



poor from Moab, in todays language 

this case it was a sinful 1 

a heathen country. God's blessing 
ech, Naomi's husband and Mahlon the 
ere. Now they returned to 
hing.I won't go into details of 
i, sharpwitted as she was, saw the 
these laws, the Redeemer and the 
z, by whom Ruth was gleaning, was 

Redeemer, but there was a 

first inline to take this Redemption 



may 
e an 
ed i 
writ 
trip 
er , 
ing 

why 
ook 
ake 
s th 
ator 

Chr 
that 

Tha 
geth 
e ha 
ing 
rise 
man 
f ron 
ace 
has 

thi 
hur c 
e ot 
eed . 
reed 
our 

was 

of 
all 



not 
d mar 
n Rut 
ten i 

to t 
also 
manne 

he i 
at Lo 
a loo 
e Med 
, here 
ist . 

mean 
t He 
er ar 
s to 
of fl 
d tha 
of th 
t . We 
would 
f ough 
s was 
h, th 
her c 

It m 
. Now 
Savio 

the 
the c 
he ha 



be int 
ry Rut 
h. Who 
n Ruth 
he tre 
willin 
r. The 
s call 
rdsday 
k at t 
iator 

menti 
Immedi 

that 
is mem 
e part 
be , bee 
esh an 
t the 
e Savi 

would 

empha 
t for 

attac 
e chur 
hurchf 
ust ha 

there 
r. He 
big co 
hurch . 
d: Chr 



erested . 
h? Naomi 

knows. 

3 and 4 
shing fl 
g to mar 

importa 
ed to ac 

6, at t 
he first 
have to 
oned , in 
ately He 
being a 
ber of t 

of. Ete 
ause of 
d blood 
catechis 
or. This 

expect 
size his 
this wit 
ked from 
ch of At 
athers , t 
ve been 

the chr 
is God o 
ntrover s 

Arius d 
ist , our 



And 

aire 
And t 
. Rea 
oor , 
ry Ru 
nt po 
t as 
hat f 

ques 
be a 
no on 

is t 
true 
hat 1 
has t 
God. 
like 
m lay 

is p 
that 

bein 
h all 

all 
hanas 
o fig 
read 
istia 
ut of 
y in 
enied 

Lord 



also 

ady 

hen 

d it 

Boaz 

th, 

int 

Redeemer . 

irst 

tion . 

true 

e else 

he centre 

man 

ar ge 

o be 

you 

s such 

laced 

the 

g GOd. 

its 
sides . 
ius l 
ht for 
here 
n church 

God 

that 

it 
, is 



s suddenly to the front, that our 
uld say that today's men is convinced 
us the great Re volutionary ?Don ' t 
rist Superstar ?Don ' t they take Him 
Now here comes Lordsday 6 and it 
sus Christ has to be a true man, 
hat this being man of Christ, being 
owerfully to the fore? Well, this 
on depends on it. This is as one 



piece tied to the man being of Jesus Christ. 
You should think about this. He has to be a true and real 
man, because God's righteousness insists upon this, that the 
human nature, which sinned, also pays for the sins* Again, 
congregation, again the confession confronts us with our fall 
in Adam. We don't have to go into that. We looked into that 
in the previous Lordsdays, in Lordsday 2,3, and 4. In them our 
fall in Adam was detailed. Now this is power: Christ comes as 
man to take your place. There where God's wrath is, there is 
no angel, there is no sacrificial animal, there is He. He is 
the man who paid our debt to God. I, as man, had and have sinned. 
I, as man, rebelled against the Lord God in paradise . Now , than 
God's righteousness demands, that pure holy righteousness, that 
I as man pay my debt to God? And so the gospel shows you also 
your Savior, as a true man ,as our substitute. He was hungry 
when He was tempted by the devil in the desert for bread. He 
wrested as man in Gethsemane when he was sorrowful and became 
very scared because of the cup, the Father held in front of Him. 
He moaned at the cross: I thirst. He was tempted by the devil, but 
did not sin. As man He learned obedience out from what He 
suffered. You should not imagine your Savior as someone far 
away from you. He is beside you, as man. He offers you the hand 
in your temptations. He is as man, just like you and me, gone 
through the hell of temptations. In this Lordsday 6 in question 
and answer 16, it is immediately about your only comfort in 
life and death. He has you as man, through his suffering and death, 
ransomed out of the grip of the devil and redeemed; us from all 
the debt. Yes sure, He is part of the family. He could never as 
our Redeemer have ransomed us from God's wrath, if He did not 
belong to our humanfamily. It is surprising to see how the 
apostle Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians tied 
this oldtestament institution of the redemption and applied it 
to our Savior. He writes in Corinthians 1:30 He is the source 
of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our 
righteouness and sanctif icatio and redemption . He has redeemed 
us as our Redeemer before God and to be able to do, that He has 
to be part of the family. The same as Boaz was from the family 
of Elimelech. Your Savior was a true man, says answer 16. 
He had to be that. But that is not all. Lordsday 6 places 
something beside that. It says: He also had to be a righteous 
man. You should not misunderstand this. We are inclined to think 
about righteousness as someone who is righteous and reasonable 
in his dealings. The confession does not mean that here. It 
expresses that your Savior was without sin and spotless. 
Which of you convicts Me of sin? he asks the Pharisees. 
(John 8: 46).Nobody could. He went his way without sin and 
spotless. He, our Savior and Mediator. And because of that He 
can, being a righteous man, be your Redeemer. Imagine that Boaz 
was broke . Imagine that he was deep in debt. How could he act, at 
the gate of Bethlehem, as Redeemer for Naomi and Ruth? He could 
be Redeemer, for he could pay the debt of Elimelech and give 
back to Naomi her inheritance. Once more I look at the words 
of Paul in Corinthians 1:30. He puts it surprisingly concrete: 
Christ in His own Person became to us of God, wisdom and 
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2. He can be that, He wants to be that. Now on purpose I bring 
first question and answer 19 to the fore. Actually first answer 
18 should now be focussed on. But question and answer 19 form 
a special important part of Lordsday 6 and they are not really 
done justice. That is why I now them ,in the middle of the 
sermon, with power to the front. All what we have said sofar 
about your Savior as God and man in one Person, our Redeemer, is 
once more summerized in that one little word 'this 1 in question 
19: from where do know this? There has to be ground under your feet, 
unshakeble ground, a strong foundation. We don't want to gull 
ourselves. It is about knowing forsure. No, it does not say: 
how do you practice this ? Or: how do you feel this? Or how 
do you experience this? No, the surety of faith is not built 
on human feelings. It is about knowing. Of course, not in the 
manner to know 2 times 2 is 4. It is about to know what the 
following Lordsday , Lordsday 7, amply discusses. It is about 
knowing in faith, a knowing that touches you in the core of your 
soul. Now, upon the question: from where do I know this, the 



confession gives a marvelous answer. God does not leave us 
dangling. He not only says to us ,that Jesus can be our Redeemer, 
He will also show us that He wants to be this. For that, the 
whole Gospel is the guarantor. He wants to be our Redeemer, 
for that He has given us his Word. I think once more of the 
happenings on Boaz threshing floor. There Boaz gave Ruth his 
word. He said: and now my daughter, do not fear, I will do for 
all that you ask. (Ruth 3:11) He gave Ruth his manly word. When 
she later told that to Naomi, she anawered: for the man will 
not rest, but will settle the matter today. He had given his 
word, right? Now, this is the way also with your 

Redeemercongregation . He has given his given His Word and that 
Word is called the gospel. It runs like a golden tread through 
the whole Old Testament. 
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Father , Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9: 1 and 6. 
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Lor dsday 7 . 

The dire necessity of believing. 

Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Enschede,the Netherlands. 

Translated by 
R.Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading: Luke 13: 22-30. 

Psalm 81: 1,7,9, 

After the law: Ps 80: 8 

After the creed: Ps 138: 2, 

Psalm 27: 1,2,6, 

Hymn 43 : 1 , 

Psalm 2 : 4 . 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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but fortunately: you are allowed it do so. And do you know what 
you need for it? You have to believe everything what is promised 
to us in the gospel and that the catholic christian church has 
summarized in the Aposle's Creed. 
We speak to you about: 

The dire necessity of us believing 

1. I have to belive; 

2. I am allowed to believe; 

3. I believe in communion with the whole christian church. 

1. Question 20 come to us, congregation, with a matter of life 
and death. Who will be saved? he asks. Everybody? Will all men 
get back the salvation through Jesus Christ just as they all 
were condemned in Adam? Hee , here we think, the confession talked 
about that already. Did it not explain to us in Lordsday 2 that 
not all men will be saved? The confession presented us there 
already with the horrible seriousness of not being saved, but 
to be lost forever? Is it going to go into that again? 
It does not do that. The confession is putting something else 
on the orderpaper. You have to take notice of this question 
20. What is the crux of the matter? I think that it is in the 
little words "just as" in the middle of this question .Do all 
people then get back the salvation through Christ "just as" 
they were condemned in Adam? For a moment you have to think 
back about what we discussed with you in the previous Lordsdays. 
That were two great realities. In the first place Lordsdays 
2 including 4 showed you how we ,yes forsure, we all, are 
condemned in Adam. Out of Adam f s fall welled up a dark muddy 
stream of guilt, which dragged along all men. It comes to you 
again hard as stone: All condemned in Adam. We shudder when 
we read it, but it is the reality which the bible shows us. 
Fortunately the confession does not stop there. It again opened 
the Scripture in Lordsdays 5 and 6, and it showed us how Jesus 
Christ, your Savior, came to save you. Out of Christ springs 
the clean river of God's grace. Was He not given to us to a 
complete redemption? The confession has put them side by side: 
the first Adam in whom we are condemned and firmly over against 
the second Adam in whom we are redeemed. I think that the 
confession had in mind that powerful chapter of Romans 5. 
because, the apostle writes there in verse 18: Then as one man's 
trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man's act of 
righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men. Paul 
could not define the contrast between Adam and Christ any 
sharper. Through the first Adam all come to trespasses to guilt. 
Through the second there is righteousness to life for all. Only: 
now comes the question: how does this work?Does it go by itself? 
Are you all together out of it? Is this akind of automatic: 
Condemned in Adam and saved in Christ? You realize congregation, 
that this is a matter of life and death for you. Through Christ 
will all men then be saved? No, here it is not about the question 
if God will save all men, as the doctrine of the universal 
reconciliation wants. This is not on the order paper here. 



It is about another question: how does this salvation in Christ 
touch me? Am I am to be totally passive? Will everything be 
decided without me? 

You may think: how come that the confession puts this question 
on the order paper? Is such a matter of present interest? It 
is and that is a sure thing. You have to think about the 
situation against which this question takes a firm stand-Here 
it is that your confession maintains the gospel of Jesus Christ 
over against the practise of the roman catholic church. In those 
days a personal faith did not mean much. As long as you were 
baptized and used the sacrements and did not obstruct the work 
of God f s grace, then your salvation was quaranteed. The roman 
catholic church used a typical expression for that. It said: 
A charcoal burner's faith is enough and charcoal burners were 
not the smartest people in those days. The roman theologians 
said of them: as long as they believe what the church believes 
for them, then this is sufficient. The church then becomes a 
grace instrument that gives God's grace more or less by itself 
to us. A beginning of faith was already satisfactory. 
Against this , question 20 takes a firm stand. This way you get 
a kind of inherited grace beside the original sin. The institute 
of the church will give this grace to her members. Now you have 
to watch closely, how fine the confession dismisses this. Do 
we get back our salvation through Christ, as we all are condemned 
in Adam? Is there an inherited grace beside an inherited 
(original) sin? No way, The answer of the catechism is a 
terse:No. Surely not. There is no discussion about an automatic 
present of grace. You know who will share in the grace of 
Christ? Read answer 20: only those are saved who by a true faith 
are grafted into Christ and accept all his benefits. Imagine, 
if that grace would flow to us through the institute of the 
church. Then the proclamation of the gospel would not be 
necessary .Then God would not have made that sharp division 
between the seed of the woman 

and of the seed of the serpent in the beginning of the 
salvationhistory . Then Christ, on the question if few would be 
saved, would not have answered with the call to go in through 
the narrow gate. And why did He have to warn, that many firsts 
would be last and lasts the first? No, not all will be saved 
through Christ as they all are condemned in Adam. But who then?' 
The confession does not leave you in the dark. It gives with 
round words its answer :0nly, and thickly underline that word, 
only those who by a true faith in Him, in Jesus Christ, are 
grafted into Christ and accept all His benefits . 

Your Savior is the center of this answer. You have to be grafted 
in Him and only in Him. You have to accept his ,only his 
benefits. What is this a marvelous answer. Imagine if the 
confession here answered: only the elect. Or: only those whom 
God in his eternal council would have destined for salvation. 
Many christians read this answer this way. But it is not written 
that way. The confession here puts besides each other God's grace 
and our own responsibility. These two cannot be seperated. and 
do not think that this grafting into Christ only happens in 
the eternity, as some say. Absolutely not. You will be grafted 
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if you are grafted into the olive tree of the coven 
you become one with the olive tree. This way the Ho 
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often these were made into two phases, following ea 
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not mean this. It is just looking at a painting fro 
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the man at the Beautiful gate of the temple from Ac 
Silver and gold i do not have, Peter said to him,bu 
you what I have: in the name of Jesus Christ of Naz 
Peter took his right hand and that man jumped up. H 
command in faith. He did not think: could this be t 
allowed too? Is it really for me? He jumped up in f 
about that woman who had suffered from a hemorrhage 
faith touched the fringes of his garment . She had 
touched the fringes and she was made well. then the 
Daughter your faith has made you well . (Matthew 9:22 
When I accept in faith as my Mediator and Redeemer, 
same time I know: that is not of myself. God has pu 
in his. God has grafted me into Him through the Hoi 
So the confession shows us that not all, automatic, 
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get back the salvation, as they are condemned through Adam. 
Faith is necessary for salvation, direly necessary. I have to 
believe. Is that message not timely today? Should it not be 
proclaimed in the Reformed Church? Is it enough to be a member 
of this church as it was good enough for the charcoal burner 
to believe what the church believed for him? Asking the question 
is answering it. There is no salvation without faith in Jesus 
Christ. Kiss the Son, calls Psalm 2: 12 to us, lest he be angry, 
and you perish in the way; for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
And the Psalm adds very comfortably :Blessed are all who take 
refuge in him. The confession refers to this place in the 
Scriptures by answer 20 on purpose. 



2 . I hav 
allowed 
to do it 
myself a 
Is that 
for me? 
The cate 
on the t 
What is 
: what i 
You coul 
the answ 
the whol 
are such 
in your 
who for 
one book 
heart an 
situatio 
21. It c 
a sure k 
revealed 
same tim 
but also 
r ighteou 
sake of 
from? Go 
21. What 
through 
answer . 
distinct 
and spea 
did? Th 
have to 
firm tru 
this not 
historic 
bible tr 
You beli 
in six d 
Abraham , 



e to 
to b 
, bu 
nd s 
salv 
Well 
chis 
erse 
a tr 
s a 
d al 
er f 
e ca 

que 
whol 
some 

at 
d he 
ns , 
lear 
nowl 

to 
e it 

to 
snes 
Chri 
d re 

is 
the 
They 
ions 
king 
ey m 
disc 
st . 

a r 

fai 
uely 
eve 
ays. 
Isaa 



bel 
elie 
t I 
omet 
atio 
, co 
m he 

que 
ue f 
sine 
so s 
rom 
tech 
stio 
e li 

yea 
his 

sai 
Now 
ly c 
edge 
us i 

is 
me , 
s , a 
st f s 
veal 
this 
ages 

put 
. Y 

ans 
ade 
ern 
That 
eal 
th. 

hap 
with 

You 
c an 



ieve . G 
ve , you 
am a si 
imes do 
n ,whic 
ngregat 
lps you 
stion , o 
aith? . 
ere fai 
ay : whe 
your ca 
ism. Th 
ns and 
f e as s 
rs was 
disposa 
d later 
to thos 
onsists 
, wher 
n His W 
a firm 
God has 
nd salv 
merits 
s it in 
a live 
theolo 
it on 
ou know 
wer wil 
a two s 
between 
knowin 
faith. 
That me 
pened . 
that h 
believ 
d Jacob 



od i 

may 
nful 
ubt 
h Ch 
ion 

wit 
n wh 
he a 
th? 
n is 
tech 
at i 
answ 
piri 
in a 
1. H 
th 
e im 

out 
eby 
ord . 
conf 

gra 
atio 
. An 

my 
ly a 
gian 
the 

the 
1 be 
tage 

fai 
g is 
Abou 
ans : 
You 
isto 
e th 

and 



s asking thi 
ask ? I wan 
person . I o 
if God f s pro 
rist gives b 
let us take 
h your anxio 
ich this who 
sks. in the 



s from me. But am i 

t to do it, I would love 

ften am at odds with 

mises are for me. 

ack to me, now really 

a look at question 21. 

us questions. It focuses 

le Lordsday depends. 

older printings it says 



faith 
ism da 
s not 
ers wh 
tual b 

conce 
e knew 
at the 
portan 

of tw 
I acce 

That 
idence 
nted f 
n , out 
d you 
heart 
nd spe 
s have 
cuttin 
n how 

mutil 

r ocke 
th as 

the f 
t that 

That 
believ 
ric fa 
e stpr 

th at 



a rea 
ys? A 
necess 
ich y o 
aggage 
ntrati 

some 
se hel 
t Lord 
o part 
pt as 
is one 

that 
or give 
of mer 
know w 
throug 
aking 

throw 
g tabl 
it goe 
ated , 
t out 
a sure 
ir st s 

knowi 
all wh 
e that 
ith, t 
ies of 
of the 



1 fa 
per 
ar y 
u ha 
. I 
on c 
cate 
ped 
sday 
s. F 
true 
. An 
not 
ness 
e gr 
here 
h th 
answ 
n th 
e of 
s. T 
Do y 
of i 
kno 
tage 
ng ,i 
at i 
wit 
hat 
the 
peo 



ith? D 
son ca 
either 
ve to 
read a 
amp . H 
chism 
him in 
s belo 
aith i 

all w 
d then 
only t 

of si 
ace , o 

that 
e gosp 
er. Of 
emselv 

their 
hen su 
ou kno 
t . The 
wledge 

of th 
t is o 
s writ 
h an h 
God cr 

patri 
pie o 



o yo 
nnot 
. St 
take 
bout 
e di 
Lord 

dif 
ngs 
t sa 
hat 

no 
o ot 
ns , e 
nly 
fait 
el, 

cou 
es o 

dog 
ch a 
w wh 
y sa 
an 
e ro 
nly 
ten 
isto 
eate 
arch 

Isr 



u re 

rem 

ill 

alo 

som 

d no 

sday 

f icu 

answ 

ys, 

God 
2 : a 
hers 
verl 
for 
h co 
says 
rse 
n th 
mati 
liv 
at t 
id: 
d as 
cket 
soca 
in t 
ric 
d th 
s , o 
ael . 



member 

ember 

there 

ng 

eone 

t have 

by 
It 
er 
is 
has 
t the 

9 

asting 
the 
mes 
answer* 

is 

c 

ely 

hey 

you 

a 
.Still 
lied 
he 

faith 
e world 
f 
f 



v ou believe . ^ T nu 
Y that Jesus Chr 

and that he did miracles. 

the cross on Golgotha and 

You hold all this to be tr 

thing. That shows up in th 

In its speaking of answer 

in the second stage of the 

believing anymore. Do you 

denominatios in our countr 

church, only a confession i 

Doing confession of the 

a confession of faith. The 

comes later. The first sta 

a ways in the direction of 

you really close to Him. A 

in the first part of answe 

in mind than in the second 

so. Already in the way answ 

fir stpart , excludes that. I 

a sure knowledge, whereby 

revealed to us in His Word 

God has revealed to us on 

saving? 

Can I hold as true God f s 

it touching my heart? Wit 

existense? Think about th 

saud to him: look at the 

have to have seen that br 

of Berseba to understand 

by artificial light or fo 

there in the sky. So shal 

his friend. And Abraham b 

15:6, literally it says t 

promises. He reckoned the 

says answer 21 that also: 

accept with your heart al 

Word. Should I accept as 

and not at the same time 

God in worship and humili 

the Lord Jeusus has shed 

me fleeing to Him with al 

grave on Eastermorning wi 

also for me has conquered 

God through Him? How can 

as truth that there is al 

the Father with its many 



ist 
You 
that 
ue . 
e se 
21 a 
fai 
know 

y i w 
s of 

tru 

rea 
ge o 

the 
s if 
r 21 

par 
er 2 

rea 
I ac 
. Is 
ly a 



is b 
also 

he 
But , 
cond 
bout 
thro 
, th 
here 

tha 
th, 
lity 
f th 

Lor 
, CO 

wou 
t. F 
1 is 
d th 
cept 

in 
n hi 



orn 

bel 
was 
this 

par 

the 
cket 
at t 

con 
t hi 
they 

of 
e ro 
d, b 
ngre 
Id h 
or t 

for 
ere , 

as 
acce 
stor 



out of 

ieve 

resurr 

reall 
t of t 

firm 
, it i 
here a 
f essio 
storic 

call 
faith , 
cket p 
ut the 
gation 
ave a 
his is 
mulate 

that 
true 
pting 
ic fai 



the 
that 
ected 
y is 
his a 
conf i 
s not 
re ch 
n of 

fait 
that 
the s 
ushes 

seco 
, you 
diffe 

abso 
d in 
a tru 
all w 
as tr 
th? I 



virgin 
he die 

at Ea 
not th 
nswer . 
dence , 

about 
ur ch 
faith 
h? 

there , 
alvati 

you q 
nd sta 
r conf 
rent f 
lutely 
that 
e fait 
hat Go 
ue all 
s that 



Mary 
d on 
ster . 
e real 

there , 
historic 



in 



the 



not 
on part , 
uite 

ge brings 
ession 
aith 

not 

h is 
d has 

what 

not 



own 
hout 
e be 
star 
illi 

wha 
g. c 
1 yo 
elie 
here 

Lor 

tha 
1 th 
trut 
come 
atio 
his 
1 my 
thou 

dea 
men 
so a 
mans 



Word 

me 
auti 
s Ab 
ant 
t th 
ount 
ur i 
ved 
: Abr 
d Go 
t fa 
at G 
h th 

bef 
n? S 
bloo 

gui 
t a 
th a 
beli 

pla 
ions 



, his 
being 
ful st 
raham , 
starry 
at mea 
less s 
ssue b 
the Lo 
aham s 
d to b 
ith is 
od has 
at God 
ore su 
hould 
d on G 
It? Sh 
ccep ti 
nd tha 
eve in 
ce for 
? 



own p 
invol 
ory o 
try 
sky 
ns . I 
tars 
e , Abr 
rd, i 
aid a 
e tru 
a tr 
reve 
has 
ch a 
I ace 
olgot 
ould 
ng as 
t I a 
heav 
him 



romi 
ved 
f Ab 
to c 
abov 
t is 
spar 
aham 
t sa 
men 
stwo 
ue k 
aled 
cr ea 
grea 
ept 
ha a 
I be 
tru 
m ri 
en w 
in t 



ses , 
with 
raha 
ount 
e th 

not 
kle 
, sa 
ys i 
to G 
rthy 
nowl 

to 
ted 
t an 
as t 
n di 
liev 
th, 
ghte 
itho 
he h 



without 

my whole 
m when God 

them. You 
e desert 

obscured 



id G 
n Ge 
od's 
. An 
edge 
us i 
the 
d ma 
ruth 
ed w 
e th 
that 
ous 
ut a 
ouse 



od to 
nesis 

d so 

to 
n His 
world 
j estic t 

that 
ithout 
at open 

Christ 
before 
ccepting 

of 



Here already your conf ession , in the first part of this answer, 

speaks and becomes personal. I, it says, I accept as true all 

that God has revealed to us in His Word. I am in the community 

of the church, among the multitude of believers, which no one 

can count. It is to us, all of us who believe, revealed. 

But I accept it as the truth. 

Can you really accept something as truth, without it having 
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church they originated , those 12 articles. At the 
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er almighty , says the person to be baptized. And in Jesus 

e or she continues, and in the Holy Spirit, added those 
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faith . Someone compared the catechism with a roaring river highin 
the mountains is its spring, the confession of God Almighty 
Then it flows on: to Jesus Christ and all his work done for 
us. At the river's end it comes to those last articles with 
that mighty view: forgiveness of sins, resurrectionof the flesh 
and eternal life. It will be enjoyable to discuss these articles 
with you in the following Lordsdays. No. the Reformation did 
not found a new church. It joined the old christian church of 
the apostles, martyrs and churchpatriarchs . 
Once more I think about that question of someone in the 
beginning: Are there only a few that will be saved? Fight to 
go in through the narrow gate, answered the Lord Jesus. Not 
all will be saved but only those who deny themselves and in 
faith trust God the Father and God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. Lordsday 7 holds out a helping hand. 

Generously, amply, regal. Grab that hand. Without faith you 
cannot go through the gate. You cannot go to eternity with less. 
It is about you, about all of us, about the honor of our God. 



Amen 



Lordsday 8* 

I believe in God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit 



Sermon by the 

late Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 

Enschede , 

The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading : 1 John 5 , 

Text: Lordsday 8, 

Psalm 150: 1,3. 

After the law: Psalm 147 :7, 

After the creed: Psalm 18: 16, 

Hymn 2: 1,2,3, 

Hymn: unknown, 

Hymn A3: 1,3. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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so learn to worship 



Him and totally depend on Him. 

OUR BELIEF IN GOD THE FATHER, GOD THE SON, AND GOD THE HOLY 

SPIRIT. 

1 . So we know Him ; 

2. So we confess Him; 

3. So we depend on Him. 

1. One of the things , brothers and sisters, with which modern 
man has so much difficulty, is that belief in God. Can you really 
get to know God? This is asked by many. The agnostic, the idea 
that men of the things outside of what you can see and feel 
have no knowledge, is strong in our time. That it rains, you 
can verify. Go outside, then you notice it and you put up your 
umbrella. You can also verify lightning. You can take a picture 
of it. When it storms, doors begin to rattle. But God? Can you 
prove that God exists? Can you convince an unbelieving scientist 
that God exists? Not a single proof or experiment has established 
that fact. 

Still there always have been theologians who think that you 
can prove God. Especially the r omancatholic theology is very 
emphatic about this. All things, the roman-catholic theologians 
say, have an origin. That you exist finds its origin in that 
you have a father and mother. That outside a tree grows, finds 
its origin in the fact, that some time ago it was 
planted . Etcetera . One finds its origin in the other. And if 
you reason backwards, then eventually you end up by the first 
origin of all things, who themselves were not caused. The first 
origin of all things bring everything into motion. And that 
is God . 

They also have other proofs. So they say: all things have a 
purpose. The one purpose is aimed at the other and finally you 
will get to the highest purpose of all things in this world. 

The first origin and that highest purpose, they then call God. 
You can, say these theologians, also approach the existence 
of God from another angle. They assume that virtues will be 
rewarded and evil will be punished. That does not always happen 
in this world. Not every good deed is rewarded and not every 
wrong is punished. Because of that, there has to be a higher 
Being, God, who ultimately, in the here-after, will reward virtue 
and punish evil. They try to prove this through their subtle 
reasonings that God exists. 

Congregation, none of these reasonings has ever brought one 
to believe in God. There is much to be said against it. 
How do you know, ask the evolutionists, that behind all things 
lays a first Origin, that in itself does not have an origin? 
Matter is eternal and has always existed. Do not all things 
have a purpose? It does not seem that way, others say. The world 
is really in chaos. And what that rewarding of virtue and 
punishing of evil concerns in the life hereafter: who can prove 
that?On the basis of human reasonings no one is ever brought 
to believe in the triune God. Faith does not rest on reasoning. 
That is why the first of the 12 articles start with the words: 
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2. You may think , nowhere the catechism is using the word trinity. 
Iv only speaks of God the Father, of God the Son and of God the 
Holy Spirit. This is true. In fact: the word trinity is not 
in the Bible at all. Are the Jehovah witnesses then right? 
Are the Jews then right when they put over against the christian 
doctrine of the trinity Of God the Sjemang Jisraeel from 
Deuteronomy? Your confession knows that this question can rise 
with you and that is why in question 25, it again gives the 
pupil the right to speak. He asks anxiouly , why do you name 
three Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, while 
there is only one God? The catechisme, on purpose, places by 
this question, the text about God being one from Deuteronomy 
8. It is as if it wants to say: it is written here. Congregation 
pay attention to answer 25. It is a poerful and convincing 
answer. The confession sweeps away all doubt about the trinity 
of God. It answers: Because God has so revealed Himself in His 
Word that these three distinct persons are the one , true , eter nal 
God. Is that not a convincing answer? Your confession here bases 
itself directly on God's Word. It does not do this very often. 



Mostly it places texts from Scripture und 
answers. Except the odd time, as an exampl 
the sacrements, it comes with the whole W 
those who contradict the trinity. Is is a 
Open you Bible. Read the Scriptures from 
Revelations twenty two. Everywhere God ma 
to us in three Persons: as Father, Son an 
necessary the church must dare to speak a 
Power ful , confessing and to those who cont 
to be quiet. There is a lot being wagered 
read the Athanasian creed , the great chu 
fourth century after Christ? Via him the 
in the first article: Whosever will be sa 
it is necessary that he holds the catholi 
to the point article 2 says: which faith 
keep whole and undefiled, without doubt h 
everlastingly. And if you still have ques 
faith is all about, read article 3: And t 
this; that we worship one God in Trinity, 
This way the old church confessed it and 
Reformation in answer 25 concurs. So, in 
made known Himself in his Word. 
You think: are there really places in Scr 
many words, speak of God's trinity in one 
they are there and we will name them too. 
your Savior has spoken of the Father like 
the last words in the holy gospel of Matt 
close to ascend to heaven. He has called h 
for the last time there on a mountain in 
he will ascend to heaven from Jerusalem, 
his last instructions. Hear the regal wor 
his lips. Me is given, all the power in h 
All things are subordinate to Him, to Him 
But his pupils should not stay together 
He sends them out, into the world. Now fo 
commission. Go then, says your Savior, mak 
my disciples. They have to go to the ends 
then He continues with: baptizing them in 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
everything what I commanded you. Can it b 
Jesus joins here clearly to what hap 
baptized by John the Baptist. There at th 
public appearance in Israel, God the Fathe 
as His Son. And lo, writes Matthew in chap 
words, and lo, and see, are in the gospel 
attention. And see, a voice from heaven s 
Son, with whom I am well pleased. And one 
the heavens opened and He saw the Spirit 
and come upon Him, Jesus Christ. Immediate 
the gospel, Matthew shows us , that Father 
belong together. Indeed God has made Hims 
Word. One more text of proof: when Paul c 
to the Corinthians, he prays in 
which congregation was close to his heart 



er the questions and 

e in the doctrine about 

ord of God over against 

s if it wants to say: 

Genesis one to 

kes known that He comes 

d Holy Spirit. When 

bout this. 

radict telling them 

here. Have you ever 
rch patriarch of the 

old church confessed 
ved , before all things 
c faith. And then right 
except every one do 
e shall perish 
tions what the catholic 
he catholic faith is 

and Trinity in Unity, 
the confession of the 
three Persons God has 



ipture by 
? Sure, c 
No one 
this. I 
hew: Your 
is discip 
Galilee . 
But now H 
ds which 
eaven and 

the Son 
there in 
Hows his 
e all the 
of the e 
the name 
teach th 
e more co 
pened whe 
e beginni 
r had spo 
ter 3. Wh 
,we bette 
aying : Thi 
e more : 
of God de 
ly, at th 
,Son and 
elf be kn 
loses his 
2 Corint 
, a bless 



wit 
ongr 
less 
thin 

Sav 
les 
In a 
e gi 
flow 

on 
of m 
Gali 

gre 

nat 
arth 

of 
em t 
nvin 
n He 
ng o 
ken 
en t 
r pa 
s is 
and 
seen 
e be 

Hoi 
own 

sec 
hian 
ing 



h in 
egati 

than 
k abo 
ior i 
toget 

whil 
ves t 

from 
earth 
en . 
lee . 
at 

ions 
. And 
the F 
o kee 
cing? 

was 
f his 
to Hi 
hese 

y 

my b 
see , 
d as 
ginni 
y Spi 
in hi 
ond 1 
s 13: 
to of 



so 
on , 

ut 

s 

her 

e 

hem 



into 

ather 

P 



m 
little 

eloved 

ajdove 

ngjof 

rit 

s 

etter 

13, 



the t 
of Go 
be wi 
commi 
congr 
voice 
of th 
that 
the a 
He ha 
Who i 
congu 
God i 
the F 
as on 
all w 
That 
Testa 
For s 
is va 
Chris 
with 
Testa 
churc 
of th 
with 
our 1 
God s 
of th 
That 
delib 
in th 
f orwa 
God g 
The L 
The L 
In th 
to th 
Son a 
to us 
said 
recog 
The p 
Peson 
God h 
Scrip 
misun 
and v 
conf e 
sound 
shame 
socie 
and r 
with 



riune God 
d and the 
t h you a 1 
ssion of 
egation w 
s in the 
e church. 
Jesus is 
postle Jo 
s proclai 
s it , he 
ered the 
s? Three 
at her, th 
e . ( 1 John 
ords shal 
was evide 
ment? som 
ure not. 
lid that 
t has to 
the readi 
ment is f 
h does no 
e trinity 
the creat 
ikeness . 
peaks abo 
e Old Tes 
is why we 
eration a 
e Old Tes 
rd if it 
ave throu 
ord make 
ord lift 
e last te 
e fore . H 
nd gives 

in Chris 
the Lord 
nizes in 
upil anxi 
s , while 
as made H 
tures spe 
derstandi 
ery caref 
ssion are 

of worsi 
ful to re 
ty. The c 
espect th 
reverence 



: the 

fell 
1. He 
Chris 
ith t 
old c 

The 
God's 
hn ha 
med w 
cried 
world 
there 
e Wor 

5: 5 
1 be 
nee o 
eone 
Only 
the 
be re 
ng an 
ulfil 
t kee 

of G 
ion o 
The c 
ut Hi 
tamen 

expl 
mong 
tamen 
is ab 
gh Mo 
his f 
up hi 
xt CO 
e tak 
it to 
t . So 
to Mo 
the h 
ously 

God 
imsel 
ak ab 
ng , t 
ul Th 

the 
p in 
ad th 
hurch 
e one 

of F 



grace 
owship 

really 
t gave 
hat tri 
hurch w 
same as 

Son a 
s strug 
ith pow 

to the 

, than 

ar e , h 
d and t 
-7) In 
counted 
ut of t 
may ask 
we have 
Id Test 
ad that 
d study 
led in 
p the 
od. Loo 
f man:L 
hristia 
mself a 
t does 
ain thi 
the thr 
t which 
out God 
ses to 
ace shi 
s count 
mes the 
es it o 

us to 

they s 
ses .Who 
ighprie 

asked 
is one. 
f known 
out thi 
he conf 
ese thr 
one , t 
this an 
e cursi 

worshi 
, true 
ather , 



of the 
of the 

under 
him th 
une Na 
hich s 

today 
nd the 
gled w 
er tha 

heret 

who b 
e cont 
he Hoi 
the mo 

as tr 
he New 
. Do w 

to re 
ament 

way . 
ing of 
the Ne 
Id Tes 
k up G 
et us 
n chur 
s plur 

not k 
s spea 
ee Per 

the c 
's tri 
Aaron : 
ne upo 
enance 

appro 
ut of 
posses 
hall 1 

reads 
st ble 
how th 
Now , 
: in t 
s. To 
ession 
ee dis 
rue an 
swer ? 
ng in 
ps. Th 
and et 
Son an 



Lord Jesu 

Holy Spir 
stood tha 
e boldness 
me. 0, sur 
poke again 

they did 

Holy Spir 
ith these 
t Jesus is 
ics and th 
elieves th 
inues, who 
y Spirit : 
uth of two 
ue. That i 

Testament 
e have to 
alize that 

from the 
That is ou 

the Scrip 
w. That is 
tament clo 
enesis 1 : 2 
make man i 
ch of old 
al . Hebrew 
now maj est 
king of Go 
sons . Ther 
hristian c 
nity . We t 

The Lord 
n you, and 

upon you, 
piate work 
the concil 
s in peace 
ay my name 

the Scrip 
ssing God ' 
e church c 

we hear t 
hree disti 
make sure 

adds some 
tinct Pers 
d eternal 
The world 
the media 
e church w 
ernal God. 
d Holy Spi 



s Christ and 

it 

t the baptiz 

to bless th 
e, There wer 
st this cath 
not want to 
it God. Espe 
heretics in 

the Son of 
e congregati 
at Jesus the 

witness in 
and these th 

or three wi 
s valid here 
. How about 
keep that cl 

the golden 
the fulfilme 
r faith star 
tures. The 

why the chr 
sed with the 
6. There God 
n our image 
has used thi 
, the origin 
yplural as w 
d as a godl 
e is one mor 
hurch likes 
hink here ab 
bless and ke 

be gracious 

and give yo 

of the Holy 
iatory work 
, which He p 

on the Isra 
ture as a un 
s triune Nam 
ould speak a 
he answer, 
net Persons, 
that there i 
thing . Very 
ons , says t 
God. Do you 
curses God. 
and to hear 
orships with 

Her prayers 
rit. It bles 



the love 

ing 
e 

e already 
olic belief 
accept 
cially 
his letters 
God. 
on, who 
Son of 
heaven : 
ree are 
tnesses 



the 
osed? 
rule 
nt in 
ting 
Id 

istia 
conf 
says 
, aft 
s as 
al la 
e do . 

y 

e pla 
to br 
out w 
ep yo 

to y 
u pea 

Spir 
of th 
r esen 
elite 

it, 

e . 
bout 



Id 

here 

point 

n 
ession 

er 

proof . 
nguage 



ce 

ing 

hich 

u : 

ou , 

ce . 

it 

e 

ts 

s 



three 



all the 
s no 

reverently 
he 

hear the 
It is 
it in 

reverence 

speak 
ses with 



that 

back 

Cong 

In t 

sees 

Imag 

had 

love 

He w 

This 

has 

they 

only 

3. N 

as t 

how 

Now 

to y 

not 

is i 

conf 

thre 

in a 

to s 

Fath 

you 

As D 

birt 

are 

In H 

God 

all 

God 

all 

The 

the 

He t 

the 

God 

the 

Fath 

is h 

bapt 

be h 



holy 

into 
regat 
hat g 

Him 
ine , 
stepp 

not 
ould 

is t 
poure 

come 

and 



Name 
the 
ion , 
odly 
comin 
if Go 
ed ou 
had g 
have 
he mi 
d out 
toge 
etern 



her 
worl 
you 
ma j e 
g to 
d ha 
tsid 
iven 
been 
ghti 

Him 
ther 
al G 



ow w 
he T 
we w 
we w 
our 
a co 
ndee 
essi 
e Pe 
nswe 
ee . 
er , a 
have 
avid 
h , w 
thro 
im , G 
the 
evil 
the 
my s 
Holy 
clea 
akes 
cong 
is t 
Lord 
er ,S 
ow w 
ism . 
is g 



e co 
rini 
orsh 
ill 
atte 
nf es 
d a 
on . 
r son 
r 25 
It a 
nd o 

bee 

cri 
e ma 
wn a 
od t 
Fath 

or 
Son 
ins 

Spi 
nsin 

us 
rega 
he G 

is 
on a 
e co 
Bles 
lori 



me to 
ty. Th 
ip God 
see ho 
ntion 
sional 
clear 
Real n 
s in G 
.But i 
d d s : w 
f the 
n thro 
es in 
y say : 
t our 
riune , 
er pro 
turn i 
promis 
and un 
rit pr 
g from 
by the 
tion o 
od of 
one . H 
nd Hoi 
nf ess 
sed be 
ous na 



mem 
d. I 
have 
sty 

his 
d no 
e Hi 

it 

a s 
est 
self 

in 
od , 

the 

at w 

in 
w we 
the 

wri 
and 
ice 
od , 
t ad 
e ar 
Son 
wn o 
Psal 

Upo 
bapt 

lay 
mise 
t to 
es m 
ites 
omis 

my 

han 
f th 
my b 
ear , 

y s P 

Him . 

the 

me f 



ber s 
t do 

a w 
He c 

chi 

Son 
msel 
to h 
tiff 
and 

in 
the 
whom 

last 
as t 
his 

can 
shor 
ting 
comp 
how 
it 1 
ds s 
e al 
and 
n th 
m 22 
n yo 
ism 
s th 
s to 

our 
e th 

me 
es t 
sins 
d an 
e el 
apti 

Isr 
irit 

So 

Lor 
orev 



which after the church service go 
es that reverently, praising God. 
onderful and majestic God. 
omes to us in his Word. The faith 
ldren as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
. Imagine, that He in that Son not 
f and from eternity in his eternal 
is Son. How could He have loved us? 

God, the way Islam sees Allah, 
deepest in our confession, that God 
His Godly love in His Son and that 
Holy Spirit. So He is for us the one, 

we worship . 



poi 
he f 
bein 

dep 
t su 

of 
rehe 
it t 
iter 
omet 
so b 
of t 
e tr 
:10 
u ,F 
in o 
e un 

pro 

ben 
at H 
with 
o me 

and 
d br 
ect . 
sm , H 
ael : 
. Th 
we m 
d , t 
er . ( 



nt . 
irst 
g Fa 
end 
mmar 
the 
nsiv 
akes 
ally 
hing 
apti 
he H 
iune 
upon 
athe 
ur y 
shak 
vide 
ef it 
e wa 
Him 
wha 
the 
ings 



We h 
par 
ther 
on t 
y in 
ref o 
e mi 
in 
cop 
and 
zed 
oly 
Nam 
the 
r, S 
outh 
able 
me 



ave se 
t . The 
, Son a 
his Go 

your 
rmed c 
rr or o 
answer 
ies th 

that 
in the 
Spirit 
e of G 
e I wa 
on and 
* 

found 
with a 



shed me in 
in His de 

t I have i 
daily ren 
us into e 



en how we know God 
n we thought about 
nd Holy Spirit, 
d . Here we bring 
churchbook. It is 
hurches, but it 
f our reformed 

22: why we confess 
e catechism answer 
is what we want 

name of the 
. Congregation, 
od at your baptism, 
s cast , upon my 

Holy Spirit , we 

ation of my life. 
11 good and avert 

His blood from 
ath and resurrection 
n Christ, namely, 
ewal of my life , 
ternal life, into 



ear Israel: the Lord is our God; 



the Lord is our 
at is the way we 
ay depend on Him 
he God of Israel 
Psalm 72:19) 



God : He is 

know Him. That 
the God of our 
And blessed 



Amen, yes Amen 



Lordsday 9. 

The first article: My God and my Father 



Sermon by the 

late Dr.R H Bremmer 

Enschede , 

The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel . 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading: Psalm 121, 

Text: Lordsday 9, 

Psalm 33 : 1,5, 

After the law: Psalm 34: 7, 

After the creed: Psalm 35; 9 

Psalm 121: 1,2,3, 

Psalm 146 :3, 

Psalm 145: 5. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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THE CHURCH CONFESSES IN THE FIRST ARTICLE ITS FAITH IN GOD THE 
FATHER. 

It speaks about: 

1. Its richness in faith, 

2. Its trust in faith, 

3. Its foundation in faith. 

1. Have you ever noticed how carefully the formulation is of 
question 26, the beginning of this 9 th Lordsday? This time 
you do not hear it say: what do you know about these words or 
what bebefit is it to you? No, very simply but still intrusivel 
v o ii r r.onfeRRi'on savs: wh a t do vou believe when vou sav: 




g „ 

have a problem with it. Don't let it frighten you. Take a good 
t that long answer. As you can see the answer is really 
When you calmly look at the answer, you see that 



speaks to you about the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chris 
You hold unto this. You cannot speak a sensible word about God 
outside of Christ. Think about these words from the beginning 
of the gospel of John: No one has ever seen God; the only Son, 
who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made Him known. 
(John 1: 18) God the Lord is from eternity the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and our Savior is from eternity the Son of 



Here your confession confronts you with with great and profound 
matters of faith. Have you ever thought about what it means 
that God from eternity the Father is of Jesus Christ and He 
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Perhaps you may know that old childrens song: 0, we children, 
we live happily like little birds for the Lord above cares for 
you and me. This sounds childish and may be you ask, if this 

song is relevant for grown ups. It makes a lot of sense when 
put against the background of the words of the Savior in the 
sermon on the mount. 
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answer 26 is not at the end. It has kept back something 
something especially comforting . the answer continues 
trust so completely as to have no doubt that He will 
to my good whatever adversity He sends me in this life 

ession has been blamed for here it proclaims a 

y pessimism. That sorrowful life: does the catechism 

onfront us with that? What do you think: is your 

n here not realistic? No, It is not pessimistic, but 

realistic. So is life is it not? Did not Moses speak 
1 and trouble in Psalm 90? Have you ever been in a 

Have you ever visited someone in a psychiatric 
on? Have sorrow and harm never surprised you? Does 
so happen to God T s children: an incurable illness 
and with the news about it, you have to be ready for 
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me of the Lord. He only could do that for he 

is also in the adversity that comes to his child 
re He is different than with the unbelievers. Tha 

answer 26 in full. The church says here: He will 
d whatever adversity He sends me. Answer 26 close 
he apostle Paul in Romans 8. He says in vers 28 o 
t chapter: we know that in everything God works f 

those who love him, who are called according to 
We really can have a problem with this. Sometimes 
ficult to accept: all things will turn to my good 

the apostle write this? Congregation, he could d 

because he saw the grief and sorrow in the pers 

ty.Read vers 18 of this same chapter. There again 

peaks with certainty about Jesus Christ. He write 

consider that the sufferings of this present time 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed 
here holds a scale in his hand. In the one bowl h 
1 the grief of today. With that he means all the 

between the fall in paradise and the return of t 
s. All that suffering: illness , grief , sorrow , dying 
1 that thrown into one bowl, does not weigh up ag 
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all adversities to my good. Sometimes you may also see this 

in this life. 

We think here about the story of Joseph. 

When Jacob has died, his brothers begged Joseph for 
forgiveness for what they had done to him. They threw themselves 
facedown before him. Hear now what Joseph answered: 
Fear not, for am I in the place of God? You meant evil against 
me - did they not sell him into Egypt? - but, he then 
continues ; but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive. (Genesis 50: 20) 
Because we have the promise that God will turn all adversity 
He sends us, to our good, we may in need with prayer seek his 
face, the face of the Father. When Sanherib besieged Jerusalem 
and because of that King Hezekiah came into great 
distress , Hezekiah spread the blasphemous letters of Sanherib 
before the face of God and prayed; Thou hast made heaven and 
earth. Incline thy ear o Lord and hear. 2 Kings 19: 16. 
Because we can call upon a Father, who created heaven and earth 
we can also place our greatest needs before Him. 
He is Father and He has at His disposal all the power of 
salvation . 
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you at the beginning that every 
begins with a votum: 

the Lord who made heaven and earth 
Father. You may lean on Him, not 
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Amen 



Lordsday 10 



JUST FOLLOW HIM QUIETLY 

Sermon by the 

late Dr ,R . H . Bremmer , 

Enschede , 

The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Ed mnonton, Alberta. 



Reading: Psalm 23, 
Text Lordsday 10, 
Psalm 147: 1, 
After the 
After the 
Psalm 23 : 
Psalm 146; 
Psalm 138: 



law: Psalm 81: 7,8, 
creed: Psalm 73: 8. 

1.2.3. 

4. 

4. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sometimes little happenings have great consequences. Time and 
time again the Bible shows this to you. As an example we think 
about the story of the Jewish girl Esther. One night King 
Ahasuserus did not sleep well, so he had someone come to read 
from the cronicles of his kingdom. From that it was discovered 
that Mordecai had saved the life of Ahasuserus. He had brought 
to light an attempt to kill the king, but he was never rewarded 
for doing so. This was for Ahasurerus a reason to summon Mordecai 
and so the wicked plans of Haman were foiled. 

There would be many more examples to name. We also think about 
the Jewish girl that worked in the house of Naaman the Syrian. She 
brought about that Naaman looked for a cure by the prophet Elisha 
and through that came in contact with Jahveh, the God of Israel. 
Sometimes little happenings have great consequences . The Bible 
and also our own daily experiences prove it again and again 
Now here you confess in Lordsday 10, that small as well as great 
things are under the guidance of God. All things, again all 
things do not happen to us by chance, but come to us out of 
His fatherly hand. That confesses answer 27. 

Father cares for us and takes us, his children, by his Fatherhand. 
Lordsday 10 connects beautifully to the previous catechism 
Lordsday 9. There you confessed that God for the sake of Christ 
is my God and my Father. Now you pick up the thread again and 
you confess that now God wants to be your Father in Christ, 
that nothing in your life will befall you by chance , neither 
the small nor the great things. Everything comes to you fromthe 
Fatherhand. Yes that is what you confess here and it is easily 
said: nothing by chance and every thing from Fathers hand. We 
do that under the theme of a wellknown song: 

JUST FOLLOW HIM QUIETLY. 



That means : 

1. No calculation, 

2. Neither resignation, 

3. But surrender in faith 



egm 
or ds 
, is 
res 
ork . 
firm 
n hi 
ever 
d go 
ed h 
from 
ay a 
then 
it 



The Bible begins with the majestic word: In the b 

created heaven and earth. In those few starting w 

Scripture lies a message, God, so say these words 

sovereign Creator of all things. Then the Scriptu 

how God went ahaed step by step in his creation w 

light and darkness. He created the lights in the 

created the fish and the birds. Then as a crown o 

He created man, after his own image. And God saw 

that he had made, and behold it was very good. Hi 

rested on the works of his hands. When God finish 

says the Scripture, he rested on the seventh day 

work which he had done. God blessed the seventh d 

it. God rested. That does not mean that God from 

not not do anything. On the contrary: He looked at 

withsatisfaction. 

This was now the works 

day now upholds and go 

working from second to 

anymore, but to uphold 

of his creation on the 

He upheld it in his tr 

destination . 

You should realize this. P 

free from this world . In 

the Sunday and for the ser 

as someone who is throned 

bothers with what happens 

riducules what the Scriptu 

you, how God is involved w 

you and with your life. 

Your confession here names a few Scripture passages whi 

very concrete about this. It refers to the speech held 

on the Areopagus in Acts 17. You know how Paul proclaime 

to the philosophers of that time : who He is and what H 

Paul proclaimed: God is nor served by human hands as th 

He needed anything, since He himself gives to all men 

and breath and everything. (Acts 17 : 25) Imagine says t 

that God needed us. It is the other way around. He himse 

us all life and breath and all things, You cannot put i 

concrete: The breath in my nostrils comes from God. 

Would God not be involved with the world? Congregati 

read the beginning of the letter to the Hebrews . There t 

of this letter says that God the Son upholds the univer 

his word of power. God did not only create all things th 

the Word. (John 1 : 3) He upholds now through his Son fr 

to second. Yes, God not only carries and upholds the wo 

says answer 27, but He governs it too. The confession h 

a fine nuance. In that governing is that God propels an 

all things to the goal He has set for it. Who governs, 

if he is a good governor, a goal in mind. Also in that 

confession repeats the Scriptures. I think about the ch 

k and 5 of the book of Revelations. John there saw God 

on his holy throne, high above this world. In his hand 

a book, sealed with seven seals. In that book of God T s 
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of his hands. That He from the seventh 
verns. God did not quit working. He kept 
second. Now not to create the creation 
it and govern it. God did not let go 
seventh day. He did not leave it to fate 
ust and almightyness and led it to its 



eople quite often think that God is 
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is written the course of world history. 

Then the Lam approaches, Jesus Christ, to Him who is on the throne 
and breaks the seals one by one. God shows us here in a symbolic 
language, how He through Christ directs history to its great 
goal, the new Jerusalem with its golden streets and gates of 
pearl . 

Congregation , they are heavy words by which answer 27 begins. 
God's almighty and ever present power upholds and governs 
allcreatures . Who shall measure the power of God in its 
intensity ?But now the confession has opened the way for a 
sentence so poetic and so cheerful and happy , that we are 
enthralled by it time and again. Hear what the conclusion is 
from that upholding and governing of the world by God's ever 
present power. It is this: that leaf and blade, rain or drought 
fruitful and barren years, food and drink, health and sickness, 
riches and poverty, indeed all things, come not by chance, but 
by his Fatherly hand. Here your confession stands with this 
sentence in the centre of life. Would God have nothing to do 
with the things of normal life? Come on. This answer shows 
you an humanlife with all its facets. Foliage , that tender 
green that sprouts from the trees in the spring and colors so 
beautifully in the fall* Grass , that after the winter, grows in 
the meadows. Rain and drought : there are regions in this world 
where everything cries for rain. The scribes of Israel said: 
There is only one, who carries the key of the heavens and can 
let it rain. That is God. Fruitful and barren years, riches 
and poverty, we could say it in today's language: times 
ofprosperity and of economic recession come from Him. So lets 
the searchlight of the confession shine its light on all the 
facets of reality. Health and sickness: one goes from specialist 
to specialist and the other is healthy. The confessions shows 
us life of everyday, in which one fares totally different than 
the other . 

Should God have nothing to do with the things of normal life? 
Dear folks: He has everything to do with it, says answer 27, 
and it emphasizes the faith conviction with the last words, 
in which you confess that all things come not by chance but 
by his Fatherly hand. 

Should God have nothing to do with the things of normal life? 
He has everything to do with it as my Father. Lordsday 10 
connects here with Lordsday 9. Togethter with the previous 
Lordsday it is under the heading: God the Father and our 
creation . 

It is here not about a far away God , a stiff God , who just 
lets things happen on this world. No, it is the God of whom 
you have said in Lordsday 9 that He is, for the sake of Christ, 
your God and your Father. That same God who upholds all things 
through the Word of his power and who gives life and 

breath, has opened his heart for you on Golgotha in the blood 
and the suffering of Jesus Christ. 

About that God is it. About that Father who for the sake of 
Christ calls you his child. Out of his Fatherly hand all things 
will be given to you. That governs now also your whole life. 
That beautiful sentence is not written for nought. Here the 
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watching over Christ, his Son. Perhaps we also could say it 
like this - we go than from the front to the back - :The Lord 
had in his providental leadership of this world in the first 
place meant his Son. He has led all things in the life of your 
Savior so, that He could complete his great redeeming work for 
us. And for the sake of Christ He now upholds and governs also 
the church and the world. Church history has often been the 
model of God's loving protection . That is why we as churches 
should not live narrow minded but without calculations and 
trusting the Father in this turbulent world. 
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you can see God's hand in everything that happens to you. 
God rules over all things- God also uses people, also the bad 
ones, to reach his goal in a sovereign and mighty manner. 
Think about the story about Joseph. He said to his brothers: 
As for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, to bring about that many people should be kept alive. 
God also governs sin. Rebellion against what people do to us, 
is often rebellion against God. If there would have been one, 
who humanly speaking could have rebelled against God, that would 
have been your Savior. But in his protest He held unto the Father 
in that twice repeated: my God, my God. 
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st thing we saw was : Lordsday 10 does not call us to 
f calculations. The second was: also not to sit down 
tion due to all life's miseries. Now we get to the 
calls us to live in surrender of the faith to Him. 
we look at the second answer, that answer 28. Your 
here speaks about us being a christian in emotional 
put it concise: Be patience in all adversity. Be 
in prosperity. And for the future trust in your 
od and Father. This is a high ideal and often we cannot 
Let us be honest, it storms very violently in our 
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Reading: Zach. 3, Matt.l: 18-25 

Text: Lordsday 11 

Psalm 113: 1,3. 

After the law: Psalm 105: 15 

After the creed: Psalm 111:3 

Psalm 72: 2,7,9,10 

Hymn 13: 3 

Hymn 14 : 1 . 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

'A 

Not to long ago there was an article in wellknown magazine about 
the relation of the christian faith to today's Judaism. To, say 
in a concrete manner: from the church to the synagogue. On the 
cover of that magazine was a beautiful picture in connection 
with that. In the centre you read the large letters: 
Jesus between church and synagogue. On the left you see drawn 
the star of David and on the right a cross. That magazine had 
a timely story, for in today's Jewry and in the Jewish theologie 
there is much interest in Jesus. A Jewish rabbi tells that in 
the time he was being educated for the rabbinate a New Testament 
lay in a dusty corner of the library, and near the end of the 
training and it was taught in the last hour of the term. 
And look now, he continues, the New Testament is the focus of 
the today's Jewish theologie . Congregation , is your Savior really 
between church and synagogue? Is He the centre figure between 
the two? For the answer to this question Lordaday 11 is very 
timely. It sets for us the name of Jesus in the centre. Why, says 
question 29, is the Son of God named Jesus, that means Saviour 
here immediately your confession chooses the way in which the 

question is put. Your Saviour is the Son of, God. And what 
a nice name He has: Jesus. That name is thoroughly Israelitic. 
We will get into this later. You may however not forget for 
one raomenr 

with that throrough Israelitic name, that He is he Son of God. 
He is not between church and synagogue. He is way above both. 
For the church and for the synagogue there is only salvation 
in that name. One of the drafters of your confession , Zacharias 
Ursinus, adds to this Lordsday: the name Jesus is the sum total 
of the gospel and at the same time a shield against all 
temptations. The congregation of Christ has understood this 
through all the ages. I think about that hymn of Gerdes from 
the previous age; There sounds a lovely name through the clouds 
uniting heaven and earth. That is seeing it in a great expanse. 
The poet then adds: No name is sweeter and better for your heart 
Also this is true, as long as we do not forget, for Jesus to 
have this sweet name, Jesus had to travel the bitter way of 
suffering and sorrow. Today we speak about: 



The glorious name of Jesus 



1. It is wholly Israelitic 

2. the Son of God bears it and 

3. it forces a choice of position 



1 . Con 
your c 
word !I 

that 
of God 
headin 
with t 
ahead 
chasm 
your r 
do not 
redemp 
of God 
God Al 
At the 
wonder 
agains 
about 
to the 
you co 
fall a 
name J 
catech 
our cr 
Spirit 
our Re 
Lordsd 
you in 
redemp 
of God 
name , 
not a 
by God 
your S 
name . 
You fi 
Luke . 
Israel 
There 
May be 
less t 
know h 
I am G 
Shall 
ref lee 
says : 
and co 
someth 
the fa 



greg 

onf e 

and" 

one 

, th 

g: G 

his 

from 

betw 

ebel 

say 
tion 

as 
migh 

sam 
ful 
t Go 
it . 

con 
nf es 
nd g 
esus 
ism 
eati 

and 
deem 
ays . 

the 
tion 

cal 
that 
"fin 
. In 
avio 
You 
nd t 
It i 
itic 
she 

17 
han 
ow G 
abri 
the 
ted 
Hail 
nsid 
ing 
vore 



ation 
ssion 

in t 
littl 
e Fat 
od th 
one w 

crea 
een t 
lion 

a wo 
. Yes 
cr eat 
ty cr 
e tim 
origi 
d? In 

But 
f essi 
s in 
uilt . 

stan 
gives 
on it 

our 
er yo 

And 

cent 
. For 
led J 

glor 
d" of 

God* 
ur. H 
know 
hat i 
s wor 

back 
was , 
or 18 
the a 
abrie 
el , w 
glory 
on hi 
,0 fa 
ered 
to be 
d one 



, som 

have 
he se 
e wor 
her a 
e Son 
ord " 
tion 
he tw 
in pa 
rd ab 

and 
or re 
eated 
e don 
nal s 
deed 
as it 
on of 
his n 

Espe 
ds ou 

to y 

does 
sanct 
ur co 
Lords 
re in 

it i 
esus , 
ious 

Jose 
s own 
e saw 
the s 
n the 
th th 
groun 
Mary , 

year 
ngel 
1 int 
ho st 

of t 
s thr 
vored 
what 

told 

amon 



etime 

a de 
cond 
d you 
nd ou 

and 
and" 
to re 
o . In 
radis 
out t 
not t 
mind 

you 
1 1 yo 
tate 
the t 

with 

Jesu 
ame a 
ciall 
t won 
ou Sa 

in t 
if ica 
nf ess 
day 1 

the 
s ask 

that 
name , 
ph an 

coun 

to i 
tory 

f asc 
e tim 
d of 

a yo 
s old 
Gabri 
roduc 
ands 
he Cr 
one s 

one , 
sort 

by a 
g worn 



s li 
ep m 
arti 
r co 
r cr 
our 
your 
demp 

bet 
e ag 
his . 
otal 
you 

and 
u re 
of g 
welv 

tha 
s Ch 
gain 
y ag 
derf 
viou 
wo L 
tion 
ion 
1 is 
conf 
ing 

is, 

did 
d Ma 
eel . 
t t 
abou 
inat 
e to 
the 
ung 
. Sh 
el p 
ed h 
in t 
eato 
er va 

The 
of g 

thr 
en . 



ttle 

eani 

cle 

nf es 

eati 

Rede 

con 
tion 
ween 
ains 

The 

ly. 

of y 

ere 
aliz 
ood 
e ar 
t on 
rist 
st t 
ains 
ully 
r.Th 
ords 

in 
appr 

the 
essi 
you 

Sav 

not 
ry . 

God 
hat 
t th 
ing 

con 
name 
woma 
e ge 
rese 
imse 
he p 
r of 
nt? 

Lor 
reet 
ones 
Gabr 



words in 
ng. And s 
of the ap 
sion ties 
on with t 
mption. D 
fession i 
? And st 

that lie 
t the liv 
y continu 
For does 
our fall? 
ated you 
e that yo 
creation 
tides do 
e small w 
, then th 
he backgr 
t that da 
. What an 
e part " 
days. The 
three Lor 
opiates n 

first on 
on of God 
very dire 
iour ? No , 

fall out 
The name 

Himself 
your Savi 
e name gi 
beginning 
sider thi 

and the 
n in her 
ts an imp 
nted hims 
If to the 
resence o 

heaven a 
Now he st 
d is with 
ing this 
ervant of 
iel took 



the bible 
o is it wi 
ostles f cr 

the first 
he second, 
id ever no 
mmediately 
ill there 
s your fal 
ing God.Th 
e from ere 
not your c 

You confe 
11 good » t 
u in Adam 

fell, and 

not use m 
ord "and" 
is means f 
ound of yo 
rk backgro 

attention 
God the Fa 

part , God 
dsdays. Bu 
o less tha 
e . At once 

the Son a 
etly: Why 

congregat 

of the sk 
was firm f 
choose tha 
our receiv 
ving of yo 

of the go 
s. It show 
birth of y 

home in N 
ortant vis 
elf to her 

priest Za 
f God (Luk 
nd earth n 
ands befor 

you. Mary 
might be. 

God , that 
care of Ma 



and in 
th the lttle 
eed .Through 

article 

with as 
tice, that 

strides 
is a deep 
1 into sin, 
e 12 articles 
ation to 
onf ession 
ss that 
o his image, 
from that 

rose up 
any words 
changes 
or you that 
ur deep 
und the 

the 
ther and 
the Holy 
t for Christ , 
n nine 

it puts 
nd our 
is the Son 
ion, that 
y. It was 
rom eternity , 
t name for 
ed that * 
ur Saviour? 
spel by 
s the 

our Saviour . 
azareth . 
it . No one 
.You must 
charias? 
e 1 : 19) 
ot have 
e Mary and 

was troubled 
It is really 

you are 
ry in her 



confusion and emotion. Do not be afraid Mary, 
have found favor with God. Congregation, what 
with God. Hear what that favor , that special 
of for Mary. And see, said Gabriel, you will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus 
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It is the first time that in the gospel of Luke 
Jesus is used, here in the message of Gabriel. Y 
it many more times, offering salvation, promisi 
you now understand that the name Jesus comes fr 
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Lordsday 1 2 . 

ANOINTED WITH OIL OF JOY 



Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands, 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading: Acts 26: 1-28, 

Text Lordsday 12, 

Psalm 89: 1,2. 

After the law: Psalm 18: 7, 

After the creed: Psalm 93: 4, 

Psalm 45: 1,3,6, 

Hymn 2: 3, 

Hymn 63 : 1,2. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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hear me this day might become such as I am, except for these 
chains. Agrippa could not make the step from Christ to christian 
The catechism will take you along in this Lordsday to make that 
decisive step. After it has proclaimed Christ to you in answer 
31, it asks you, directly, why are you called a Christian? 
Today we will see why these two, Christ and christian are joined 
together. I speak to you about: 

Through Christ I become a christian 
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ays: So He has fully revealed to us the secret 
of God concerning our redemption. You have 
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That is why going to church for the assurance of the faith is 
so important. God lets his glad message be proclaimed to your 
ears. That is why the servants of the Word carry such a great 
responsibility in their preaching. They may proclaim this glad 
message Sunday after Sunday. It is for all the people in the 
church, grownups and children . Children also should know they 
are included. Your confession is not yet finished speaking about 
your Saviour. After it has proclaimed Him to us as our chief 
prophet, now it is going to speak about Him as our only High 
priest. It says: who by the one sacrifice of his body has redeemed 
us and who continually intercedes for us before the Father. 
Again answer 31 uses a fine description, now for the highpriest 
office of your Saviour, With his prophetship it uses the word 
chief, with his high priestship it uses the word one. There 
is only "one" Highpriest and He has redeemed with His "one" 
sacrifice once and for all. There is only "one". He is unique. 
Do you notice how the confession sets itself against the roman 
catholic religion? In the roman theology the pope is named 
pontifex maximus,the highpriest of the church. 

The confession here says, imagine, how do they arrive at that? 
As if there would be a new highpriest every time, as often as 
when a new pope is elected. We do not have a highpriest 
that, again and again, is replaced with another. We have one: 
JesusChrist. Answer 31 points to that mighty word in the 
Scriptures 

from Psalm 110: 4 : you are a priest forever after the order 
of Melchizedek. The priests from the order of Aaron came and 
went. They died and were succeeded by others. This highpriest 
is is forever, eternal. The priest of the order of Aaron 
continually had to bring sacrifices for the sins. Every Great 
day of Atonement they went into the holy of holies to atone 
for the sins of the people of the past year. This highpr iestmade 
one sacrifice for our sins on Golgotha. For by a single offering 
he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified, 
says Hebrews 10: 14. Caustically it rejects here the sacrifice 
of the Mass. That one sacrifice of your Saviour on the cross 
was enough once and for all. 

Answer 31 describes the highpr iestship of Christ so wonderfully. 
It does not stay with the sacrifice he had made on Golgotha. 
No, here your confession sees in one perspective his sacrifice 
on Golgotha and his intercession for us, today, in heaven. 
It stands right behind Paul's hymn of Roman 8. There the apostle 
says in verse 34: it is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. In one sentence the apostle unites Golgotha, 
Easter and Ascension and to end with the triumphant words: who 
indeed intercedes for us. Paul here speaks in the present tense. 
Your Saviour intercedes for you now, today, tomorrow and the 
day after tomorrow. Answer 31 says that with that one little 
sentence:who continually intercedes for us before the Father. 
Is this not a wonderful gospel? You have a highpriest who 
continually brings the fruit of his labour before the Father, 
pointing this out to the Father. He says? Father, you know my 
sheep. You know how little they do right. You know how weak 
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Don't you believe in Him? We emphasize this question 
There are many pretent christians or name christians in this 
world. They say they believe in Him but they don't. They do 
not do justice to the name christian. To cut that off, to 
confront you with what believing in Christ really is, your 
confession adds a second question and answer to the first. 
About that we will speak now. 
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e you called a Christian? asks question 32. In 
question is out of order. In these Lordsdays it 
Apostolic Creed? And your confession here wants 
tep by step, what the names of your Saviour mean? 
1 it was about the name Jesus and in Lordsday 13 
k about his name:the only begotten Son of God and 
: our Lord. The question: Why are you called a 
does not really fit. Indeed the confession is out 
y not for once? And especially: is not behind this 
onsequences that name has for you? A while ago 
t pretend christians and name christians, they 
od's congregation. Your confession shall later 
30 and 31 speak about the unbelievers and hypocrites 
e kept out of God's congregation. It exposes them 

For the name " christian " is a precious name, 
. You do not bear that name without a reason, 
our confession shows in answer 32: who really is 
No, question 32 does not put the question to you: 
amed reformed or a calvinist. It wants to make 
realize, that there is more at stake here. It is 

christian as such. When that is in order, then 

follow . 



And then something else: answer 32 lays a close bond between 
Him, Christ, and us being a christian. The answer speaks to 
you very personally: Because I am a member of Christ by faith 
and thus share in his anointing. It is like the confession wants 
to say: pay attention. Now it matters. Something of the anointing 
with the Holy Spirit drips now on you, when you through faith 
are bonded to Christ. You are a christian when you are a member 4 
of Christ. He is the Head: and you together with all the other 
christians are his members. You are a christian when Christ 
is everything for you. If you are through the faith so bonded 
to Christ, than these 3 offices of Him have a place in you beinga 
christian. Your confession makes this clear to you in a few 
short sentences. He is your chief prophet. Now you may through 
Him also be a prophet, says answer 32, as prophet to confess 
his name. You are not finished with that, when you have done 
profession of faith. That is certainly very important and let 
the young people, who are here, not postpone it. They have to 
make a decision, a decision for life. But once you have done 
profession of faith, then it actually begins. With: as the answer 
describes , you being a christian, to profess his name. In that 
word professing is: publicly own up to Him. It is to stand up 
for Him, when and where ever. Follow Him as the Lord of your 
life. 
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of Jesus Christ do we work to sanctify society? 

from us as christians? Being a christian in a 

is not simple. It is asking from you to live 
n the faith and in prayer. 
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s of Lordsday 12, also after this life^reign with 

over all creatures. Praised be Jesus Christ, 
King. 

Amen . 
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My Lord and my God 



Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading Romans 14: 1-17, 
Text Lordsday 13, 
Hymn 2 : 1 , 4 . 
After the law: Psalm 143 
After the creed: Hymn 61 
Psalm 2 : 1 , 3 , 4 , 
Psalm 21 : 5 , 
Psalm 72: 10. 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 



If you ever make a visit to Rome, you have 
catacombs. You must have heard about them, 
of Rome there are passages which were dug o 
bricks. Later those passages were used for 
Especially the first christians made use of 
that purpose. They dug left and right in th 
made recesses, in which they put their dead 
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lit with electric lights and you can visit 
looking at these passages so fascinating is 
made drawings on the walls which symbolized 
of the most well known is the one of a fish 
for fish is Ichtus. The letters of that Gre 
language the first letters of the words: Je 
Son, Redeemer. So they confessed there at t 
loved ones their faith in Christ as the Son 
their original christian confession. 
The old christian church inserted those nam 
confession of faith. You know: which was or 
baptismal font of the christian church. The 
themselves or their children be baptized, t 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. We 
explained the first two names. In Lordsday 
that God's Son is named Jesus. Certainly, L 
with that: Why is the Son of God called Jes 
After that you confessed in Lordsday 12, t 
God, also is called Christ. And now Lordsday 
off. It asks in question 33: Why is he call 
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God. That He is now called in the 12 articl 
Son, our Lord. Lordsday 13 is asking for th 
only begotten Son of God of our Saviour, an 
same time in question 34, the question why H 
Two important questions and answers. The ch 
the twentieth century raises the flag of t 
church high: I believe in Jesus Christ, God 
begotten Son, our Lord. 
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2 
THE CONFESSION OF JESUS AS GOD'S ONLY BEGOTTEN SON AND OUR LORD 

1. Which is rooted in the gospel; 

2. lays the foundation under us being a child of God; 

3. makes us free servants of a unique Lord. 
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a very special way. He is the eternal and natural Son of God 
and we are this in a different way, we are, for Christ's sake, 
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and reformers, that Jesus God f s only begotten Son, is God's 
eternal and natural Son. Your salvation depends on it. How else 
could He settle our cause with God? How could He lay the 
foundation for our salvation, if He was not truly God? There 
is no other way to God than through Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. He wiped out our debt, said the old reformed fathers. 
Is that also today not a timely word? Wiping out is blot out, 
destroy, do away with it. In Isaiah 44: 22 the Lord says; I 
have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, and your sins 
like a mist. The King James Bible here uses the word blotting 
out. The Lord does that, because his own dear Son knew what 
to do with our debt, as Son of God paid our debt to the last 
penny to the Father. 
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It is the narrow road behind the Kurios, who with Him is also 
wide again. No one can say: Jesus is Lord, Kurios, than through 
the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:3) There are those who have 
prophesied in my name and have cast out demons, of which He 
will say: I have never known you. Congregation pray for the 
Holy Spirit that He may tie you more and more to this Lord, 
this Kurios, 

Because no one lives for himself, 
and no one dies for himself, 
we all live and die for God our Lord, 
for we belong to Him. 



Wonderful, to be the possession of such a Lord, of such a Kurios 

Amen , 



Lordsday 14 

GREAT IS THE SECRET OF THE DEVOTION 



Sermon by the late 
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Reading: Isaiah 8: 23-9: 

Luke 1: 26-38 
Text: Lordsday 14, 
Hymn 14 : 1 and 2 , 
After the law: Psalm 32: 
After the creed: unknown 
Hymn IB: 1,2,3, 
Hymn 18: 2, 
Psalm 98: 2,4. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In our time one of the things that gets special attention is 
sexual guidance. A lot is written and shown about it in the media 
as newspapers, radio and television. In all kinds of ways the 
wonder of fertilization and the birth of a child is shown to 
us. Young children are already getting familiar with it. Science 
is penetrating deeply into the secret of the origin of a human 
life. Still is and it stays a great wonder that God creates 
a new child out of the sexual intercourse of two people. God 
creates life. Certainly, He uses people for that arid doctors 
can help with it, from and to the completion of a test tube 
baby. God works also in this through people, but God does it. 
That is why the birth of a child remains a great wonder and 
a gift from God. What a joy is there every time God gives us 
children. We do not want children or we do not want a child 
right now. We receive them as a gift from God. Psalm 127:3 says: 
Sons are a heritage from the Lord , the fruit of the womb a 
reward. And of course this is valid for our daughters. Happily 
the parents send out birth notices when the Lord, has blessed 
them with the birth of a child. 

Here in Lordsday 14, it is also about the birth of a child, 
of your Saviour, who at the same time is God and man. Conceived 
by the Holy Spirit and born out of the virgin Mary , confesses 
God's church in the third article of the Apostolic Creed. It 
was a real special birth, that of the child Jesus. Through his 
holy conception and birth, our births are sanctified . Behind 
his birth is the great wonder of the conception by the Holy 
Spirit. Here it holds true: take your shoes of your feet, for 
the soil on which you stand is holy. In the conception of Christ 
God the Holy Spirit works worshipful, powerful. It is also a 
godly necessary miracle. For God's Son could not have taken 
our human flesh in any other manner. It is in the third place 
also a wonder that gives us a rich "use", a rich devotion. 
Today we speak to you about how 

THE CHURCH IN THE THIRD ARTICLE CONFESSES THE WONDER OF THE 
HOLY CONCEPTION AND BIRTH OF CHRIST. 



That wonder is : 

1 . Worshipful 

2 . necessary , 

3. bears rich fruit 
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rd article places you, congregation, in Bethlehem, 
ther back in Nazareth. Especially the first chapters 

of Luke speak to you about this. What a glad tiding 
viour is brought to you in Luke 1 and 2. What has 
which Mary received in Nazareth, moved her. And 
11 conceive and bear a son, and you shall call 
s, said the angel Gabriel to her. In her answer 

emotion before us: How can this be, since I have 
For Mary this a riddle: she as a young girl, engaged 
ed , cannot understand the message of the angel, 
s conversation with Mary goes one step further 

to her, the miracle that will happen to her. 



He said: The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you ; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy, the Son of God. 
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ngregation, her answer comes 
f faith, she says: Behold I 
it be to me according to your 
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this possible? How can this 
assimilate that message from 
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re reasons is it to see this worshipfull wonder in relation 
*s work in the salvation history. This shows you how the 
od from the very first beginning intervened in the womb 
hers to have the Messiah born out of this lineage. 

said, after the birth of Cain: I have gotten a man with 
lp from the Lord. She saw in Cain's birth the beginning 

womens seed that the Lord had promised. She already 
d 
er first child on God f s intervention. And when Cain because 

the murder of his brother was pushed aside, she called 
n, who was born in the place of Abel : Seth , that means 
tute . God continued to work on his holy lineage. * 

ink about the wonder of God in the birth of Isaac out 

barren Sarah. Does not the prophesy speak about of a 
lous intervention when Isaiah prophesies: Behold a young 

shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
manuel .( Isaiah 7:14)Does not Isaiah say in chapter 9:6, 

a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
e on his shoulder, and his name will be called 
rful Councelor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Princeof 

uld not peel the birth of our Saviour out of the salvation 
y. Again and again God's hand from above over people speaks 
bringing his Son out of the holy lineage in the world, 
sor Berkhouwer wrongly explains that the birth of the 
r out of Mary only was spoken about in the gospels of 
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The reformed people have fought against this with all their 
strenght . Your confession emphasize the true human nature of 
your Saviour and adds to that: that he is also the true seed 
of David. Imagine: Christ not a true human being? Only a 
semblance? How could He then redeems us? Your Saviour is truly 



from the lineage of David. Gabriel had said this in the 
proclamation of his birth: He shall sit on the throne of his 
father David. Was that not the fullfilment of the prophesy in 
Psalm 132: 11 : The Lord swore to David a sure oath, from which 
He will not turn back: One of the sons of your body I will set 
on your throne. And Paul writes at the beginning of his letter 
to the Romans in which he will write so gloriously about Christ, 
that Christ descended from David according to the flesh. 
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Here we touch on what you confess in the last words 
35 where the church of the reformation emphasized t 
Saviour was without sin. Earlier you have confessed 
3 and 4 the reality of the original sin. You said t 
we all fell in Adam. God counts to all men the sin 
our father. We all stand guilty to the first sin of 
all are conceived and born in sin. There, in our con 
birth we are joined to the rotten root of our human 
That is why, says the apostle Paul in Romans 5 vers 
Therefore as sin came into the world through one ma 
through sin because all men sinned. Job lamented in 
: Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean, no 
There, at the beginning of your life, at t 



of answer 
hat your 

in Lordsdays 
here that 
of Adam, 

Adam. We 
ception and 

generation . 
e 12: 
n and death 

chapter 14 : 4 
t one . 
he root of 



our origin, you begin to be a sinner before God. To that 
beginning, to the root of your life, did He enter, the Son of 
God. When Mary said : Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; 
let it be to me according to your Word, was He conceived in 
her through the Holy Spirit. Only for Him did not count what 
David confessed in Psalm 51 : Behold, I was brought forth in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
God took charge there, by this very first beginning of life, 
by pushing Joseph aside. Every human child is by his birth out 
of a sinful father and mother tied to that sinful root of the 
human generation. Through your father and mother you sprouted 
out of that deceased tree of the human generation. But here, here 
God broke through the chain that tied us to Adam. 
Here at the very first beginning of Jesus' life. 

Our dutch confession of faith has expressed this in article 
18 : being conceived in the body of the blessed virgin Mary, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, but for a man. Here God 
alone is great. He rejected all human power. He broke the chain 
of sin through the Holy Spirit, that ties every one to his 
parents. He created out of Mary's flesh and blood a holy child. 
He sanctified the fruit in Mary's womb so that this not 
stoodguilty in Adam's fall but also stayed free of the stain 
of sim, which we all carry with us through our whole life. 
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, on which Adam failed. He went to redeem 
1 and holy human being. 



So you confess the necessity of this holy conception and the 
birth of the Son of God. So this third article of your 
confession becomes a song of praise on God's free sovereign 
favour. No, congregation, God did not give his creation to the 
devil. He did not throw it, away the way you do with an old pair 
of shoes. He is going to renew it in Christ. He has made a 
beginning in this through his holy conception and birth. Satan 
does not have the last word in this world. The child that Mary 
in Bethelehem stable took in her hands, and wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and laid in the manger, is the holy guiltless Son of 
God, A new beginning is a godless mankind. 
So he was of the true seed of David, and like His brothers in 



every respect, except sin. This Son of David made his kingship 
true by taking upon Himself the guilt and the sins of his 
subjects and to redeem these with his precious blood. He could 
do this, because He , other than David, was Himself holy and 
undefiled. That is why the psalm can sing about Him: but the 
glory crown blooms forever on the head of David's great Son. 
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n followes the trace of our Lord Supper form, 

and again lays the connection between the 
ur Saviour and the fruit we personally receive 

ound that he might free us from our sins. He 
less insults that we might never be put to shame, 
tly condemned to death that we might be acquitted 
t seat of God. This is the way your confession 
er against your sin, in which you were conceived 
innocence and wholly holiness. With that He covers 

is our Mediator, So God's pleasure in people 
igin of my life. There, at the very first beginning 
irty spring of my unrighteousness, God's pleasure 
. We are inclined by our sins, only to think about 
ds. Your confession takes you to the origin of 
e sin, in which I was conceived and born. There 
our Mediator. In Lordsday 6 your confession spoke 

his Mediatorship . Here it points to the very 
g. To the dirty spring of your life itself. 



Your confession here speaks fully assured. What a treasures 
are laid up in this third article. You may be happy obout the 
birth of your children, The Mediatorship of your Saviour began 
to work already at their very first beginning. You may be happy 
about your own existence in this world. Your life here on earth 



is not without sin. It is a life in Christ from the very first 

beginning. Young people often have so many questions. 

Why am I in this world? What is the use of my life? About these 

questions there is a lot of worry, more than we think. Now you 

may accept your life in faith as a life, in which this Child 

of Mary, this Child of God, also has gone in to the very first 

beginning. I may happily celebrate my birthday. My life is 

redeemed to the root and sanctified through Him. 

That is why the angels closed their song with that joyful: 

Among men with whom He is pleased. 

Glory, glory to God. 



Amen 



Lordsday 15 

SEE, THE LAMB OF GOD 

Sermon by the late 
Dr . R .H . Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading Isaiah 53, 

Hymn: unknown 

After the law: Psalm 40: 4, 

After the creed: Hymn: unknown, 

Psalm 69: 3,5,12, 

Hymn : unknown , 

Psalm 22: 9. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Unimaginable things happen in this world. You would think them 
to be impossible. Only think what our generation already has 
experienced in this century. Two world wars, in which millions 
lost their lives. The horror of national-socialism with its 
concentration camps. How many wars have been waged since 1945 
in this world? Daily we are confronted via television, with 
what there in countries as Ireland , Lebanon and South Africa 
and others is poured out in blood. It is a miracle of God that 
we in our own country have been living in peace since 1945. 
Yet also we in the Netherlands (Canada)meet horrible things 
I think about the killing of budding and of old lives. The use 
of drugs that threatens the young and has ruined many young 
lives. In what kind of world are our young growing Up? Is it 
strange that our young people wrest with these problems and 
ask themselves: For what do I live? What is the use of life? 
Besides this large-scale violence there is also so much small- 
scale misery in this world. People hate each other. Marriages 
are disjointed and broken. Anarchy wants to overthrow authority 
and preaches hate against it. Society is being upset by 
this. Still this is nothing new. The apostle Paul in his time 
also experienced such things. He has summarized this in a few 
words, 

in Romans 8 verse 18. He speaks there about the sufferings of 
the present time. And with that present time he means the time 
between Christ T s acsension and return. He also calls this, that 
the creation is subjected to futility and to the bondage of 
decay. He explains that the whole creation groans in travail. 

And still , congregation , there is in the midst of this world 
in distress a mighty perpective. He says that too. The suffering 
of the present time are not worth comparing with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us. In the middle of that in travail 
wresting world has stood the cross of Jesus Christ. Christ has 
on that cross, taken upon Himself, the distress of this world. 
And about this your confession speaks today. It puts the 
suffering of your Saviour on Golgotha in relation to the whole 
world. Christ has, it says, born and carried away the wrath 
of God against sin of the whole human race. He has redeemed 
us, through his suffering, as the only atoning offer. Your 



confession points the finger to the Lamb of God that takes away 
the sins of the world. 

CHRIST SUFFERS AS THE LAMB OF GOD FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD. 

That suffering is: 

1 . Substitution 

2 . liberating , 

3. redeemed us from the curse of God. 

Have you ever noticed, that the 12 articles of the birth of 

your Saviour immediately jump to his suffering and death? 

After the third article about his holy conception and birth, right 

away follow his suffering and death in the fourth article. 

It goes directly from Christmas to Good Friday. 

Has the life of your Saviour than no meaning for our faith? 
Is there nothing to confess about that? The four evangelists 
did they for nought so extensively paint Christ's life on earth 
for us? Can't we gain any fruit of this for our faith? Certainly. 
But you have to consider that the 12 articles only formulate 
the main points of Christ's work. You also could say it this 
way; It rushes from the beginning of Christ's life to the end 
of his life on earth. The drafters of your catechism were aware 
of this. Look at the answer that the catechism gives to that 
sober question: What do you confess when you say He suffered? 
It is like the catechism wants to say: It is such a little word. 
The old text of Lordsday 15 even spoke of the little word " 
suffered ".It is such a little word. But what treasures are 
locked up there for our faith. What a height and depth is in 
that word. Then answer 15 develops in two sentences what there 
is locked up for our faith. It does that real fine. Immediately 
with the first word, it sets our Saviour in the centre. It says: 
Christ has suffered for us " all the time He lived on 
earth"especially at the nd of it". It that not a beautiful 
formulation? If the 12 articles do not do it themselves, your 
confession definitely pays attention to the whole life of your 
Saviour. It sees his whole life in the light of his suffering 
and gloryf ication . 

It joins here the imposing sentence in the Lord Supper form 
namely that Christ from the beginning to the end of his life 
on earth the wrath of God, under which we should have perished 
eternally, has born for us. It began with his becoming flesh 
out the virgin Mary. There already began the long, long 
suffering, all the way to his cross. THe story of his birth 
already spoke of his suffering. There was no room for Him at 
the inn in Bethlehem. Later He would say about Himself about 
this: Foxes have holes and the birds of the heavens have nests, 
but the Son of man does not have a place where He can lay his 
head. He, who was God out of God and Light out Light was swaddled 
in cloth and laid in a manger, a feeding through for animals. 
He had to flee from Herod to Egypt. He served his father Joseph 
in his youth in full obedience. There is a very old picture , andjon 
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It can be dated. Then and then did it happen, when 
was governor of the Roman ceasar.lt can be pointed 
historic fact. Pilate is just as an historic figur 
or Julius Ceasar. Do not forget that this was the 
martyrdom. The christian church kept its martyrs i 
Polycarpus, Cyprianus, the died as martyrs under t 
proconsul, the governor. And before all of them: J 
under Pontius Pilate. There is still another reaso 
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condemned to death by Pontius Pilate, innocently j 
righteous court of law. Five times Pontius Pilate 
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not killed in a riot, He was not in a forgotten co 
world lynched or stoned. He received a trial that 
down in the annals of history. But in that trial h 
his death while innocent. It is only ONE moment in 
of your Saviour: that going to death innocently, B 
most important moment: He was the lamb of God that 
innocently went to the cross. 
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So He freed us from the severe judgment of God tha 
on us. Contrary to Pilate's godless judgment, God 
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Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? An 
answer: It is Christ Jesus who died-through that g 
of Pilate-yes who was raised from the dead, who is 
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. See ther 
of your Saviour's standing before Pilate. You do n 
before God's judgment seat. Your Saviour stands th 
you and frees you from God's judgment. Who shall 
elect? 
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3. And now we come to last point. We saw a moment ago, after 
explaining the meaning of the suffering of Christ, the catechism 
has two more questions on the order paper. First that one about 
Pontius Pilate. After that the last one namely if it has a 
special meaning that Christ is crucified and not died in a 
different way? Yes certainly, answers your confession, thereby 
I am assured, that He took upon Himself the curse which lay 
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on me. In those last words the confession allude 
of Paul in Galatians 3 verse 13: Christ redeemed 
curse of the law, having become a curse for us - 
written: Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree- 
words of Galatians 3 verse 13, the apostle cites 
21 verse 23b: for a hanged man is accursed by Go 
touching light that your confession lets fall on 
on the cross. It places us in God's association 
in the Old Testament. We saw this already before 
Testament the Lord shows how visible and tangibl 
could say: realistically shows how great the gra 
judgment. In simple cases, some one in Israel who 
death penalty was killed by stoning. Here you sh 
the fire of God's anger against Israel when it w 
Baal-Peor at Sittim. Then the Lord commanded Mos 
the chiefs of the people, and hang them in the s 
Lord, that the fierce anger of the Lord may turn 
Israel. ( Numbers 25:4 ) 

There was a deep symbolism in that hanging before the 
Israel declared with this: Lord we have brought these 
men to death. We cannot further execute your curse on 
We shove them now to you. We hung them bofore your fa 
that you deal with them in your eternal judgment. So 
has hung your Saviour on that tree. It has put Him in 
to deal with Him in the eternal death. And He let Him 
hung. He is at the cross, during the three hour darkne 
through the depths of the eternal death. That is the 
of hanging on a tree. Again your confession sets, as 
previous question and answer, this being crucified of 
of God, in the light of our situation of guilt and de 
does that now very personal, Up to now He has not spok 
personal till in this Lordsday. It says: thereby I am 
that He took upon Himself the curse which lay on me. 
more the gospel of the substitution stands before you 
as life. There on that rough wooden, clumsy cross, Je 
the curse for me. Sometimes they make out of the cros 
beautiful symbol. But the reality is horrible and at 
in its horridness atoning. In the cross I shall etern 
and no law shall condemn me. Christ bore the curse fo 
Horrible things happen in this world, on a large scale 
a small scale. There is not a more horrible thing tha 
in this world than the crucifixtion of Jesus Christ, 
that is why the apostle only could write that the suf 
the present time, are not worth comparing with the gl 
is to be revealed to us. Through that cross I am free 
and sin. 
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Reading: John 19: 28-42 

Text: Lordsday 16, 

Psalm 16: 1,4,5 

After the law:Psalm 19; 6 

After the creed: Hymn unknown 

Psalm 103; 1,6,7 

Hymn: unknown 

Psalm 23: 2. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lordsday 16, the one we are now thinking about is one of the 
longest Lordsdays in the Catechism. No less than 5 questions 
and answers. And not only that: what is there much in this 
Lordsday directly aimed at you. All those 5 questions and answers 
circle around one topic: death. But not only around your own 
death, your own dying. These 5 questions all at the same time 
speak about Christ's dying and Christ's death. Here it is about 
the fourth article of the Creed, in which you not only confess 
that Christ is crucified, but also died and was bur ied , descended 
into hell . 

With this Lordsday about death it is in the centre of your life. 
Whom among us has not been confronted with dying and death? 
With the death of those who were dear to us and whom we, for 
all the money in the world, did not want to miss? And still 
the Lord calls them away. Who among us does not think about 
his own death? How do we answer our children's questions when 
they talk about death? Who dies at home? I know modern men 
tries to push death away. Most of the time dying has become 
something that happens in a hospital. And then the talk about 
euthanesia, the so called soft death? Is not the true nature 
of death not camouflaged in many different ways? 

Congregation, your confession here in Lordsday 16 speaks 
emphatically about death, your death, your dying. Lordsday 16 
reaches back to Lordsday 1, It does this in a very special way. 
It asks three times the question WHY. WHY did Christ humble 
Himself unto death? WHY is Christ buried? WHY follows in this 
article about His descension into hell? 

And in the answers on that triple WHY, your confession proclaims 
to you the only comfort in life and death. It proclaims to youthe 
assurance of your Lord and Saviour who went through the temporary 
and eternal death for you. So only, from Christ's death, we 
can be comforted when we speak about our own death or about 
that of our loved ones. 
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THREE TIMES "WHY" AND THE ONLY COMFORT. 

1. Why did Christ have to die? 

2. Why is He buried? 

3. Why did He descend into hell? 

1. There is much thought by people about death. What is it really 
and where does it bring us? The most comfortless answer gives 
the modern existentialism. It says, death is the burning of 
the human into nothing. As a meteor burns wwhen it touches the 
atmosphere, that is th way it is with a human. He is thrown into 
this life. You are just there, and from where you came, no one 
can tell. As a leaf whirls from a tree, that is how a 
human is thrown into this world. You just have to accept this 
life in freedom. And then suddenly you are dead. Then you are 
burned up. A human has to accept, that he is thrown into 
existence and this can end at any time. In reality that is a 
hard doctrine without any comfort. The christian faith is very 
different over against death and over against dying. In modern 
thinking there is no true redemption of death. This is only 
there for us through Jesus Christ and through his dying. He 
has died for us and so He comforted us truly. Your confession 
says, that He has humbled Himself for us into death. 
During his life He was confronted with the horror and seriousness 
of death. Think about the resurrection of the daughter of Jairus. 
Then He saw how death could strike a young life. And think about 
the raising of the young man of Nain. Also the gospel tells 
very extensively with his confrontation with death at the 
resurrection of Lazarus. Jesus wept at the Lazarus' grave and 
at the same time he became deeply moved in the spirit and 
troubled . John 11: 33, 34. No one ever gauged the horror of death 
more than Him, your Saviour. Their deaths spoke to Him about 
his own dying that was to come. 

And then Gethsemane. How did the horror of death come to Him 
in its reality in that night on the mount of Olives. The Father 
gave Him there in that garden the cup of his suffering. And 
He knew: He had to drink that cup to the last drop. That was 
into death, into the eternal death. The gospel says in Mark 
14: 33: And He began to be greatly distressed and troubled, 
and He said : My soul is very sorrowful , even to death. He knew 
how death would come to Him and He wrested with it in anxiety 
and distress. No one has to feel embarrassed if he is scared 
of dying. Our Saviour was a true human and He also has known 
the fear for death. He has prayed the cup of death away from 
Himself: My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me. But the Father kept on handing it to Him and He drank all 
of it till the last drop for you, till into death. 
Congregation, see Him go, from Gethsemane to Golgotha, carrying 
his cross. With every step He came closer to death. How He has 
wrested for you at the cross with death. Think about the three 
hour darkness. From the sixth to the nine f th hour He penetrated 
into the realm of death. There on Golgotha was fulfilled to 
your Saviuor what David said in Psalm 22 verse 15: in the dust 
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Jesus, life of my life, 
Jesus, death of my death, 
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in the anguish of my soul, 
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that I may inherit life, 
Thousand-, thousand times, o Lord, 
Thy be thanks and honour. 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 



Man of these times struggles with the questions of life and 
death. On the one side he like life very much. He is very careful 
with life. Think about the great care given to the environment, 
to our lifeworld. Milliards are spend on healthcare. To save 
one life, sometimes the best doctors and the most advanced 
instruments are being used. Millions are spend in the fight 
against cancer, life's enemy No 1. The opposition against atomic 
power also has the background in taking a stand for life and 
in combatting the threat of it. That is the one side of the 
thinking of death and life by modern man. 
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It is simply a horn of plenty: first, second and third. What 
these 3 points contain we will discuss together. We speak about: 

CHRIST'S RESURRECTION: A HORN OF PLENTY 

because : 

1 . He quarantees through his resurrection the redemption of 
our trespasses . 

2. He renews throught his power our lives. 

3. He quarantees our resurrection into glory. 

Congregation there are those catechism distinctions, which after 
you have left the catechism class, are still of good use. Thgy 
enlighten your faith knowledge. I think here by name about the 
distinction which the reformed doctrine makes between the state 
of Christ's humiliation and the state of his elevation. The 
word " state " describes some one's legal status. 
When someone is suspected of having committed a crime, he is 
put in a state of indictment. Even if he is totally innocent 
of the fact for which he is accused, as long as his innocense 
is not proven, he is in the state of indictment. When the dutch 
queen Wilhelmina fled in 1940 to England, she was exiled for 
5 years away from country and throne. And yet she remained in 
her legal status , the state of queen. This was not taken away 
during her exile. These examples can help us to understand when 
we speak about the state of Christ's humiliation and of his 
elevation. About the state of his humiliation we have dealt 
with in the Lordsdays 14.15 and 16. Certainly, our Saviour was 
and remained the eternal Son of God, also when He was born out 
the virgin Mary. Lordsday 14 made a powerful testimonyy about 
this. But at the same time He was from his conception and birth 
in the state of humiliation. He was and remained an innocent 
man but God counted Him to be accursed , one driven away from 
his favour. According to his legal status He was guilty before 
God: for He had taken our sins and our guilt upon Himself. 
Very extensively the Lordsdays 15 and 16 showed us how He still 
further ascended in that state of his humiliation. He bore the 
heavy anger of God since the beginning of his stay on earth, A 
declared Lordsday 15 to us. He was condemned by the judge Pontius 
Pilate. As an accursed person He was led to the cross and died 
on it for us. At the cross He went through all the sorrows which 
we should have suffered. After all this He was buried in the 
garden of Joseph of Arimathea. That was the deepest point in 
the state of His humilation. He shared in the shame of us having 
to be buried. A dead person cannot be part of the society of 
the living. He is put away in the grave. Like this He has been 
in the grave for three days. From the Friday evening of his 
burial and the whole following Sabbath. The day of the Sabbath 
was a high day, says John (chapter 19:31) meaning the Jewish 
Passover. That was that Sabbath indeed: The Son of God who at 
the same time was human, rested in the grave on that Sabbath. 
He was, as Jonah in the belly of the whale, three days in the 
heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40) 
The old church has confessed its faith in the resurrection of 
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Congregation think here at the beginning of Christ's 
elevation again about the words of Paul of a few mome 
Christ was delivered because of our sins, but also, r 
for our justification. God shows us in the glorious r 
of his Son, that Christ has paid the debt including t 
penny. What do you think? Would God have resurrected 
from the dead, if there would have been one unredeeme 
Would God in the resurrection of your Saviour put the 
on his work , if that work was not totally completed? 
Your confession here shows in a beautiful way what in 
the deep meaning is of the resurrection of your Sayio 
Lordsday says: He has conquered death, so that He cou 
us share in the righteousness which He had obtained f 
his death . Congregation , it is not an easy word, that 
righteousness that your confession here uses. The cat 
pupils sometimes have difficulty with it. Also their 
as they have to explain this clearly. And yet: there 
word to express the meaning of the resurrection of yo 
There is in that word right that we already met when 
about Christ's legal or right status in the state of 
humiliation. Everything is now right between God and 
is what this word is saying. God's justice has no mor 
on you. Christ has paid your debt in full. It is even 
between God and you, just as even as it was between G 
man in paradise. Again if there would have been one m 
to redeem, if there would have been one more unrighte 
not covered and washed away by the blood of Christ, th 
would have left Him in the grave. His triumphant resu 
is the proof, the public proof, that Christ has paid 
to the very last cent. 

You may see it this way:God took the sixth word 
by his Son: that regal "It is finished", and sea 
resurrection. God lets that conquerers word soun 
hell and through the whole world. The devil and 
thought to drag your Saviour into the grave. Now 
grave and shows to the eyes of humans, angels an 
powerless the devil and death are. Congregation, 
it also of the most importance to maintain with 
this fact of sanctification of the resurrection 
God has in Christ's resurrection broken death in 
same as we can brake a board on our knee. For th 
church in its confession, also today. There are 
spirits today, who want to tamper with this. The 
to unmythologen Easter. That means: that whole E 
is only a myth, an old story. They claim that mo 
turns on the television and oversees the whole w 
when he is sick, goes to a modern clinic, cannot 
anymore. That belongs to those old times, when p 
believed in the myth of the resurrection of the 
story, they said, is born out of the conviction 
that it could not be finished with Christ's deat 
He continued to live for them in his message of 
of sins. And that conviction that Christ continu 
his message, they have made concrete by claiming 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The painter Wilbrink once made e very moving painting of the 
wellknown pillar saint Simeon Stylites. That name Stylites shows 
exactly who this Simeon was. He lead around 400 after Christ 
in the neighbourhood of Antioch a life on top of a pole. He 
was a"pole sitter" but in a different manner than the foolishness 
of today's pole sitters. He went to live on top of a pole to 
withdraw himself from this evil world. Because of that soon 
he became for the people of that time a call to holiness. From 
that pole he spoke to them and wrote them messages. For years 
he led this life. Wilbrink personated him for us, on top of 
that pillar. On the background of this man on the pillar he 
painted a city going up in flames. But this not move Simeon. 
He had withdrawn himself from this evil world. In quietly 
worshipping God, the hands folded, he sat on his pillar, far 
from the turmoil of the world. 



Do we as christians have to lead 
world? Do we have to, as so many 
ourselves from this world? With 
as the people of the middle ages 
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Congregation, this is not the way it is. Your confession shows 

you in this eighteenth Lordsday that Christ ascended to heaven 

for us, who live on earth, to be there for our benefit. Not 

to call us to withdraw from life on this earth, Certainly not. 

No, but so that we should fullfill our calling on this earth 

under an opened heaven. That is the greatness of this confession. 

From the gospel of the into the heaven ascended Christ 

a powerful encouragement emanates to us. Our confession: 

I believe in Christ's ascension to heaven, is a part of our 

only comfort. Not for nought does your confession ask in question 

49 ;" What is the benefit of the ascension of Christ? 

What do you do with it in every day life? About that we think 

today as we speak to you over: 



2 
OUR COMFORT IN THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST 

We discover this comfort in; 

1. The fact of the ascension, 

2. the promise given by it, 

3. the calling that flows out of Christ's ascension. 




uxo e wo F ^jL uc oojs something more. There it reads: He lifted 

up his hands and blessed them. (Luke 24: 50) And while He blessed 

them, He parted from them. 

What an impression those blessing hands must have made on the 
diciples. For the last time He showed them those hands, which 
were drilled through on the cross and still showed the scars. 
Streams of blessings flowed from these hands over the apostles. 
Then a cloud took Him out of their sight. He was taken up into 
the house of the Father. There is nothing of the force of the 
majestic revelation in the ascension gospel. 
Only friendliness and loveliness. 

On two points in this gospel your confession is very emphatic 
and brings them to the fore. Our Saviour "was taken up" from 
the earth to heaven, says answer 46, "before the eyes of the 
diciples". In the first place here is the action by the Father. 
He lifted up the Saviour. In a manner of spaeaking He took Him 
home. And in the second place: it happened before the eyes of 
the diciples. Luke writes: as they were looking on. Here the 
church of God has nothing to do with a fable in the ascension 
gospel. No, there were eyewitnesses, who informed the church 
of all ages about its truthfulness. The Catechism sets great 
value to this. The diciples did not imagine it. You can check 
it, answer 46 wants to say. It is the gospels of Mark and Luke 
and in the Acts. There were reliable witnesses. 
Congregation, in our time it is of great inportance to pay 
attention to this. Nowadays even as the resurrection gospel 
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Lordsday 19 

What is the use of it all for me? 



Sermon by the late 
Dr . R .H . Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: Psalm 118. 
Text: Lordsday 19 
2: 1,2. 

the law Psalm 5 
creed Psalm 
1,2,4,6. 



Psalm 
After 
After the 
Psalm 110 
Hymn 2: 4 
Psalm 98: 



4 
48 



2,4 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 



What is the use of it all or I do not see it anymore, you 
hear today's young people say. They mean with this; it is 
a chaotic world today, there is so much misery in this wor 
we do not see any purpose in our lives. There is no more 
perpective . 



see it anymore, you can 
n with this; it is such 
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THE GLORY OF OUR HEAD CHRIST COMES APPEARS IN: 

1. God governs all things; 

2. His glory has great value for us 

3. He leads history to its close. j 

1. Queastion 50 is sharply formulated. The pupil asks: Why is 
it added, And sits at the right hand of God? That is a pointed 
question. The pupil means: in the previous Lordsday we have 
confessed that Christ ascended into heaven. 




on our christian faith. 

Of course: Scripture uses in all these places a likeness, a 

speaking likeness. The seat at the right hand of the king i 




Here on earth He did not have a place to put his hea 
Here He walked around as the humiliated Son of man. 
even had hung on the cross. He was laid in the grave 
greatest humiliation. Then on Easter morning the Fat 
Him from the dead and with his ascension took Him up 
And there He sat Himself in glory at the right hand 
And with a fine touch that old christian church adde 
the Father almighty. So they had already confessed t 
God in that first article, where they said: I believ 
the Father the Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth 
Christ has set Himself glorious and triumphant at th 
hand of that Almighty God and Father. 

There is also a dynamic force in that word "and sits 
congregation. It expresses that He from there exersi 
kingship over heaven and earth in the rest of his vi 
Your confession expresses this also in its explanati 
words. He proves there, it says, that He is the Head 
Church, through whom the Father governs all things. 
How great is here the glory of your Saviour. Through 
Father governs all things. He is the centre in God's 
government. Psalm 110 does not proclaim Him for noug 
our Priest-King. The psalm says, He is a priest afte 
of Melchizedek. Who was the king of Salem. Abraham g 
the tithe of the booty, which he took from the kings 
East . At the same time he was priest of the God most 
Now, so your Saviour is Priest-King. He has acquired 
at God ! s right hand, the governing of all things, by 
Himself into death for them, which are His. 
Also the prophet Zechariah shows so beautifully to u 
of our priest-king Jesus Christ in Zechariah 6. The 
has to make a crown of silver and gold and place thi 
head of the high priest Joshuah as an image of the g 
the coming priest-king. (Zechariah 6: 11) Now God go 
things through Him, Jesus Christ. God sees through h 
God hears through his ears. God speaks through his m 
governs through Him. God has given Him all authority 
and earth. (Matthew 28: 18) 

Yes certainly, the Son of man, the"man" Jesus Christ, 
heaven a"man", we saw this in the previous Lordsday, 
the Lord governs through this glorified Son of man a 
in this world. You may see Him, his crowned head, hi 
glory, above all the newsreaders on radio and televi 
all what the newspapers report to us about chaos and 
in this world. No stone hard fate governs this world 
makes it disappear into nothing. You do not see the 
all for you? Look than up to Jesus in glory at God*s 
We know it: what we see and experience every day in 
often contradicts this. It seems unbelieveble , that 
a God's plan with this world and that Christ will ex 
thatplan. And yet so it is. The writer of the letter 
Hebrews 

has written about this glory of Christ contrary all 
can see: As it is, we do not yet see everything in s 
to Him. But we see Jesus, crowned with glory and hon 
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9). No, history is not a quiet small cree 
iolence and chaos, of terror and war, some 
gh. That you can see today. The twentieth 
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Christ government. Answer 50 says, God r 
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2. With that we also have come to the second question and answer 
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Lordsday 20. 

Also given to me . 

Sermon by the late 
Dr . R .H . Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading John: 16: 5-22 
Text: Lordsday 20 
Psalm 122: 1,3. 
After the law: Psalm 51 
After the creed: Hymn 2 
Psalm 119: 62,65,66. 
Hymn : unknown 
Hymn : unknown . 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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2 
We speak about: 
OUR CONFESSION CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

1. The Holy Spirit ties us to Christ; 

2. He comforts us with Christ; 

3. He holds unto us in Christ. 

1. Lordsday 20, congregation, is a very short Lordsday. It is 
even shorter than Lordsday 17 which we looked at not to long 
ago. There the Catechism has three points, here only in two, 
it cannot be much shorter than that. 

Why is this Lordsday so short? Did the men of the reformation 
not consider the Holy Spirit to be important? Did they figure 
the confessing of God the Father and God the Son to be more 
important? Take a look congregation, what an attention they 
paid to those. About God the Father the Catechism speaks in 
two extensive Lordsdays: in Lordsdays 9 and 10. About God the 
Son, it uses no less than 9, the Lordsdays 11 including 19. 
Why now so short? Well you have to watch out for two things. 
In the first place your confession has not said everything it 
wants to say about the Holy Spirit in this Lordsday. Read the 
heading above this Lordsday: God the Holy Spirit and our 
Sanctif ication . In any case that heading comprises also Lordsdays 
21 and 22 and we really could include Lordsdays 23 and 24. 
God the Holy Spirit and our Sanctif ication touches also the 
gathering of Christ's church and no less the congregation of 
the saints. And even the last two articles of our faith: about 
the resurrection of the flesh and eternal life, fall under that 
heading. On the day of Christ's return the breath of the Spirit 
shall brush over this earth and resurrect the dead from its 
dust. He grants them the eternal and imperishable 
life . Congregation , even what your confession says in Lordsdays 
23 and 24 about the justification through faith, is not loose 
of the Holy Spirit. He seals to our hearts the acquittal which 
God grants to us in Christ. In the second place how heavily 
charged this so short Lordsday is. The drafters of the Catechism 
knew the art of saying much with a few words. 

Now take the start of this Lordsay in which you confess that x 
the Holy Spirit together with the Father and the Son is true 
and eternal God. There are explainers who judge, that this 
Lordsday wants to bind once again on your heart that the Holy 
Spirit, like the Father and the Son, is God. The Father is God, 
the Son is God, here very emphatically it is confessed that the 
Spirit is also God. But then your confession would repeat what 
has been said in Lordsday 8. There it has confessed the trinity 
of God. But that is not the matter here. Answer 53 does not 
say that the Holy Spirit is like the Father and the Son true 
and eternal God, but together with the Father and the Son. That 
is a fine shade of distinction, which you should not miss. It 
is not so simple to explain where this in being God of the Holy 
Spirit comes in. Give therefore your attention to the headings 
with which your confession divides the 12 articles of faith. 
The first article reviews it under the heading: God the Father 



and our creation. We can imagine what that means. We see, in 
a manner of speaking the creation before us. Take Genesis One 
and what the Scriptures show us there: the creation of light, 
of the firmament, of the animals and of man. Genesis One says: 
So the world was created. It all comes from the hands of God 
the Creator and Maintainer of all things. After that follow 
the articles 2-7 which all deal about your Saviour. 
There the heading is: God the Son and our Redemption. We 
understand really well what the confession wants to say to us. 
We see the work of God in those articles as passing in front 
of our eyes. They speak to us about his humble birth, of his 
suffering and death, his descension into hell. They also show 
us How God raised Him from the dead, his ascension and his 
sitting at the right hand of God. At the end they open up the 
view on his coming on the clouds of heaven. It is all about 
God the Son and our redemption. We have studied this very 
extensively in the previous Lordsdays. In the Lordsdays 11 to 
19 we saw this as it was before our eyes. But now the heading 
above this Lordsday 20: God the Holy Spirit and our 
sanctif ication . What does the confession mean with this? What 
is now the specific work of the Holy Spirit which is being 
expressed here? That word "sanctif ication" is not an easy word. 
Catechumen sometimes have trouble with it. What is meant by 
it? It absolutely does not mean that we through the Holy Spirit 
become holy people in the sense of sinless people. That we are 
not and will not become either. No, the word holy always has 
in the Scriptures the basis meaning of being seperated from 
the world and being dedicated to the service of the God. Think 
about the first baptism' question: do you confess that our 
children are sanctified in Christ. That means being under Christ 
and his redemptive work , dedicated to his service. 
Taken up in Christ into God's covenant. 

This you have to think about when here it is, in Lordsday 
20, about God the Holy Spirit and our sanctif ication . Here you 
can also think what is said in the baptism form, that the Holy 
Spirit imparts to us what we have in Christ, namely the cleansing 
from our sins and the daily renewal of our lives. Here you stand 
at the centre of the matter which you confess. All the treasures 
which Christ has obtained for us , which He has earned and paid 
for with his precious blood, the Holy Spirit carries them to 
you. That is also the background of that first compact sentense 
of answer 53: The Holy Spirit is, together with the Father 
and the Son true and eternal God. We do not confess that, to 
put it theoretically, o yes, the Holy Spirit is God as is the 
Father and the Son. No, we confess this to make clear that 
to the giving and sharing of salvation no one less than God 
Self, God the Holy Spirit, is involved. The Father created us. 
That He could and did as God. The Son redeemed us. That He can 
and did as God. The Holy Spirit imparts to us the salvation 
in Christ, carries it to us. That He does and that He can as 
God. He is together with the Father and the Son true God. To 
touch the corrupted heart of a sinner with the magic wand of 
God's grace and re-create only God the Holy Spirit can do this. 
No, the Holy Spirit is not only a power of God or only a holy 
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2. At the end, answer 53 indicates some major points from the 
work of the Holy Spirit. It could name many more. Later, in 
Lordsdays 21 including 24, there will be many more. 

Your textbook has in relation to the Holy Spirit many more things 
to say. That is why it is now limited. But what it names has 
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20 makes with these words " to comfort me " a masterly 
goes back to Lordsday 1, that hymn of the only comfort. 

have confessed that you belong with body and soul * 
ife and death, to your faithful Saviour Jesus Christ, 
r 53 says thisrthat comfort is served to you, given 

the Holy Spirit. Who seals in our hearts that we belong 

ion, the men of the Catechism knew how a christian 
mpted. The devil and our own flesh, to speak with the 
Lordsday 52, do not cease to attack us. In this battle 
Spirit comforts and encourages you. How He does this? 
g the promises of the gospel in your heart by the 

of the gospel. We cannot emphasize enough how important 
ing is. On the pulpit, when the Word is being preached, 
Spirit is in action. What is it a comfort that we, 
ddle of the streams of atheism and the "God is dead" 

have a Comforter, a Paraclete, who comforts us with 
bove, at God's right hand, takes it up for us. 



3. So now we come to the last point. Answer 5 
more small sentence to outline the work of th 
The Holy Spirit is given to me, says this ans 
with me forever. We saw how the Holy Spirit b 
and comforts us with Christ. Now we see how H 
Christ. The confession clearly goes back to t 
we cited from John 14 verse 17. There Christ 
Holy Spirit; for He dwells with you and will 
the Holy Spirit has us in his grip, He will n 
Your confession here touches upon the doctrin 
Perseverance of the saints. Half a century la 
established at the Synod of Dort in 1618/1619 
In chapter V the reformed church confesses th 
confession of the perseverance of the saints 
But God, who is rich in mercy, according to t 
purpose of His election, does not completely 
Spirit even in their deplorable fall. (Canons 
The canons also name examples of this deplora 
David, Peter, and other saints, (art 4) 
What was developed in Dort against the remons 
here in answer 53 in sober words: to remain w 
Where would we be if there was no perseveranc 
If the Holy Spirit would not remain with us f 
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It is not without reason that the Holy Spirit 
church and with its believers. Think about th 
at Laodicea. Christ threatens her: So, because 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spe 
mouth. (Revelations 3 :16) 

Jeremiah warns Israel not to put its trust on 
words as: This is the temple of the Lord, the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord. (Jeremiah 7 :14 
in his children in the way of their persevera 
promises. There are many examples In the Scri 
holds on to his children. Did not Jacob have 
on which angels ascended (first) and descende 
that dream: Jacob I am with you and I will ke 
of what you have done to your father Isaac. A 
the prophet Nathan who told David about his s 
and said: You are the man. Then David could c 
Peter denied his Saviour. But Christ held ont 
re-instated him in his office in the appearan 
Galilee. Yes, the Holy Spirit will remain wit 
also goes with you through the dark tunnel of 
That is included in that remaining with me fo 
confession will develope this further in Lord 
speaks about eternal life and the resurrectio 
Here it takes already an advance. 
Congregation, short and powerful is this Lord 
Holy Spirit and rich with contents. The Holy 
to Christ. He comforts you with Christ and He 
in life and death in Christ. Straight through 
us upon his lap. (to his bosom?) 
Praise Him into eternity. 
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The ark of God 



Sermon by the late 
Dr * R .H .Bremmer , 
Enschede,the Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton , 
Alberta. 
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Hymn: unknown 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesu Christ 
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Lordsday 21 adds to that the 10 th article, about phe forgiveness 

of sins. These three form a strong union: God T s church, the 

communion of saints and the forgiveness of sins. We all may 

as believers, old and young, be involved with all three. 

And do you know to what you have to pay attention?! Your 

confession discusses these three under the heading! : 

God the Holy Spirit and our sanctif ication . The Holy Spirit 

involves us personally through the gospel in these; three matters 

of faith. ! 

Because of that We speak about: j 



THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND GOD'S CHURCH. 



1. Christ gathers through Him the church; 

2* He founds in her the communion of saints; 

3. He gives her the forgiveness of sins. 
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Now you understand, that the reformers could repeat^ this article 
about the church with heart and soul. Weren't they jin the midst 
of the battle? Did they not for the sake of Jesus go to the 
scaffold? Was it not for them a battle of life and jdeath to 
remain church of Christ? Does not answer 54 speak about the 
faith the way it explains God's church, also not about their 
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inserts them into that building. He chases them as fish into 
his net, that He throws out in the gospel into the sea of 
mankind. Answer 54 says: He gathers his church, but you also 
confess here: He also defends and preserves it. 
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2. Your confession adds to the faith of the holy catholic 
christian church something else, namely the words: the communion 
of saints. The holy catholic christian church is the communion 
of saints. That is an important addition to our cbnfession 
about Christ's church. In the explanation of thosfe words in 
answer 55, namely the church of the reformation has deepened 
the contents of these words compared to the old christian church. 
It has concentrated in Christ the meaning the old! church gave 
to it. We will explain this further. The first christians thought 
with the communion of saints about two different things. 
They thought with the expression communion of saints about 
persons and matters. In the first place about persons. With 
this they had in mind the believers, the saints, Who already 
have died and are above with God. They knew themselves united 
in Christ with those men and women who had given their lives 
for Christ and already are with the Lord. With alj. those others 
who died in Christ. j 

John saw, in Revelations 6 when the fifth seal was! opened by 
the Lamb , the souls of those who had been slain for the word 
of God and for the witness they had borne. They communed with 
the church on earth and prayed: Sovereign Lord holy and true 
how long before Thou wilt judge and avenge our blood on those 
who dwell upon the earth? The church above communes with the 
church here below. We may know us to be united with those many, 
many believers who went to heaven before us. | 
The old church thought with its confession about the communion 
of saints especially about them. It understood something more. 
It also viewed the commnion of saints as a communion of holy 
matters. It thought namely with that about the sacrements. We 
as believers together take part in the holy baptism and the 
Lord Supper. We arrange ourselves in the church around the signs 
and seals of God's promises and together take part in it. 
The first christians, in this manner, gave expression to their 
faith of the communion of saints. Now you have to| see how in 
answer 55 the church of the Reformation has deepened this. Firstly 
it means, confesses answer 55, "that the believers all and 
everyone, as members of Christ have communion with Him and share 
in all His treasures and gifts". In that both meanings of the 
old christian church are in this. All the believers, above and 
below, have communion in Christ. In Him is our rallying-point . 
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3. Now we come to the third question and answer in this rich 
Lordsday 21: the one about the forgiveness of sinsj In the 
apostolic creed this is a separate article 10: I believe in 
the forgiveness of sins. In our confession it is, with our 
confession about the church and the communion of saints, under 
the work of God the Holy Spirit and our sanctif ication . The 
Holy Spirit uses the preaching of God's promise of j 
guilt-forgiving as a means for us to appropiate through faith 
that forgiveness. God forgives totally, you confess here in 
answer 56. Listen: because of Christ's satisfaction, will no 
more remember my sins, nor my sinful nature, against which I 
have to struggle all my life. Is that not radical? jGod even 
forgives my sinful nature, out of which time and a£ain my sins 
come from. He forgives to the root of my life. Your confession 
points here to Psalm 103 with those words with which after 
thecelebration of the Lord's Supper sound as music to our ears: 
He does not deal with us according to our sins nor requite us 
according to our iniquities . (verse 10) In Psalm 130 the pilgrim 
calls out in the dismay of his heart: If Thou, Lord, shouldst 
mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? The answer j is already 
there: But there is forgiveness with Thee that Thou may be 
feared, (verses 3 and 4) j 

What is there in this answer 56 the powerful gospel of 
theRef ormation . Luther fought with this the horrible practice 
of indulgences and confession of his time. God does not forgive 
my sins because of me giving a deed in return to Him, through 
good works or in a life of self punishment. You confess here: 
He forgives because of Christ's satisfaction. That J is why the 
ending of answer 56 is: God will graciously grant me the 
righteousness of Christ, that I may never come int<^ condemnation. 
To the church is given in the preaching of the finished work 
of Jesus Christ, the absolution, the remission of Sins. 
We cited before from the Belgic Confession that there is 
"outside " of it, that is outside of the church, n<> salvation. 
That is not to say that whom is not a member of th^ Reformed 
church cannot go to heaven. But it will say that n6 where else 
the forgiveness of our sins for Christ's sake is proclaimed 
to us than in God's church. It does that through the gospel 
of free grace entrusted to that church. THe old reformed people 
liked to use for the church the image of the ark o£ God. It 
floats on the waters of this world. The Holy Spirit gathers 
all God's saints to that ark through the Word. He founds in 
it the communion of saints. And He lets be preached in its midst 
the glorious gospel of the forgiveness of sins. There is, thanks 
to God, room in it for young and old. Seek there for your whole 
life your place. Do not procastinate . Do not leave: your children 
an empty testament, j 

Amen . 
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Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 

Text Lordsday 22 j 

Psalm 30: 5,7 | 

After the law: Psalm 31: 15 

After the creed: Psalm 16: 4 

Psalm 73 : 8,9 j 

Hymn 43: 3 

Hymn ; unknown. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ 
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GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES A PERFECT WORK 



We see this in: 
1 . when dying : 

2. with the resurrection of the flesh; 

3. in the glory of everlasting life. 




rorwara to nis triumpn. | 

With the church of the Reformation it was not any I different . 
The men and the women for whom Ursinus and Oliviaiius wrote 
this comfortbook, also know of scaffolds and pyres. They went 
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special attention to this. The doctrine of purgatory is not 
only an isolated part of the roman catholic confession. It is 
connected with the whole of it. And just through the rejection 
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Lordsday 23. 

Gospel directed straight to you. 

Sermon by the late 
Dr . R .H .Bremmer , 
Enschede,The Netherlands. 



Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta 



Reading: Psalm 32;. 
Text: Lordsday 23;, 
Psalm: 130: 1 ,4 ! 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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OF WHAT VALUE IS THE RIGHTEOUS MAKING FAITH TO YOU? 



We pay attention to three points of view. 
1* On a sharp legal demand; 

2. A surprising acquittal; 

3. The faith that accepts this acquittal. 
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The Catechism does not say this, but Paul says this, the on 
the road to Damascus converted apostle to Christ. Does the 
Catechism speak here a too heavy a language in thi$ sharp demand? 
Is it not exactly the same when it says later that! also the 
most holy ones still only have a small beginning ot this 
obedience? Is it also not the same language David speaks in 
Psalm 51: Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned, and done which 
was evil in thy sight. Indeed, the devil and concience, both 
are accusing us before God. 0, what lies in this accusation 
a warning not to forget your concience. They are in the church; 
people who in their own concience are branded, and; who do not 
care about it.( 1 Timothy A verse 2) Paul warns Tirnothy about 
it. Lordsday 23 has to warn all of us, not to withdraw from 

this sharp accusation in answer 60. It urges to humiliation. 

i 

2. Once more we remember the accusation of the devil out of 
Zechariah three. What will happen now, now that he! points 
out to God the filthy clothes of Joshua? Now read the 
continuation of answer 60, that surprising and liberating sequel. 
After this accusation the answer goes on with the Word which 
is worth its weight in gold, with that simple word! "yet" . In 
your minds congregation, underline that word, it is the hinge 
with which answer 60 makes a complete turn. It wants to say: 
as all the demands of the devil and of my own concience are 
true, "yet" a radical new situation steps in. Because after 
that word is written: God grants me. God will give! his verdict. 
God has heard the accusation of the devil. He also' heard the 
accusation of my concience. And instead of condemning us, He 
sets us free. God gives through the Angel of the Lord, other 
angels the command: remove the filthy garments from him. And 
then the Angel of the Lord says: See, I have taken your iniquity 
away from you, and I will clothe you with rich apparel. Is that 
not surprising? God says: you are free. How is this possible? 
How can God do this? The continuation of answer 60 will tell 
you. What God showed in old testament images to Zechariah, 
now proclaims your confession in new testament language. God 
give me, it says, the perfect satisfaction, righteousness and 
holiness of Christ. The writers of the catechism choose these 
words with care. We did not name answer 60 not forj nought a 
litany, a hymn of praise. That you formulate very harefully. 
It is definitely not a piling up of heavily laden Words. God 
imputes to me the perfect satisfaction of Christ, says this 
answer. Put that word satisfaction over against: haye grievously 
sinned against all God's commandments from the accusation. 
And what God do, congregation? He slides over those sins of 
yours* the bearing of your punishment through his own dear Son 
on Golgotha. He, Christ, did enough. He did enough to God's 
righteousness. He covered your sins with his suffering and death. 
It is not written for nought in Isaiah 53: The Lord has laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all. And He was wounded for our 
transgressions, upon Him was the chastisement thatl made us whole. 
What gives answer 60 a fine image df the finished Assurance 
of your Saviour. For it does not stop with the satjisf action 
of Christ. God also gives us his righteousness, says your 
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God's acquittal is, the last part of answer 60 shows 
am through that acquittal of God , whidh is full 
ustified, just as if I had never had nor committed 
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See, I bring for my preservation, 

You not any incense, myrrh or gold, 

tired I come, poor and naked, 

to the God who saves, 

who clothes and feeds the poor, 

who makes the sinner live. 
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the heart of Lordsday; 24 

of the previous Lordsday. 



The 



There you have confessed that only the faith in Jesus Christ 
acquits you before God. There was nothing in it fro|m us. Even 
our faith was only an instrument, a means to take this free 
grace of the forgiveness. Jesus blood and righteousness, which 
are my ornaments, and none other, says an old song.j And now 
your confession takes a whole Lordsday to explain tihis againvery 
thoroughly. The j ustification through the faith is jcarried 
through in this Lordsday 24 to the root of christian life. 
There is really nothing deserving in my good works J not in my 
faith, not in my hope and not in my love. Not for A moment is 
any of this ground for my acquittal. They grow out of it. By 
emphasizing that in Lordsday 24, the Catechism once riiore 

powerfully rejects the whole roman catholic merit d° ctr i ne * 
To us much is forgiven, that we confessed in Lordsday 23. 
Because of that we love much and absolutely not the reverse. 
That is Lordsday 24* Today we speak to you about: 

THE PROVING OF THE GOSPEL OF THE FREE GRACE. 



We see that: 

1 . with our faith ; 

2. with our hope; 

3. with our love. 



1* Lordsday 24 begins with a penetrating question . | But why can 
our good works not be our righteousness before God; or at least 

! 
I 

part of it? In those two first words lies the penetrating part 

of this question: but why? But father, listen, a child can 

sometimes ask. But father, why is that not allowed? The little 

word "but" is not there for nought. It makes this Lordsday 

i 
very penetrating. If you read this first question of this 

i 

Lordsday carefully, you also hear who asked this question. Here 
the Catechism lets a roman catholic contradictor speak. He may 
lay his criticism about the Reformation on the table. 
Congregation, there is something special in this, A vehement 
opponent of the Reformation walks into the study and launches 
this question. You have to remember that in the 16! th century, 
in which the Catechism was written, the positions jbetween Rome 
and the Reformation were not consolidated. The discussions about 
the central questions of sin and grace continued, lit speaks 

well of Ursinus and Olevianus that they did not fear to let 

j ■ 

themselves be questioned by the roman catholic contradictors. 

In the question that starts with "but why"* also shows a certain 

impatience. How is this now? asks the contradictor. 



Does the christian life style than not at all count before God? 

Have our good works, and with that our whole christian life 

i 

is meant, not have any merit before God? What is the reason 

of the reformed standpoint to exert oneself when G6d does not 

1 
attach any merit to it? And if our whole christian j life is not 

i 

deserving to God, perhaps however for a part? It aire cardinal 
matters in our relation with God which are here on the order 
paper* Do you know what is behind this? Congregation, there 
is between Rome and the Reformation a profounde difference in 

! 

the vision on the human being. The roman catholic faith doctrine 

i 

looks much more optimistic at man than the reformer. In the eyes 

I 
of the roman catholic church it is not too bad with that fallen 

! 

man. This is also in the roman catholic church- new style-, 

the one we have to deal with today. People say that the Catechism 

is not of much value in these times. It is not timely anymore. 

Whoever speaks like this is absolutely wrong* This j question 

62 goes four square against the horizontalism and the fellow- 

menship ethics, of which the roman catholic theology new style 

has been saturated. It hopes for a new society with a new human 

being who will bring peace to earth. If people are j good to one 

i 
another, we will get another world. This is definitely 

attainable, believe the roman catholic theologian Schillebeekx 

and other modern theologians. God's, grace ties on to the good 

that has remained in the human nature. In reality With this 

j 
point of view the church becomes a social institution that will 

make mankind better* It is asked, why does the Reformation looks v 

so pessimistic at men? 

Our confession lets the contradictor finish speaking. But as 

soon he is done, it powerfully goes against this, congregation, 

i 

look at that answer 62. Because, your confession says, the 
righteousness which can stand before God's judgment must be 
absolutely perfect and in complete agreement with the law of 
God. That is the first argument and the seconds isi whereas 
even our best works in this life are all imperfect j and defiled 
by sin. Your confession definitely does not take the easy way 
out. The arguments are piling themselves up and the most 



important one is in the beginning of this answer. the issue 
is, says answer 62: which righteousness can stand before God's 
judgment. You have to pay attention the word "right" that is 
in it. It is about how we can stand right before God. Here the 
confession touches on the heart of the difference tetween Rome 
and us. A while ago we spoke about Rome's optimistic view of 
men. The confession here shows that there is also a profound 
difference between ours and their vision of God. In that lies 
our greatest difference. I 

How do we stand over against God? How does God jud&e us? 

On that point the answer of the roman catholic theologians is 

i 

the same as in the time of the Reformation. As a manner of 

i 

speaking, they see God as a Notary, God has a weighscale in 

his hands. In the one scale God throws our sins. In the other 

j 

Christ's cross earned merit. Alas, according to thfem this is 
not sufficient to weigh up against the scale with our sins. 
Christ's righteousness has to be supplemented with our good 
works, Rome does not pay attention to the quality pf Christ's 
cross earned merit as being a before God finished work, but 
on the quantity of it. This is too small. Good works have to 
be added to this. 

If there was someone who has wrestled with these things it was 
the apostle Pual . He had the same problem with the! Pharisees 
of that time with exactly the same vision of men and God view 
point. They also saw God as a great Notary who on the one side 
noted all the good works and on the other side registered our 
sins. They figured that they could keep God's law t>ut of their 
own strenght. | 

What had Paul by God's grace a different vision abbut this, 
proven to him on the road to Damascus. God's law accuses us, 
he explains. God's law condemns. God's law discovers us to our 
guilt. God's law is not only a summimg up of loose: laws, no 
it is a fiery law, which demands that perfect love, to God and 
the neighbour. In that law we are in the hands of the holy 
majestic God. He tests us with that law. In this He confronts 
us with his own godly holiness. Think about that mighty word 



of Paul in Galatians 3 verse 10: Cursed be everyone who does 
not abide by all things written in the book of the; law and do 
them. I 

The apostle means to say: If you want to keep the law, than 
you keep God's whole law. How does man come out ofi this 

confrontation with God's law? Paul answers: All who rely on 

i 

the works of the law are under a curse. And what does James 

j 

tell us, who more than any of the other apostles emphasizes 

the law? He says: For whoever keeps the whole law jbut fails 

in one point has become guilty of all of it.(Jamed 2: 10) 

God's law is a oneness. That is why the righteousness which 

before God's judgemnt has to exist, has to be in unison with 

God's law on all points. 

Still, congregation, answer 62 is not finished yet. It has more 

to say. It adds to the previous, that all our best works in 

this life are imperfect and defiled with sin. Yout confession 

points to the moving word in Isaiah 64 verse 6. There the prophet 

confesses as the mouth of God: We have all become! like one who 

! 

is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like &. polluted 
garment, We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, takes us away. In Isaiah it says literally as a garment 
polluted with menstruation blood. So are our righteousnesses 
before God, says Isaiah. You throw them away, they are polluted, 
they cannot exist before God. But now we have some questions. 
If God through Isaiah judges so severely about our righteousness, 
what is then the use to exert oneself for the service of God? 

j V 

We maintain with all our power our christian life style. We 
resist with all our might the secularization of life. We have 
build up our own schools and own our own organizations. Does 
this not have any meaning? Is it not said in Lukd 1 that 
Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous before God and 
livedblamelessly according to all the commandments of God?(Luke 
1:6) | ■ 

f 

Does it have any merit? Sure, congregation, but never as a ground 
to come, because of that, in the clear before God. Could David 
lean on a lifelong service of God, when he sinned with Bathseba? 



He had moved the ark of the Lord to the mount Siori. He had 
accumelated treasures for the building of the hoiise of the 
Lord, so that later Solomon could build the temple. Do you know 
what he sang, when he had confessed his trespass before God? 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me and I shall 
be whiter than snow. (Psalm 51: 7) And then not to [forget the 

! 

the seventeenth verse: The sacrifice acceptable tb God are a 

F ■ I 

broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, God thou wilt 
not despise. 

On what did Zechariah lean when he was hit with dumbness because 
of his unbelief after the message of Gabriel that \ to Elizabeth 
a son would be born? Did he lean on his blameless j life as priest 
before God? He confessed his unbelief and took his refuge in 
God's mercy and spoke gloriously about it. In his|hymn of praise 
he said that God brought his people salvation and j remembered 
his mercy. j 



So the radical answer 64 pushes you to the only righteousness 

i 

which can exist before God: The one from Jesus Christ. He alone 

is your righteousness before God. In Him you can take your 

j 

refuge. This Lordsday 24 maintains that you are righteous before 
God only through faith. From that alone, out of the faith in 
Jesus Christ and his finished work, blooms your christian life. 
It can never be the ground to be able to exist before God. It 
lays over your life the shine and glow of the forgiveness of 
sins. As the Saviour says to the sinner in the hoiise of Simon: * 
her sinsjwhich are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. When 
we live like this out of the forgiveness of sins the tightness 



christian 
not find its 



out of your life will go away. How is it that our 

life so often is stiff and without joy? Does this 

cause in this, that ilf does not bloom out of the faith in the 

acquittal of our guilt for Christ's sake? Does not lay in this 

the proof of the truth of the life out of the justification? 



2. Meanwhile: the contradictor throws again an argument at the 
church of the reformation only to combat the justification out 



of faith. He again poses a question. Again he star 



ts with that 
God will 



word "but". But have our good works than no merit? 

reward them in this and also in the future life? Listen now, 

I have the Bible on my side. Which proves that God rewards our 

i 
good works. That you can read in many places in tfye Bible. 

Certainly, it looks like he is right. Read Genesis 15. God says 

to Abraham: Fear not, Abram, I am your God; your reward shall 

be very great. Can one imagine a greater reward? Take Psalm 

19: 11 : in keeping God's commandments there is a Igreat reward. 

And hear Christ say at the end of Revelations say:| Behold, I 



am coming soon bringing my recompense, to repay everyone for 
what he has done.( Revelations 22: 12) Now, the contradictor 
says: where there is a reward , there is also deserving? In earthly 
business you get your salary, when you have worked a month. 

! 

Is it not like that in the kingdom of heaven? j 



How does the Catechism counter this contradictor ? j Congregation , 

i 
read answer 63. That has been very carefully formulated. Our 

reward, it says, is not earned; it is a gift of grace. Actually 

at first sight this is strange. The expression " 6ut of grace" 

means to say, that there is no work involved at all. Out of 

grace means "for nothing". Yes, that is what it m6ans and this 

answer would be strange, if we had to live with an iron wagelaw 

as in economic life. But here you are in the kingdom of heaven 

and there things happen not according to iron law^ . Sometimes 

it seems very strange in our eyes, but not in the; eye of God. 

And God wants that we see these things through his eyes. The 

Lord Jesus helps us with this in the parable in Luke 17. He 

I 

says to his diciples : when a slave comes in from; the field 
where he for his lord has plowed or herded sheep £11 day, does 
the lord say to the slave: come at once and sit down at the 
table? You have worked all day, now you have earned that you 
and me can have dinner together? No, he says to the slave, now 
you have to serve me and take care of my food and drink and 
after this it is your turn. When the slave has served his 



lord, does the lord thank him, because he did what 



he was 



commanded to do? Everyone who heard this answered to himself: 

of course not. That was the way workrelations were in those 

days. A slave did not earn anything. His master had bought him 

i 
with all his work power. The lord had in the relation ship of 

those days, not one single reason to say thank you. That slave 

simply did what he was commanded to do. Did not hid lord buy 



him for that? He was an useless servant. That word 



"useless" 



you should not take in the way that his lord was not getting 

any "use" out of him. The parable shows us, that he does what 

j 
his lord commands him to do, even if he figured that he was 

all done. The South African translation here hits the bulls 

eye. It translates with: Us is only a slave and usjdo not earn 

anything. And that is the way it is with us. When ye do what 



T 



the Lord who has bought us with his blood , commands I us , we do 

I 
not have a single reason to be proud of ourselves. We are than 

only useless slaves of the Lord. Us do not earn anything. When 

i 

we, as this slave, put out for this Lord, we do only that for 

| 

what he has bought and paid for us. And when He then rewards 

i 

us, with no less than ever lasting life , - what a fantastic salary 

-, there are no earnings in this. 

Congregation, we cannot refrain to let you hear another parable 

of the Saviour, in which He illustrates this grace reward to 

us. I think about the remarkable parable from Matthew 20, which 

we have read together. The explainers quite often have difficulty 

with it. But if we quietly contemplate it, it contains a 

penetrating gospel proclamation. It again is about a lord, * 

now "one" who hired laborers to work for him for a denarius 

a day. They went to work early in the morning in his vineyard. 

The lord however did not have enough laborers. He needed more. 

So he hired some more at the third hour, -nine o'clock in the 

morning, and at the sixth hour,- at twelve noon, and even at 

I 
the eleventh hour,- five o'clock in the afternoon, he hired 

some to work in his vineyard. When the day had passed, the lord 

called all the laborers together and paid them all! one denarius. 

I 

The laborers of the first hour became mad. We can understand 

* i 

this very well. They cried: we have borne the scorching heat 



and we get Only one denarius and those boys, who 4 tarte( i t0 
work at the eleventh hour, they also received a denarius. They 
figured this to be unfair. And again: we are tempted to agree 
with them* 

Congregation, read this parable carefully. There eLre some 
peculiarities which we should not forget. THe Lord took great 
care when He constructed this parable. In the fir^t place you 

have to realize, that he only with the laborers of the first 

j 

hour had made an agreement about the wages. He hired them for 
a denarius a day. With the others the lord agreed j to pay them 
a fair amount. In the second place you must be awdre that the 
lord paid the workers of the first hour last. That he did on 
purpose. They had seen what the others received. With that he 
put them to the test. He wanted to find out what riiade these 
laborers tick. Were they only wage slaves? Was it \ for them only 
for the money? Or did they have heart for the lord and they 
liked to work for him? They were caught. For them j it was only 
for the money and nothing else. Now the lord pays them. They 
get the denarius for which they were hired and regally he now 
said: Take what belongs to you, and go: I choose to give the 
last as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose 
with what belomgs to me? 



Congregation, what kind of laborers are we in this parable? 
Workers of the first hour? Sometimes it looks lik£ that. How 

do we judge sometimes about other christians? Do ; we realize 

I 

sufficiently that it is grace to work in the vineyard of the 
master like the workers of the first hour? But let us not 
complain as the Lord and now with a capital L, gets more workers 
at the eleventh hour. Do we know how it will be ih God f s kingdom 
and who knows how many more the Master 1 will go and get? Shortly 
before this parable in chapter 19 verse 30, Christ says: But 
many that are first will be last, and the last first. God sets 
our salary and He does it out of free grace. This j parable shows 
us that. 
Sometimes the last are rewarded more than the first. One more 



1-0 



thing. The reward with God gives out of grace, in hot small. 
You have to do with a generous heavenly Father. Question 63 
explains that God will reward us in this and in thfe future life. 



great reward 
degrees of 



Christ speaks in the sermon on the mount even of a 

in heaven . (Matthew 5: 1.2) Our forefathers spoke of 

glory. God does not reward everyone equally in the everlasting 

life, but that does not take away from the perfection of the 



heavenly glory* Someone expressed it this way: the glasses from 
which new wine is drank, are not all of the same size. But they 

are all filled to the rim. ! 

i 

So Lordsday 24 gives, also in the reward that is in: view for 
us, enough proof. It is a reward of grace and our christian 
hope aims to the glory which is in view for us and given out 
of grace. j 



3. The contradictor has just about been silenced. But yet he 

has one more question. He asks: Does this teaching! not make 

i 

people careless and wicked? Your confession here answers with 
definite "no". For it is impossible, it argues that "no", that 
those grafted in Christ by true faith should not bring forth 
fruits of thankfulness. 

You can feel the trembling of the indignation in this answer. 

Imagine: would the teaching of God f s free and sovereign grace 

make godless people? Careless people? The Catechism does not 

say, that there are no such people in the church. An explainer 

of the Catechism from earlier times even wrote: there are lots 

of them. It scares you and you hope very much that! this is not 

the case here with us. But in any case: that does not come out 

of this evangelical teaching. Indeed, once and a while you meet 

them in the church, people you not have a single worry about 

their eternal salvation. They should realize the sharp question 

f 
of Paul: Are we to continue in sin so that grace may abound? 

(Romans 5: 1) We hope that each one of you will say to that 

a whole-hearted no. You confess here, that it is impossible 

that such teaching makes such people. That is not an 



11 



impossibility in the naturalness sense as, it is impossible 

that a stone falls upward. It is impossible seen out from God 

and out from the finished work of your Saviour, Do inot those 

who are grafted into Him, bring forth fruits of thankfulness? 

Who in Christ as the true vine is grafted into it, [brings forth 

out of his power , fruits , even many fruits. Think again about 

the woman who was a sinner. Her sins which are many, are 

I 
forgiven, for she loved much. Or to use an example: jwhen someone 

drills for water in the desert and hits a waterlode, the water 



will spout out of it. Just like that. He touched a 



waterlode ♦ 
heartely 



Drill your pump into Christ. Who loves his Saviour 

shall devote his life to Him. He says in John 15 in the parable 

J 
of the true vine; for apart from Me, you can do nothing. 

So your confession in Lordsday 24 has delivered enpugh proof 

of Lordsday 23. The contradictor's mouth has definitely been 

shut. The Catechism continues cheerfully in Lordsday 25 by 

speaking about the means of grace, about Word and sacrement. 

The grace, free and sovereign, is safe. Out of the (power of 

Christ's finished work and of God's free grace. 

Proof enough. 



Amen . 



Lordsday 25 

The Holy Spirit works with means 



Sermon by the late 

Dr . R .H . Bremmer 

Enschede, The Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, 
Alberta. 



Reading: Mark 7: 24-3 

Text: Lordsday 25, 

Psalm 106: 23,24. 

After the law: Psalm 105: 15, 

After the creed: Psalm 111: 1, 

Psalm 127: 1,3,6, 

Psalm 107: 1, 

Hymn 65 : 1,3 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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in Mark 7 how the Saviour healed a deaf-mute man. 
nd relations brought him to Jesus so jthat He would 

on him and heal him. What did Christ do then? 
his fingers into his ears. Then He spat on his 
ouched his tongue. After that the Saviour sighed 

to heaven. Then He spoke the word Eph-phatha an 
hat means: Be opened. Mark tells of the effect 
were opened, his tongue was released and he spoke 
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till works like this. He wants 
he way of means. That is what 
g Lordsdays; about! Word and 
ading above this Lordsday 25. 
about Word and sacraments as 
with the message of the gospel 



through the gate of the ear. He does this also with the 
sacrements through the gate of the eye. | 

And so the Holy Spirit pushes through into our hearts by the 
way of the preaching and the sacraments. The Holy; Spirit does 
not despise the way of the means. On the contrary: only in this 
way He wants to reach our hearts. And about that speaks Lordsday 
25. Our theme for today is: 

THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES NOT DESPISE THE WAY OF THE MfeANS . 

1. That is why the sermon; | 

2. That is why the sacraments; i 

3. That is why the concentration on baptism and hbly supper. 
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trie Holy bpint was present among tnem. | 

And take another look, how He works there. The ap:ostles go out 
into the streets and proclaimed to all in their own language 
the great works of God. They preached there the gospel to use 
thp words of answer 6S. I 




common 



He lets that man preach his glad tiding of forgiveness and 
atonement. There God binds you and me to this. So He works the 
faith. ! 
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Our whole being-human is open for Him. Article 33 of the Belgic 
Confession says: He is mindful of our insentivity and infirmity 
of our faith. Think about Psalm 139 verse 1: 0. Lord, Thou hast 
searched me and known me. Your heavenly Father knoWs how doubt 
and unbelief attack us. He also knows how the devil lays snares 
for us. That is why He as our " gracious God ", says article 
33 a moment ago, has instituted the sacraments. What has the 
Belgic Confession this clearly formulated. 
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Congregation, don't you have a reason to thank the JFather of 

light that He through his grace brings the sacramerlts so close 

to you? Did He not make his promise, that He us, for the sake 

of the only sacrifice of Christ, finished at the cross, 

forgiveness of sins and giving everlasting life, for us visible 

and tangible? Do you now understand, why the confession speaks 

about the sacraments as holy visible signs and seals? God affixes 

in the sacraments his royal grandseal to the promise of the 

gospel . 

Indeed, God meets us with this our insentivity and weakness 

of our faith. Don't we have need for this? Take Abraham, the 

father of all believers* If there was one man really great and 

strong in the faith, it was Abraham. Not for nought he is called 

father of all believers. When God promised him a son as his 

heir, God took him outside and said: Look toward heaven and 

number the stars, if you are able to number them. So shall your 

descendants be. ( Genesis 15 verse 5) i 

Even as Abraham needed a sign, that God would givejhim a numerous 

issue, don't we have the need for such a sign? I 

Think, congregation, about the battle of Israel against Amelek 

in Exodus 17. High above the plain, on which the battle of Israel 

against Amelek seesawed, the figure of Moses was outlined, who 

lifted up his staff high to heaven. Did the Israelites not see 

the staff, their courage failed and it seemed theyjwould lose 

the battle. If the staff rose, than they knew: there is being 

prayed for us and they took courage. So their faith in the battle 

was strengthened by the sign God gave them. 

So continues God's congregation its way in the new covenant, 

strengthened by Word and sacrament. What is the weekly meeting 

of the congregation, in which the Word is preached and the 

sacraments used, now a central part in your life, in our 

christian way of life we cannot do without it. Again you are 

here at the heart of the Reformation. Gospel, baptism and the 

holy supper: more you do not need for your salvation. 

God the Holy Spirit does not despise the means. Shiuld we not 

teally appreciate them? \ 

Now the questions about the origin of the faith and about t 

sacraments have been answered, the questioner stili has a c 

question: question 67* To understand this you have' to think 

about the roman catholic past of the questioner. H^ grew up 

in a church, in which the sacrament was more important than 

the Word. In the Sunday service of the roman catholic churc 

the celebration of the mass is the central point, ihe sermo 

plays in this celebration a minor role. With Rome it is abo 

the sacrament and the eucharist, the repeat of the!sacrific 

of Christ on the altar of the church. 

The questioner in question 67 is certainly not stupid. He h 

listened closely and wants to check everything again. He as 

Are both the Word and sacraments then intended to focus our 

faith on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross as the 

ground of our salvation? He means: If I have understood it 

correctly; Is it in the Word and the sacraments both only a 

Christ, like He in one time, definitive, has been sacrifice 

for us on Golgotha? Is in the gospel and in the sacraments 
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only the sacrifice of our Saviour central? Is thanl every reason 
gone to give the mass the central place, which it had up to 
now? Certainly, answers your confession. Only Christ's sacrifice 
is central in both, for the Holy Spirit teaches usj in the gospel 
and seals to us with the sacraments, that our complete salvation 
rests in the the only sacrifice of Christ, that was made for 
us on the cross. To an intelligent person, congregation, half 
a word is sufficient. That is valid here. Not the sacrament 
comes first, says the answer, but the gospel. That teaches us 
that Christ's sacrifice is the ground for our salvation. 
The sacrament follows. It seals to us that the ground of our 
salvation lies in Christ's cross. j 

Is this not impressive? Through the ages Word and [sacraments 
point as with a finger to the cross on Golgotha. Both say: 
that is where you have to go. There, on that hill of the cross, 
your salvation has been obtained. There the blood flowed that 
both Word and sacrament lay on your heart, as the only ground 
of your salvation. There is no other ground. 
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Lordsday 26 

Baptized in Christ. 

Sermon by the late 
Dr . R .H . Bremmer , 
Enschede,The Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . . 



ReadingrTitus 2: 3 
Text: Lordsday 26, 
Psalm 81: 1,9 
After the 
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Psalm 71: 
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law: Psalm 119: 42. 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 



There mus 
That is t 
and your 
possible 
this . A p 
own. You 
life when 
Who is bu 
registers 
your ance 
have depe 
safes of 
registers 
amazement 
times , wro 
With that 
John the 
of so and 
Born on t 
So the ge 
bible, in 
and grand 
preserve . 
That show 
being. Ba 
He govern 
christian 
he desire 
Baptism b 
baptized . 
those bap 
document 
their inc 
child or 
Well now, 
Lordsday 
baptism a 
strenghte 



t be 
he tr 
grand 
even 
erson 
are i 

you 
sy wi 

of G 
stors 
nd on 
our a 

in y 
. The 
te do 

beau 
son o 

so . 
his d 
nerat 

whic 
f athe 

s how 
ptism 
s the 
s. Wh 
s the 
inds 

That 
tism 
of th 
orper 
of a 

abou 
25 sp 
nd th 
ns th 



some 
acin 
moth 
furt 

is 
n li 
know 
th t 
od f s 
pri 
tho 
rchi 
our 
re t 
wn t 
tif u 
f Eg 



amo 
g of 
er , 
her 
not 
ne w 

who 
his , 

chu 
or t 
se o 
ves . 
hand 
he m 
he n 
1 ol 
bert 



ng y 

you 

and 

back 

a lo 

ith 

you 

als 

rch , 

o th 

Id b 

Whe 

s yo 

inis 

ames 

d ha 

Jan 



ou i 
r an 
your 
• Th 
ose 
your 
r an 
o be 

Esp 
e Fr 
apti 
n yo 
u lo 
ters 

of 
ndwr 
sz ( 



nteres 
cestry 

great 
ere is 
indivi 

ances 
cestor 
comes 
eciall 
ench t 
sm reg 
u get 
ok at 

of th 
the ch 
iting 
son of 



ate and quite often ba 
ions continue. Many of 
h family registers are 
r filled in and which 



ted in 
. Who 
-grand 

somet 
dual , 
tors . 
s were 
involv 
y when 
ime(oc 
isters 
one of 
them w 
e Word 
ildren 
they r 

Jan) , 

ptized 
you m 
print 

now yo 



genealogy. Genealogy: 
your grandfather was 

parents and if 
hing fascinating in 
not a person on his 
And it eAriches your 

ed in the baptism- 

you are j looking for 
cupation) then you 
. They are in the 

those baptism 
ith reverence and 
,from the earlier 

they had baptized, 
ecorded in those books: 

or Alice daughter 



impo 

inco 

grou 

en so 

bapt 

us to 

is w 

regis 

eir b 

ation 

grown 

t thi 

oke w 

e hoi 

e f ai 



rtant 
rperat 
ndsitu 
meone 
ism as 

the t 
hy our 
ters . 
elongi 

in Go 
-up, a 
s bapt 
ith us 
y supp 
th in 



the 
es y 
atio 
in 1 

soo 
riun 

anc 
They 
ng t 
d f s 

che 
ism 

in 
er , 
our 



bapt 
ou i 
n of 
ater 
n as 
e Go 
esto 
wer 
o Ch 
cove 
erf u 
spea 
gena 
It s 
hear 



ism 
nto 

us 

lif 

he 
d, i 
rs r 
e a 
rist 
nant 
11 t 
ks L 
ral 
howe 
ts t 



is in 
the c 
being 
e com 
or sh 
n who 
eally 
tangi 
f s CO 
. Wha 
hing 
ordsd 
about 
d us 
hroug 



a few 
ay hav 
ed , wh 
u fill 

the 1 
ongreg 

human 
es to 
e beco 
se nam 

took 
ble an 
ngrega 
t is b 
in the 
ay 26 

the s 
how th 
h thes 



d&ys later, 
e k family- 
ich your father 

±k and carefully 

i 
i 

ife of a human , 
ation of Christ . 
. ye are baptized 
Chirist, then 
mefe a believer . 
e ire are 
gobd care of 
d visible 
tibn and of 
aptism, of a 

church of God . 
to ; you today . 
actaments , 
e koly Spirit 
e two sacraments. 
i 



and of Him 



In the now following Lordsdays the confession explains to you 
what each of these sacraments, baptism and the holy supper, 
mean to us. And just as in Lordsday 25 the cross of Christ is 
also central in Lordsday 26. He instituted baptism 
and our baptism this Lordsday speaks to us. 
Therefore we speak to you about 

CHRIST AND OUR BAPTISM. 



1. Through baptism we are washed in Christ f s blood; 

2. Through baptism we are sanctified through his Spirit; 

3. Through baptism our faith is founded on his promises. 
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Lordsday 27 



God's congregation is a baptized congregation 



Sermon by the late 

Dr . R .H . Bremmer , 

Enschede, The Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: Genesis 17: 1-22 

Text Lordsday 27, 

Psalm 135: 1,2. 

After the law: Psalm 25: 2 

After the creed: Psalm 93: 4, 

Psalm 105: 1,4,5, 

Psalm 147: 6, 

Psalm 22 : 4. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
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He made for him God's mercy visible and tangible. That is also 
with you as baptized congregation. God's baptized congregation 
is his house of mercy for you and for your children. You are 
with your children thrown on God's mercy in your baptism which 
is shown to you visible and tangible before your eyes in that 
baptismal water. About this Lordsday 27 speaks very emphatically 
Here it is about the meaning of baptism for you and your 
children, about the great reality of being a baptized 
congregation, a house of mercy in this godless world. 
We speak about: 

GOD'S CONGREGATION IS A BAPTIZED CONGREGATION. 

1. It is this because of God's command, 

2. It seals God's promise to it, 

3. Therein lies a powerful appeal to believe. 

We begin this sermon about Lordsday 27 with the discussion of 
question and answer 74, the last question and answer of this 
Lordsday. It takes us direct into the root of this matter. 
Should infants, too, be baptized? says question 74. That seems 
a somewhat abstract and theoretical question. But who knows 
the history of the Reformation, knows that this in that time 
was a very exciting question. The baptism of children was then 
a fiery assailed cause. 

On the background of this question is the struggle of the 
Reformation against the externality of the baptism sacrament 
of roman catholic church. Against this also the fii"st question 
of this Lordsday fights. Question 72 states: Does this outward 
washing with water itself wash away sins? That how it was seen 
in the roman catholic church. Through the happening of baptism 
the child was born again. Unbaptized children according to the 
roman catholic sacrament doctrine cannot come into heaven. They 
die outside the state of grace and come into the heaven of 
children. That is the place in eternal life from where they 
from afar can see the glory of heaven, but never to reach it. 

The church of the reformation resisted against this externality 
of the baptism. But now there originated, congregation, a trend 
within the Reformation that with the child also threw out the 
bathwater. Those were the anabaptists. They said: Baptize 
children? How can you even think about this? Do thdse children 
believe? Than you stay with externality of the baptism of the 
roman catholic church. Does it not say in the bible: He who 
believes and is baptized will be saved. 

Where is that belief with such a small child? Let it first 
confess its faith. Then it can receive baptism. Never before. 
Do you know what they called the children baptism? A baptism 
for dogs. As a dog coming out of the water, it shakes the water 
from itself and goes on, that how it is also with a children 
baptism. A purely outside happening. Where is the faith that 
takes the promise which is sealed in the baptism? Nowhere? 
So away with that children baptism. 
Don't today the baptist and some Pentacost groups reason the 
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written in his Book of life with all my guilt, sins and needs; 
and that I have a rich God and a merciful Father in heaven. 
Is that not full of comfort? 
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Israel, old and young, walked between the walls of water of 
the Red Sea. The water splattered them on all sides. Indeed, 
they were baptized in Moses and in the sea. But what does Paul 
write later? This: Nevertheless with most of them God was not 
pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilderness. They did 
not give their hearts to the God of their baptism in the sea. 
Don't let this have to be said about you. 

God f s congregation is a baptized congregation. That is a rich 
promise. But at the same time a profound earnest appeal. Give 
your heart to God on which you have been thrown at your baptism 
Because : 
He will remember and uphold His covenant made in days of old. 




Amen 



Hymn 65 stanza 1 Book of Praise 



Lordsday 28. 

Flesh of his flesh, bone of his bones 



Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Enschede, the Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading Luke 14:15-24 

Text Lordsday 28 

Psalm 111: 1,3, 

After the law: Psalm 112: 1, 

After the creed: Psalm 117, 

Psalm 43 : 1,3,4, 

Psalm 116: 7 

Hymn: unknown 



Dear beloved brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ 
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do in Lordsday 28? It gives an 
ures. The right holy supper celebrant 
he does when he goes to the holy 
a long Lordsday, this Lordsday 28. 
nswers. Sometimes the catechumen have 
worth the effort. 



Every three(two) months the holy supper penetrates into your 
life. It goes with you from the day you did confession of faith 
to the end of your life. Should you than not with the whole 
church give account of what Christ gives you in his supper? 
Come, congregation, today let us arranges ourselves to that 
joyful work. We speak to you about 



CHRIST'S CHURCH GIVES ACCOUNT OF WHAT IT RECEIVES IN THE HOLY 
SUPPER. 

We pay attention to three points: 

1. Christ himself instituted it, 

2. We have communion in it with Him 

3. It points to his return. 




a 

a 

h 

Egyp 

Passover . 



r bkbu v ei . 

Congregation, do you know, what Passover means? 




an ordinance forever. (Exodus 12: 17) And a fine 

which is being kept by the Jews to this day, 
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I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of 
the Lord. (Psalm 118) What did these Psalms speak to Him of his 
suffering and death awaiting Him, but also of the escape and 
deliverance through God's mighty hand. 



his table companions. HEAR. He speaks words of salvation and 
of importance Would they have understood the profoundness of 
it? Take, eat this is my body, that has been given for you, 
do this in remembrance of Me. Now they had finished their use 
forever with those unleavened breads. Tomorrow He would, the 
Passover lamb, be broken for his people as now the bread was 
broken. 

The cup went around or to be more precize: two cups. That had 
become the custom at the Passover. HEAR. Again the Saviour 



suspence. What did the Master mean with this? Was the Messianic 
kingdom that close? Not to drink anymore of the fruit of the 
vine till the great kingdom comes? If they would have thought 
of an earthly peace kingdom then the words of the Master by 
the second , the following cup, helped them out of this dream. 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out 
for you. And immediately after this the word about the betrayal. 
No, the Master did not allude to an earthy kingdom. He spoke 
of his death and of his blood which would be poured out. 
Sparkling red was the wine in the cup. So tomorrow his red blood 
would drip along the cross for our sins. 

And so congregation, he pushed aside forever, with a mighty 
sovereign hand, the Passover lamb. Thousands of Passover lambs 
had been slaughtered throuhout the ages. Now He would, once 
and for all, be sacrificed for his people. So He has in the 
night, in which He would be betrayed, pushed aside the old 
testament Passover and instituted the new testament holy supper. 
Do this to my remembrance. 

The church has done this, from the apostles till today. It has 
understood the Word of the Master. It has from generation to 
generation broken the bread and it has passed the cup around 
as a remembrance to the suffering and death of its Lord. 
Your confession speaks in this Lordsday 28 with joy about the 
Lord's Supper. The church of the reformation had in a manner 
of speaking rediscovered it. Through the ages after the apostles 
it was deteriated to the mass celebration and everything 
connected with it. About this Lordsday 29 and 30 will discuss 
this further with you. But already over this Lordsday 28 lies 
the glow of the rediscovery in the times of the reformation. 
The church returned to the simplicity of the first supper when 
the Lord instituted it and of which the apostle Paiil wrote 
instructive to the Corinthians. 

Congregation, read, those first beautiful sentences of answer 
75: Christ has commanded me and all believers and has given 
a promise. He has commanded to eat this broken bread and to 
drink out of this cup to remembrance of Him. There it is. In 
a few sober words. In that is passed on to you what the Saviour 
commanded his diciples in the night of his betrayal. Ach , the 
Catechism wants to say, it is only a sober meal, which we here 
in the church make ready. It is the cup with real wine, pressed 
out of grapes, which is passed along. And still. How great and 
glorious, with every Lord's Supper celebration, rises the figure 
of your Saviour, your only Master. This already begins for you 
when the minister breaks the bread before your eyes. He takes 
those long strips of bread and breaks them before your eyes. 
And it continues when he takes the decanter , and pours the 
wine before your eyes in the cup. It continues when the platter 
with bread reaches you and you eat from it and and the cup is 
given to you and you drink from it. You do this, says the 
confession, according to the command of Christ, That command 
touches you and all the believers, says the confession. How 
then is it possible, congregation, that so many believers have 
difficulty with this? Pay special attention to the words: and 
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2. So Christ commanded us to 
He also ties a promise to thi 
75 puts into words by saying 
refreshes my soul to everlast 
and shed blood. Golden words, 
the depth of them. Your confe 
penetrate the depth of these 
answer, to be so with Christ 
flesh of his flesh and bones 
live and are governed by one 
Congregation. What do you hav 
many reasons to speak about t 
more than one arrow on his bo 
to reach this with the way of 
of the sacrament of the holy 
our faith is weak. He also kn 
bother us. Now He will reach 
preaching of his suffering an 
to make the Lord's Supper vis 
A boy cannot reach the heart 
her about his love. He can al 
by itself may not be of great 
A mother can comfort her chil 
She can also to do with a hea 
Now, once again, so is the Lo 
his gospel. It is a heavenly 
tangible. Also in this lies t 
Answer 76 will that make this 
"more and more". With this th 
profoundness of this sacramen 
suffering and death of Jesus 
Answer 76 does that by saying 
become more and more united w 
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Your confession here is very sharp. On t 
make a front against the roman catholic 
in the holy supper doctrine. You know wh 
The catholic version is the bread and wi 
change into the body and blood of Christ 
not go as far but said that Christ himse 
the bread and wine. Realistic: with both 
body and blood is present in the holy su 
to this Zwingli proclaimed that in the s 
is only about the remembrance of Christ* 
We would only remember his suffering and 
and the cup. The catechism goes above bo 
in this answer 76. For Christ is in heav 
earth. But at the same time you celebrat 
not only the remembrance of the sufferin 
Saviour. That would take away the profou 
Supper, the taking away of its sacrament 
That is why this answer 76 points to the 
tie which the Holy Spirit in the holy su 
Saviour in heaven and you here on earth, 
the Holy Spirit works in the Lord's Supp 
the holy supper so close with your Savio 
really are flesh of his flesh and bone o 
What does answer 76 here have a masterly 
words to go back to the speaking of the 
marriage. When God brought Eve to Adam, 
is bone of my bones and flesh of my fles 
So close is the tie betweem Adam and his 
Paul in his turn took the words of Adam 
tie between Christ and his congregation, 
and I take it to mean Christ and the chu 
Now, so close the Holy Spirit unites you 
with Christ that you become flesh of Chr 
of his bones. And adds, your confession, 
and are governed by one Spirit. While an 
-look it up- answer 76 uses the we form, 
the holy supper by myself, not as an ind 
confession is four square against the I 
We celebrate it together as congregation 
Saviour. It is one Spirit who governs an 
We are together that one body of Christ, 
bone of his bones. Our forefathers calle 
Perhaps we could say it better as Unitin 
the Holy Spirit. 

How deep this Lord's Supper cuts into yo 
answer 76 to you in the beginning. That 
the rich promises which lie in this supp 
attention in the beginning to the words 
the holy supper with a believing heart a 
death of Christ "and so" receive forgive 
eternal. "And so": through the eating of 
drinking of his blood in that piece of b 
wine. Many think that we, before we, go t 
have to be in the clear with God. But we 
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Therefore it is of great importance in your lives w 
to celebrate the Lord's Supper regularly. You shoul 
the man who gave a great banquet and send out his s 
say: Come; for all is now ready. (Luke 4:7). What 
for not coming. The one had bought a field. The oth 
five yoke of oxen. The third just had married a wif 
everything very serious, their farming , their busine 
marriage. One thing they did not take serious: the 
to the banquet. Full of wrath than the lord who hel 
said: None of those men who were invited shall tast 
Is this not often also the same with the invitation 
Supper? The one takes a quarrel serious, another hi 
difficulties, a third his holidays. But they neglec 
of the Lord. But now hear what the lord of the para 
He invited the beggars and the maimed and the blin 
lame. He did not rest till his house was full. | 
Congregation if one of the above is valid for you: 
banquet of Christ. There lay your parcel of your gu 
against God, your quarrel with your brother, your d 
with a church situation. Lay them at the cross of G 
is shown to you in the signs of bread and wine. 
When you have together as congregation of Jesus Chr 
the bread and drank the wine, have had fellowship w 
Saviour in heaven, than you may together hold unto 
the Lord's Supper Sunday has passed. You are govern 
Spirit. You have accepted each other as brothers an 
in Christ. You can think differently about many thi 
you have problems with each other, but you gave the 
each other and passed the cup to each other. This t 
mightiest weapon against the devil if he tries to s 
and sisters of the same house against each other. 
One more question. When is the way open for the ybu 
celebrate the holy supper? There is a clear answer 
When you able to discern the body of Christ, says t 
Paul (1 Corinthians 11: 29) That is to say: when yo 
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3. Now we still have to speak to you about ques 
77. Your confession cites the texts out of the 
to the Corinthians, in which Paul passes on the 
of the holy supper through Christ. The apostle 
there the communion with Christ in the holy sup 
cup of thankfulness, over which we speak the th 
communion with the blood of Christ? Is not the 
we break, the communion with the body of Christ 
this cup, says the apostle to us here. Lord, we 
Thee very much that you have died for us and t 
your body in this bread and drink your blood in 
Does not our heart flow over with thankfulness 
celebration of the Lord ! s Supper? 
There is still another point that should strik 
words of the apostle. As often, says Paul, as 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's dea 
Christ's death and resurrection and return are 
together. First the bitter death of the Saviou 
But than also immediately that other word abou 
Till He comes. That means to say: Till the mom 
feast begins forever, the feast of the marriag 
The abbreviated form for the celebration of th 
has put this view on the return of our Saviour 
life, very nicely into words . We receive at Hi 
of the abundant joy which He has promised and 
the marriage feast of the Lamb when He will dr 
with us in the Kingdom of his Father. So they 
same line: the institution of the holy supper 
which He, our Saviour, was betrayed. And at th 
of the marriage of the Lamb. You are as God's 
the road from that beginning to the end, prais 
bread and cup. Should we then not sing: 
What shall I render to my Saviour now 
For all the riches of His consolation? 
With joy I'll take the cup of His salvation, 
and call upon His name with thankful vow. 
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Lor dsday 29 . 

Not without an urgent reason 

Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Eschede, the Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: John 6: 41-59, 
Text: Lordsday 29, 
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Hymn 22 
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law: Psalm 119: 15, 
the creed: Hymn 41: 2, 
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Dear beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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You have, if it is right, prepared yourself for 
u even dressed yourself for it. Christ himself 
when the minister leaves the pulpit and in Christ's 
you at his table . 




the holy supper. It does this against the background of radical 
differences, which originated about the holy supper in the time 
of the reformation. It is definitely still timely. It shows 
you in the long sentences of this Lordsday how great the 
salvation secret is in the holy supper. Christ gives himself 
to you in bread and cup. Here, at this table. He receives you 
in a very special way in his communion. Great, to think about 
this together young and old. We speak together about 

CHRIST RECEIVES US AT THE LORD'S SUPPER IN HIS COMMUNION. 

He does that 

1. through the sign language of the sacrament; 

2. to strenghten the faith; 

3. to the affirmation of the bond to each other in love. 

1. Congregation, we are in question 78 immediately in the midst 

of it. Question 78 places you in the heart of the controversy, 

the dispute with Rome. Are then bread and wine changed into 

the real body and blood of Christ? the catechumen asks his 

minister. He has listened closely when in the previous Lordsday 

the institution of the holy supper was discussed. 

What a terse language was used there. The Saviour plainly said 

when He broke the bread: this is my body for you. And the apostle 

Paul spoke plainly about the communion with the body of Christ. 

The catechumen has listened closely. He is asking himself if 

this is not the same as what he has heard about the roman 

catholic idea of the holy supper. This means that the wafer, 

the bread of the holy supper, becomes the real body of Christ. 

Because of that his question goes to the root of the matter: 

Are then the bread and the wine really changed into the real 

body and blood of Christ? 

Perhaps you think, does it make sense to take a look at this 

old struggle question with Rome today? There have been so many 

changes in the roman catholic church. The mass is now celebrated 

in the language of the land, not anymore in Latin. The Second 

Vatican Concilie has changed much in the R.C church. But do 

not get fooled. In the ground structure nothing has changed. 

The Pope still has maintained the doctrine of the 

transsubstantiation. 

There is no way that Rome today would not believe anymore that 

the bread really changes into the body of Christ and the wine 

into his blood. That is why we do not participate in the so 

called oecumenical Lord's Supper celebrations. That is a matter 

of clearness and honesty. 

You may ask yourself: how did the christian church ever come 

to confess this fickle wonder of the transsubstantiation? 

How did the church of the middle ages come to believe, that 

on the moment that the priest speaks the institution words, 

the bread changes into the body of Christ? Arid the substantiation 

of the wine into his blood? 

That certainly does not come from the institution words of 

Christ. Rome bases it on that but absolutely unjust. 

Congregation, place yourself in your imgination to the 
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blood in the holy supper, your confession does not say this 
here. But it does say, that it happens through the working of 
the Holy Spirit and what more explanation do we need? 
Even so, congregation, this is not all. Answer 79 goes further. 
It lays also a direct and immediate bond between the gospel 
of the justification through faith and the holy supper. For 
Christ assures us, so ends answer 7 9, that all his suffering 
and obedience are as certainly ours as if we personally had 
suffered and paid for our sins. Do you recognize here the words 
of Lordsday 23? There you confessed that God imputes to you 
the perfect satisfaction, righteousness as if we ourselves had 
accomplished all the obedience which Christ has rendered for 
us. Now, this central gospel of the justification through faith 
is proclaimed anew here in the holy supper. It is made visible 
and tangible for you in the broken bread and the poured out 
wine with each holy supper. 

Don't we have a real need for this? Is it not exceptional that 
Christ assures us of this every two or three months anew? 
I also think here about the young people. So much comes to them 
in these times. There are those who feel very lonely. Sometimes 
they are tempted to chase away that loneliness through drugs 
or sex or in other ways. Now Christ knows their temptations 
and their doubts. He also knows those of us the grown ups. He 
comes here in the holy supper to young and old. He says: 
I give you forgiveness of all your trespasses. I show you here, 
that I have suffered and paid for your guilt and shortcomings 
to God. I assure you that with my suffering and obedience are 
as certainly yours as when you with your mouth eat and drink. 
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ion,which the church uses with the 
Lord's Supper, here full of room and royal, 
and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus 
r the complete forgiveness - really, a 

- of all our sins. And with the cup of 
he precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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nt of true faith in Him? You are not a quest 
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3. So we come to the last point we want to speak to you about. 
Christ receives us as quests to his table also in the strong 
bond of his love. It attracts attention, how the confesion in 
the holy supper Lordsdays speaks in the plural, Christ wants 
to teach us and assures us, that we share in his suffering and 
obedience. I do not celebrate the Lord's Supper all by myself. 



I celebrate it in communion with my brothers and sisters and 
with all the saints. Especially here in the holy supper this 
is of importance. What the apostle Paul says in Ephesians 4 
verse 5 in relation to baptism is also valid for the holy supper: 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, 
who is above all and through all and in all. Also all those 
belong who confess that one God and that one Lord and that one 
baptism to the "one" holy supper table. 
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Amen 



Then at Thy sacred altar bending, 

My heart to God in prayer I'll raise. 

With harp and voice, in worship blending, 

Thy courts resound; while psalms , ascending 

To God my highest joy, bring praise 

For all his wondrous ways. 



Psalm 43: 4. Book of Praise 



Lordsday 30 

Holy Supper or mass: table or altar. 



Sermon by the late 

Dr . R . H . Br emmer , 

Enschede, The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: Hebrews 10: 1-18 

Text: Lordsday 30 

Psalm 27: 1,3 

After the law: Psalm 1 : 1, 

After the creed: Hymn : unknown 

Psalm 116: 1,2,3,7. 

Hymn 40 : 2. 

Psalm 22 : 8. 



Beloved brothers ans siters in our Lord Jesus Christ* 
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matters of your catholic christian faith. The whole faith 
doctrine comes with the holy supper in motion. Christ receives 
you in the holy supper at his table and distributes to you the 
treasures of his promises and of his covenant. Should we not 
at our turn desire to be let inside that treasure room of the 
Saviour? You have to know what you are doing when you celebrate 
the holy supper? Under this aspect we will speak anew in this 
Lordsday 30 about the holy supper. 

YOU HAVE TO KNOW REALLY WELL WHAT YOU ARE DOING WHEN YOU 
CELEBRATE THE HOLY SUPPER. 

1. You have to know what this contains: over against Rome; 

2. You have to know in what condition you celebrate it; 

3. You also have to know for whom the holy supper is not 
appropiate . 

1. In two points answer 80 puts sharp opposite each other what 
the difference is between the holy supper of the Lord and the 
papal mass. Perhaps you may ask yourself: But since the 16 th 
century haven't there been many changes in the roman catholic 
church? Are these points of difference still timely? Is the 
sharp formulation of answer 80 still valid? We agree with you: 
Outwardly through the ages there have been changes in the roman 
catholic church. Especially the Second Vatican concilie has 
introduced different changes in the roman catholic liturgy. 
The mass is no longer read in Latin but in the people's language 
In many roman catholic churches the statues have been removed 
In many places the mass is not celebrated anymore at the 
high-altar, but behind a white set table. The mass celebrants 
do not receive the wafer on their tongues on their knees anymore 
but standing up in their open hand. Even, congregation, even 
with some modern roman catholic theologians the question rose 
if the doctrine of the transsubstant iat ion should be taken so 
literally, as Trente formulated it. During the sixties there 
were theologians who alleged that the wafers, which were left 
over from an Eucharist celebration, do not have to be kept with 
care, but could be thrown away. Imagine: the wafers which were 
changed in the body and blood of Christ. Then Pope Paulus VI 
spoke in his encycliek Mysterium Fidei. In that He has confirmed 
the doctrine in regard to the transsubstantiation and the mass. 
And today's Pope John Paul II continues in his footsteps. 
There are plenty of reasons anew today to put sharp the antithese 
between the reformed holy supper doctrine and roman catholic 
celebration of the mass. It can help you in conversations with 
roman catholics to show them the way to the gospel. 
In the first place then congregation, what a difference between 
between your holy supper celebration and the administration 
of the mass. The holy supper table is a common table and it 
is covered with a sober white cloth. The servant of the Word 
who serves the holy supper, is not specially dressed up. He 
is a brother among the brothers. He breaks the bread before 
your eyes and distributes it, He pours the wine in the cup and 
passes it around. Everything is simple and sober. 



This is totally different with celebration of the mass. There 
a man in a colorful churchly robe deals far in front of the 
congregation. Behind the altar he performs a series of solemn 
ministrations. Choristers and other divine clergymen assist 
him in this. At the high point of the mass he raises the wafer 
and speaks the institution words. The priest kneels and worships 
the wafer in which Christ is now present. He alone drinks from 
the cup. Here it is not a table of communion around we sit and 
have communion with Christ, but an altar on which He is 
sacrificed anew and is distributed as a sacrificial Redeemer. 
Here we are at the root of the matter. Christ, says answer 80, 
is still offered daily for the believers. Congregation, you 
have to discern between the tr anssubatantiation about which 
Lordsays 29 has spoken and here the mass in its totality. 
The transsubstantiation happens when the priest speaks the 
institution words. Than the bread actually changes into the 
body of Christ and the wine into his blood. But after this the 
priest lifts up both elements apart from each other. On the 
one side the bread, the wafer and on the other side the wine. 
That lifting up separately of bread and wine means according 
to Rome that Christ is being sacrificed anew. That is according 
to Rome the great secret of the mass. There, in the front of 
the church, Jesus Christ is being sacrificed anew for his people 
He sacrificed himself on the altar of the church as real as 
when He sacrificed himself on the cross at Golgotha. Yes, says 
Rome, that sacrifice of Christ on Golgotha is permanently being 
continued. Every minute somewhere on earth the mass is 
celebrated. Every moment Christ sacrifice is being continued. 
The sacrifice on the cross by your Saviour continues, according 
to Rome, from the cross, now appro xemately 2000 years ago, 
through all the ages till his return. Every time the second 
hand on the clock moves. Christ is being sacrificed anew 
somewhere on this world. 

That is necessary, says Rome. Certainly, the sacrifice of Christ 
on Golgotha was of great signi f icanse . With that Christ took 
our sins upon Him. There He also reconciled our original sin. 
But how important this may be, that was not sufficient. We also 
commit our daily sins. The sacrifice of Christ on Golgotha is 
not sufficient for them. Also those daily sins, those deedsins, 
which we time and again commit, have to be reconciled. Because 
of that the sacrifice of Christ on Golgotha has to be continued. 
From second to second is has to be continued on the altars of 
the church. 

Now put opposite this what you yourself here direct at the 
beginning of answer 80 confess. The Lord's Supper testifies 
to us that we have complete forgiveness of all our sins through 
the only sacrifice of Jesus Christ which He Himself accomplished 
on the cross once and for all. You hear in this sentence where 
the accents fall: it is about the only sacrifice of Christ. 
He has accomplished once and for all for us on the cross. 
That is what this all about. Once Christ has been crucified 
for us. Once he hung on the cursed tree of the shame. Once He 
has wrested for us under the wrath of God. Once, but conclusive, 
He cried out for us: It is finished. Once He has also been 



forsaken by God so that we never would be forsaken by God. 
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did not break the communion with Him. On the contrary 
act with Him is now a lot closer then when He walked 
. Where ever I am, I am bound to Him. The mass shoves 

hands of the clock of the salvation story. It lets 
e worshipped in the wafer, on the altar of the church. 

says it so clearly: But lift our hearts to heaven, 
rist, our Advocate, is, at the right hand of His heavenly 
Don't the articles of your christian faith point you 

Sursum Corda. Lift up your hearts. 
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reformed and the roman catholic notion of sin. (sense of sin?) 
The roman catholic theology sees sins as a quantity. In a manner 
of speaking, you can add them together. The total of the sins, 
for which here on earth no r econcialation was obtained, now 
is reduced in purgatory through the sacrifice of the mass brought 
here on earth . 

Now put over against this what you have confessed in Lordsday 
22. There your confession says that your soul after this life 
immediately be taken up to Christ, my Head. IMMEDIATELY. 
For who dies in Christ there are no sins left to be reconciled. 
He goes to his Saviour. The dying of a christian, says Lordsday 
16, puts an end to sin and is an entrance into eternal life. 
God redeems his children, in the moment of death, totally from 
all unrighteousness. That is why answer 80 emphasizes the 
complete forgiveness, of which the holy supper testifies. 
Christ cried out: It is finished. The dead share in that 
forgiveness by their faith in Christ during their lifetime. 
Congretion, we placed as theme above this sermon: You have to 
know really well what you are doing when you celebrate the holy 
supper. Now the contents of this we will summarize once more. The 
holy supper testifies that the living and the dead are reconciled 
with God through the sacrifice of Christ. It says also, you 
are grafted into Christ through the Holy Spirit and you worship 
Him, as He is seated on the right hand of God his heavenly 
Father. Who so believes God's promises contained in this answer 
80, is entitled to celebrate the Lord's Supper. 

Here we think about Luke 15. You know: that chapter of Christ 
seeking the lost ones. The shepherd seeks the lost sheep. The 
woman seeks her lost coin. The father embraces his son. Why 
did the Saviour tell us these three parables? Well, because 
the Pharisees scornfully said of Him: This man receives sinners 
and eats with them. With the Pharisees this was a reproach. 
But for you it a comforting word. Indeed Jesus receives sinners 
and eats with them. He invites you to his table. Not, because 
a priest would sacrifice Him anew for you. He invites you, so 
that you under the sober signs of bread and wine receive from 
Him the assurance, that He once and for all has died for you. 
Now you also lift up your hearts to heaven. You worship Him, 
your Saviour and Quarantor, who above intercedes for you with 
the Father. You know yourself to be united with Him through 
the Holy Spirit in the faith. Christ be praised. 

2. We saw: You have to know really well what you are doing when 
you celebrate the holy supper. That is not only valid for what 
the holy supper means. It is also about the question for whom 
the holy supper was instituted. Answer 81 wants to thoroughly 
discuss this with you. We pointed out to you in the introduction 
of this sermon, that the Lordsdays about the baptism conclude 
with the question: should infants also be baptized? Here at 
the conclusion of the holy supper Lordsdays, your confession 
asks for whom the holy supper is instituted. With that the so 
called childrens communion is rejected at the same time. 
Not, congregation, because that the children do not belong. 
The baptism forms confesses: they are included in God's covenant 
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is with you. But also this remaining weakness is covered through 
my suffering and death. Congregation, what is that a pastoral 
expression: the remaining weakness. Your confession means with 
this: again in spite of everything there is always sin in your 
life. What does this thwart you. It remains, regardless of your 
fight against it. But now hear; also this remaining weakness 
is covered through his suffering and death. Covered before God f s 
holy face. God does not see it anymore. He only sees the blood 
and the suffering of his Son. 
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One more arrow the confession in answer 81 has on its bow, which 
with it wants to strike the hearts. Very sharply answer 81 
concludes with an admonition. It says, but hypocrites and those 
who do not repent eat and drink judgment upon themselves. Now 
your confession also uses the expression from 1 Corinthians 
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Function of the keys in the church: The redemption in a sharp 

context . 

Reading : Isaiah 22: 15-25 

Matthew 16 : 13-20 

Text Lordsday 31 , 

Psalm 122: 1,2, 122: 1,2, 

After the law: Psalm 106: 2 

After the creed: Psalm 65: 3, 

Psalm 101 : 1,2,5,6, 

Psalm 85: 3, 

Hymn: unknown. 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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of the keys of the Kingdom of heaven at the end of that large 

section of the Redemption. That whole section of the 

redemptionis once more put sharply into focus. That here is 

on the order paper, and so we will consider this when we speak 
about : 

CHRIST, IN THE WORKING OF THE KEYS THROUGH HIS CHURCH, SETS THE 
REDEMPTION IN SHARP FOCUS. 

We see this: 

1. in relation to the preaching; 

2. in relation to the discipline; 

3. in relation to God Himself. 

Congregation, we have in our confessing in regard to the keys 
of the Kingdom of heaven to do with a bliblecal term. The Lord 
Jesus used it Himself. Think about the part of the Scripture 
we read together out of Matthew 16. Your Saviour is at the 
pinnacle of his Messianic work in Israel. He was in the area 
of Caesarea Philippi in th North of the holy land. There He 
asks his diciples a sharp question: Who do men say that the 
Son of man is? Now it is for the diciples to confess their 
faith in Him. Ach, they answer, some say: John the Baptist, 
others say: Eliah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 
Like this they themselves at this moment choose not to take 
a position. But the Saviour pushes them to it. He then asks 
very directly: But who do you say that I am? Then Peter the 
fisherman comes forward. He confesses very frankly his faith 
in Christ. He answers: You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. The hard word was spoken. Peter has confessed his Saviour 
as the Christ, the Anointed by God. Now hear how your Saviour 
reacts to this. He blesses Peter and says: Blessed are you Simon 
Bar-Jona. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven. Peter did not come up with this 
confession by himself. Now Christ takes one more step. Now that 
Peter has come to this decisive confession, He continues: And 
I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will built my 
church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it. 
I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

Our Saviour here connects to, in his speaking about the keys 
of the Kingdom of heaven, the prophesies of Isaiah. When we 
read Isaiah 22 as a background of Christ's words to Peter 
we discover what a speaking image your Saviour here uses. God 
commands, in that chapter, for Isaiah to go to Shebna, the 
steward of the royal household of king Hezekiah and the 
administrator of the palace. That Shebna, says one the explainers 
is a parvenu, an upstart, a man who enriches himself in his 
office. Isaiah has come to to tell him about his condemnation 
by God. Behold the Lord will hurl you away violently like a 
man hurls away some thing .( verse 17b) And that is not all. God 
will call his servant Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, and put him 
in your place . 



In be 
says , 
of Da 
none 
stewa 
walke 
of th 
king . 
than 
room 
did n 
and t 
could 
such 
house 
Now t 
autho 
the h 
to go 
Kingd 
iis b 
be lo 
rabbi 
to pr 
does 
Kingd 
means 
As El 
the h 
r ecei 
has , a 
his d 
first 
glory 
has s 
said 
Recei 
are f 
What 
not o 
He ga 
if yo 
the s 
Then 
f orev 
power 
has b 
totra 
to hi 
to th 
to f o 
grant 
Chris 
the p 



autif u 
God s 
vid ; h 
shall 
rd car 
d arou 
e king 

When 
that d 
of the 
ot dei 
hen th 

open 
a stew 



1 ima 
hall 
e sha 
open . 
ried , 
nd wi 
. He 
he op 
oor w 
king 
gn so 
at do 
it . S 
ard w 



gma 
plac 
11 o 

You 

as 
th i 
deci 
ened 
as o 
. Di 
meon 
or r 
peak 
ield 



ble wor 
e on El 
pen and 

see it 
a sign, 
t . He a 
ded who 

the do 
pen. Th 
d he sh 
e worth 
emained 
ing ima 
ed in t 



ds I 

iaki 

non 

bef 

a w 

rran 

cou 

or o 

en s 

ut t 

y to 

tig 

ges 

he p 



saiah 
m T s s 
e sha 
ore y 
ooden 
ged t 
Id ha 
f the 
uch a 
he do 
have 
htly 
of th 
alace 



told 
hould 
11 sh 
ou , c 

key 
o the 
ve an 

roya 

per s 
or f o 

an a 
shut . 
e aut 

of t 



thi 
er t 
ut ; 
on'gr 
on h 

ent 

aud 
1 pa 
on w 
r so 
udie 

No 
hori 
he k 



s to Sh 
he key 
he shal 
egation 
is shou 
ering o 
ience w 
lace fo 
ent to 
meone , 
nee wit 
power o 
ty , abo 
ing out 



ebna 
of t 
1 sh 
. Su 
lder 
f th 
ith 
r so 
the 
then 
h th 
n ea 
ut w 
of 



. He 

he house 
ut and 
ch a 
. He 

e palace 
the 

meone , 
throne- 
he 
e king, 
rth 
hich 
David ! s 



he S 
rity 
ear t 
, so 
om o 
ound 
osed 
es o 
ocla 
not 
om , 
: af 
iaki 
ear t 
ves 
f ter 
icip 

res 
. He 
end 
this 
ve t 
orgi 
a po 
nly 
ve t 
u f o 
ins 
here 
er . 

whi 
een 
diti 
s su 
e pr 
rgiv 
s th 
t en 
r ies 



avxou 

whic 

of t 

now 

f hea 

in h 

in h 

f tho 

im th 

want 

to de 

ter p 

m r ec 

of t 

this 

his 

les . 

urrec 

then 

Me , e 

, wr i 

he Ho 

ven ; 

wer C 

to Pe 

hem t 

r give 

of an 

also 

For t 

ch Ch 

passe 

on th 

ccess 

esent 

e sin 

is au 

trust 

ts. T 



r takes th 
h He gave 
he kingdom 
Peter rece 
ven . What 
eaven . And 
eaven . Chr 
se days . B 
e doctrine 
to submit 
ny the ent 
enance and 
eived the 
he royal p 
now for th 
resur recti 
When they 
tion day , 

send out 
ven so I s 
tes John , 
ly Spirit . 
if you ret 
hrist here 
ter . No , t 
he gift of 

the sins 
y, they ar 

the the w 
he roman c 
rist grant 
d on by Pe 
is is call 
or . So the 

Pope John 
s . Of cour 
thority in 
ed to Pete 
hey do thi 



is 1 
to P 
, of 
ives 
you 

wha 
ist 
indi 

wit 
hims 
r anc 

rep 
auth 
alac 
e ne 
on , 
were 
He a 
them 
end 
He b 

If 
ain 

gra 
o al 

the 
of a 
e re 
ays 
atho 
ed t 
ter 
ed L 

key 

Pau 
se , 

tur 
r, h 
s in 



mage 
eter . 

Sion 

this 
shall 
t you 
here 
ng , c 
h aut 
elf t 
e int 
entan 
ority 
e , op 
w-tes 
under 

toge 
ppear 

out 
you. ( 
reath 
you f 
the s 
nts t 
1 the 

Holy 
ny , t 
taine 
of Ro 
lie c 

Pet 
to hi 
inus . 
s of 

1 II. 
he ca 
n to 
ave b 

the 



and 

As 

, to 

aut 

bin 

sha 

uses 

ongr 

hori 

o th 

o he 

ce a 

to 
enin 
tame 
line 
ther 
ed t 
as h 
John 
ed o 
orgi 
ins 
o hi 
apo 
Spi 
hey 
d. 

me a 
hurc 
er ,- 
s su 

On 
the 

Onl 
nnot 
all 
ecom 
conf 



appli 
Eliak 

the 
horit 
d on 
11 lo 

the 
egati 
ty . I 
e goo 
aven . 
dmit 
let s 
g the 
n t ic 
d all 

on t 
o the 
is ap 

20: 
n the 
ve th 
of an 
s apo 
sties 
rit . 
are f 

nd th 
h dec 
the k 
ccess 
his t 
Kingd 
y the 
do t 
the p 
e lit 
essio 



ed thi 
im dec 
king w 
y with 
earth , 
ose on 
expr es 
on , me 
t also 
d doct 

And s 
s o m e o n 
omeone 

door 
church 

this 
he eve 
m in h 
ost les 
22) An 
m and 
e sins 
y , the 
sties . 
. He b 
He spo 
or give 



s to 
ided 
as p 

an 

say 

ear 
sion 
ans 

mea 
rine 
o lo 
e to 

ent 
to i 
. Yo 
once 
ning 
is r 
: As 
d wh 
said 

of 
y ar 

Tak 
reat 
ke i 
n. I 



the 
, who 
ermitt 
eye to 
s Chri 
th sha 
soft 
here: 
ns : wh 

of th 
osenin 

the k 
er int 
t , so 
ur Sav 

more 

of th 
esur re 

the F 
en He 

to th 
any , t 
e r eta 
e note 
hed on 
n plur 
f you 



to 
ed 

the 
st , 
11 
he 

o 
e 

g 

ingdom 

o 

Peter 

iour 

for 

e 

ction 

ather 

has 

em : 

hey 

ined . 

them . 
al: 
retain 



e Reformation parted 
lares now, that the 
eys to the Kingdom- 
or . According 
urn he gave them again 
om were passed on 

Pope has the authority 
his personally. He 
riests . The keys which 
tie keys handled by 
nal, in which people 



conf e 
pries 
Hw wi 
I par 
sinne 
Again 
oppos 
this 
your 
an hy 
What 
f orgi 
to th 
conf e 
the s 
No , t 
pries 
and m 
What 
84. H 
opene 
churc 
Peter 
Well, 
in se 
messa 
conf e 
pries 
God n 
of hi 
Is th 
key o 
the o 
the o 
pr ocl 
in th 
Calvi 
to an 
It ha 
answe 
and i 
f orgi 
the b 
promi 
and t 
with 
preac 
here , 
Here 
congr 
as of 
You a 
conf e 
that 



ss t 
t , h 
11 h 
don 
rs d 
, co 
i te 
soca 
sins 
pocr 
was 
ves 
an t 
ss t 
ins 
he s 
t. T 
er ci 
has 
ow , 
d an 
h se 

and 

it 
cret 
ge o 
ssio 
t . I 
ow 1 

S CO 

is n 
f ac 
ther 
ff ic 
aim 
e mi 
n sa 
noun 
ndle 
r 84 
t cl 
vene 
elie 
se o 
o ea 
a re 
hing 
for 
your 
egat 
ten 
re c 
ssio 
you 



heir sins 
e now rec 
ear from 
your sins 
eser ve . 
ngregatio 
from each 
lied sacr 

to the p 
isy , what 
Calvin in 
sins? onl 
o God? Wh 
he sins , 
than only 
ins do no 
hey have 
ful God. 
your conf 
it questi 
d closed 
rve that 

later to 
does not 
, by a pr 
f the god 
nal . So i 
t has lai 
ets this 
ngregatio 
ot great ? 
quittal a 

apostles 
e-bearers 
the gospe 
dst of Go 
ys : God p 
ce the gl 
s upon in 

names : t 
oses. Thr 
ss of the 
vers . Emp 
f the for 
ch person 
penting a 
, experie 

the last 

conf essi 
ion . To yo 
as you ac 
ailed her 
n says he 
have or n 



. Who confesses his sins 
eives from him the forgi 
the mouth of the priest: 
. He also gives the puni 



n : the 

other 

ament 

r iest , 

doubl 

his I 

y God. 

o gaug 

then o 

becau 

t have 

to be 



way 
. Fo 
of t 

the 
e de 
nsti 

To 
es t 
nly 
se o 

to 
conf 



s of 
r to 
he c 
n yo 
alin 
tuti 
whom 
he r 
God? 
f th 
be c 
esse 



Rome 

what 
onf es 
u wer 
g was 
on an 

else 
epent 

On w 
e fin 
onf es 
d bef 



essi 
ons 
by t 
firs 

the 
use 
iest 
ly a 
t ha 
d th 
r oya 
n . 

Pet 
nd f 
. Si 

of 
1 of 
d's 
ut a 
ad t 
stru 
he p 
ough 
ir s 
hati 
give 
ally 
nd a 
nces 

tim 
on m 
u is 
cept 
e to 
re , 
ot h 



on t 
in q 
he p 
t ke 
all 
this 
. Th 
cqui 
s sn 
is d 
1 ac 

er , 
orgi 
nee 
God' 

the 
cong 

lit 
idin 
ctio 
r eac 

the 
ins 
call 
ness 
. It 

gui 

the 
e, i 
akes 

pro 

by 

act 
fait 
ave . 



hat 
uest 
reac 
y wh 
the 
key 
e Re 
ttal 
atch 
own 
quit 

that 
vene 
then 
s ch 

acq 
rega 
tie 
g of 
n of 
hing 

pre 
for 
y yo 

of 

tou 
It a 

for 
s pu 

an 
clai 
true 
i vel 
h is 

Eve 



careful 

ion 84, 

hing of 

ich Chr 

apost 1 

in the 

format! 

of our 

ed that 

on the 

tal be 



and 

a mi 
sion 
e don 

poss 
gry a 

coul 
ance 
hich 
ished 
sed i 
ore t 

ly wo 

is t 

the 

ist f 

es?(M 

conf 

on ha 

sins 

out 

pulpi 

procl 



pla 
ss f 

it 
urch 
uitt 
tion 
man 

Jes 

Jes 

of 
achi 
Chri 
ur c 
the 
ches 
ckno 
give 
t th 
appe 
med 

fai 
y be 

not 
ry S 



in fishe 
irst , Af 
has been 
. They a 
al of gu 

made out 
us Chris 
us Chris 
the gosp 
ng of th 
st's sak 
onf essio 
guilt is 

your pe 
wledgegi 
ness to 
e part o 
al on yo 
the forg 
th the p 
lieve Go 

a dose 
unday an 



in the ear of the 
veness . 

Absolve te : 
shment which the 

the Reformation are 
sunderstandings did 
lead? If you confessed 
e with them. What 
ible here . 
gainst this. Who 
d sins be confessed 
of him or her, who 
ground does God forgive 

work of our Saviour? 
n the ear of the 
he face of the holy 

rked out in answer 
he kingdom of heaven 
gospel? How does the 
irst entrusted to 
atthew 16, John 20) 
essional of the church, 
s taken away the 

out of the 
of the hands of the 
t , publicly . 
aimed in the midst 

rman, received that 
ter that it went to 

passed on to all 
re called by God to 
ilt and punishment 



of 
t to 
t th 
el. 
e go 
e , is 
n e 

pro 
rson 
ng h 
his 
f th 
ur f 
iven 
romi 
d's 
spir 
ew t 



dust 
his 
e fi 
That 
spel 
pro 
xpla 
clai 
. On 
eart 
hear 
e re 
aith 
ess 
se o 
prom 
itua 
he p 



, on th 
congre 
rst key 
key op 
, the 
claimed 
ins tha 
med to 
ly thos 

hears 
t . How 
demptio 

of your 
f the g 
ises . Y 
1 posss 
r eachin 



e pulpit 
gation . 

which 
ens 

to 
t the 
all 
e who 
the 

sharply 
n . 

sins , 
ospel . 
our 
ion , 
g of 



the g 
to be 
you . 
How s 
answe 
procl 
conde 
Congr 
gospe 
faith 
It al 
conf e 
of Lo 
for h 
goes 
in th 
conde 
say h 
to be 
old d 
the p 
Answe 
is li 
apost 
of Ch 
who a 
for t 
It is 
his g 
Judas 
are w 
well 
gospe 
do qu 
4 ver 
sharp 
soul 
thoug 
opens 
wide 
who r 
J.C.S 
prese 
decis 
That 
dogma 
like, 
appli 
treas 
Do y o 
in ch 
go to 
Our f 
churc 



ospel comes to you and every Sunday a 
lieve this. Otherwise the redemption 



new you are called 
by Christ will elude 



harply thi 
r 84 says . 
aimed and 
mnation re 
egation , t 
1. That wo 

of them w 
so unmasks 
ssion clos 
rdsday 30 . 
y pocrites 
one step f 
e church i 
mnation re 
ere that t 

spoken to 
ays . After 
reaching w 
r 84 does 
fe for one 
le Paul wr 
rist to Go 
re perishi 
hem who so 

"one" gos 
ospel to a 
. He spoke 
ritten in 
as to Juda 
1 , the Sav 
ickly. The 
se 12 says 
er than an 
and spirit 
hts and in 

the Kingd 
open for w 
e j ects thi 
ikkel has 
nted to us 
ion and su 
is why the 
, also not 

It is the 
cation at 
ures of Ch 
u say yes 
urch? How 

church? 
ore-father 
h. The wor 



s part 

To al 
testif 
s ts on 
hat ha 
rks to 
ho ace 

all t 
ely co 

There 
at the 
urther 
s pr oc 
sts up 
he hyp 

in ev 

the s 
as poi 
not me 

hear e 
ites i 
d amon 
ng , to 

will 
pel th 
11 his 

to al 
the he 
s . But 
iour s 

write 
: For 
y two- 
, of j 
tentio 
om by 
ho bel 
s in u 
once s 

on a 
rrende 

pr eac 

a pol 

preac 
the sa 
rist f 
or do 
do you 



of the redemption is 
1 the unbelievers and 
ied that the wrath of 

them as long as they 
ppens through that "o 

two sides. It works 
ept this gospel with 
he unbelievers and hy 
nnects to the last tw 

it was already said 

table of the Lord. H 
. Now to all the unbe 
laimed, that God f s wr 
on them. The Catechis 
ocrites and unbelieve 
ery sermon. They used 
inging after the seco 
nted to the hypocrite 
an it this way. The " 
r and for the other a 
n 2 Corinthians 2 : 1 
g those who are being 

one a fragrance of d 
be saved a fragrance 
at is proclaimed to a 

apostles. To Peter b 
1 his diciples: be el 
avens. With that He p 

when the latter defi 
ays in anger : What yo 
r of the letter to th 
the word of God is li 
edged sword, piercing 
oints and marrow, and 
ns of the heart. Can 
opening the door to G 
ieves. It closes the 
nbelief . The wellknow 
aid: the gospel is no 
platter . Again and ag 
r. It forces to say y 
hing is not a discour 
itical discourse as s 
hing of the Word, exp 
me time. The preachin 
or you and forces you 
you say no? Congregat 

listen to the preach 



put 

hyp 

God 

do 
ne" 
and 
a re 
pocr 
o qu 
that 
ere 
liev 
ath 
m do 
rs s 

to 
nd p 
s an 
one" 

con 
5,16 

sav 
eath 
from 
11. 
ut j 
ated 
oint 
nite 
u ar 
e He 
ving 

to 

dis 
it b 
od's 
door 
n pr 
t a 
ain 
es o 
se , 
ome 
lana 
g di 

to 
ion , 
ed W 



, sh 
ocri 

and 
not 
prea 
stre 
pent 
ites 
esti 

the 
the 
ers 
and 
es n 
epar 
do t 
oint 
d th 

pre 
demn 

We 
ed a 

to 

lif 
Chri 
ust 

tha 
s to 
ly r 
e go 
brew 

and 
the 
cern 
e sh 

tre 

for 
each 
cand 
it a 
r to 
nor 
of t 
tion 
spla 
make 

how 
ord? 



ows 
tes 

ete 
repe 
chin 
nght 
ing 
. He 
ons 
re i 
conf 
and 
eter 
ot m 
atel 
his 

of 
e un 
ache 
atio 
are 
nd a 
deat 
e to 
st p 
as w 
t yo 

Pet 
ejec 
ing 
s in 

act 
divi 
ing 
arpe 
asur 

eve 
er R 
y th 
sks 

say 
a pi 
oday 

and 
ys t 

a c 

do 

Why 



in what 

is 

rnal 

nt . 

g of the 

ens the 

heart . 

re your 

and answers 

s no room 

ession 

hypocrites 

nal 

ean to 

y have 

in the 

the sermon , 

concerned . 

d gospel 

n. The 

the aroma 

mong those 

h . But 

life, 
roclaimed 
ell to 
ur names 
er as 
ts the 
to do , 

chapter 
ive , 
sion o f 
the 
r? It 
e room 
ry one 
ev . 
at is 
f or 

no . 
ece of 

would 

he 

hoice . 
you sit 
do you 



s spoke about coveting salv 
d may be somewhat old fashi 



ation when going to 
oned , but not the 



matter. Your Saviour has compared the Kingdom of heaven with 
a treasure in the field and with a pearl of great value. 
( Matthew 13). Suddenly there was that treasure before the feet 
of the digger. Surprisingly, suddenly. And the diver for pearls 
experienced the same. He found that precious pearl. So it also 
goes with the preaching: Who listens desiring salvation is 
digging and time and again he shall discover the treasure of 
the Kingdom in the sermon, and find the pearl of great value. 
So lives through the preaching, the treasure of the forgiveness 
of sins in the congregation, from Sunday to Sunday. 
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congregation is not the last about which the church speaks. 
The in the excommunication thrown shut door to the Kingdom is 
not hermetically locked. It can be opened again, God be thanked. 
Answer 85 does not end with the excommunication, but with the 
readmission. Your confession proclaimes in the last sentences 
this grand piece of the redemption, that those excluded can 
be received again as members of Christ and of his church. 
They have to promise and show real amendment. The last part 
of the church dicipline is not about exclusion but of taking 
back. Here we think about the piercing word of the prophet 
Jeremiah in chapter 3 verse 22, where the Lord cries to his 
people: Return, faithless sons, I will heal your faithlessness 
May the answer of those who deserted the Lord or threaten to 
desert, than also sound: Behold we come to thee; for Thou art 
the Lord our God. After the form of excommunication follows 
the form readmission. As long as a human is alive, he can convert 
himself to God. And upon repentance the door of the Kingdom 
opens wide. Congregation, your God is a charitable and forgiving 
God and full of mercy. 
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ow we come to the last point. We saw how Christ in the use 
he keys puts on sharp the section of the redemption in the 
tion to the preaching and the church dicipline. We now will 
k about setting it sharply in relation to God Himself, 
ordsday 31 shows us one thing then it is that God is involved 
all of this. As a sombre pealing church bell sounds through 
Lordsday the expression : by God Himself. In answer 84: 
rding to this testimony of the gospel, God will judge both 
his life and in the life to come. In answer 85: the godless 
excluded by God Himself from the kingdom of Christ. God 
resent in the meetings of the congregation. We are also 
ther in the consistery room before the face of God. Of that 
prayer in that consistery room be witness. I read once, 

the decline of the Reformed Church in the province of North 
and started when they omitted the prayer in the consistery 



It is about the keys of the Kingdom which God has entrusted 
to his congregation. Let us really think about this with the 
preaching and the use of dicipline. 



We again think about the Pope and his appearance all over the 
world. The humble fisherman of Capernaum to whom God entrusted 
the keys of his Kingdom would not be able to believe his eyes. 
He calls himself the fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ. (1 Peter 5: 1) Tend the flock of God that is your 
charge. Not as domineering over those in your charge but being 
examples to the flock. Let these words be written in the heart 
of the preachers, office bearers and the congregations. Then 
also the promise which Peter connects to this will be fulfilled 
to us: And when the chief Shepherd is manifested, you will obtain 
the unfading crown of glory. (verse 4) Is that not a beautiful 
conclusion of the great and royal part of the redemption? 

Amen . 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Have you ever checked how often in the bible the word thankful 
and thankfulness appear? You may think: that has to be quite 
often. Otherwise the Catechism would not have put the word 
thankfulness above this third part of our confession. 
Be not mistaken. It appears only two times in the whole New 
Testament. There is much talk about thanking. But thankfulness 
you only find twice. In the first place in the letter to the 
Colossians, chapter 3 verse 15, where the apostle writes: 
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body. And be thankful. You will also 
find it in Hebrews 12 verse 28 with the powerful stimulation: 
Therefore let us be grateful ( Dutch bible dankbaar i.e. thankful) 
for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let 
us offer to God acceptable worship. 

Twice the word thankful appears in the New Testament and still 
your confession puts above this whole third part of the Catechism 
from Lordsday 32 to Lordsday 52, that short and powerful heading: 
OUR THANKFULNESS. It has a reason for this. Because with this 
it redeems a promise which it already made in the first Lordsday. 
There it told you that the only comfort in life and death 
consists out of three parts: in misery, redemption and 
thankfulness. With that your christian life has been drawn. 
You have been out your misery, in which your fall in Adam put 
you, redeemed by Christ. And there than follows how you prove 
to God your thankfulness for this redemption. Today we will 
speak about this last part. It is about: 

OUR CHRISTIAN THANKFULNESS 

1. Christ works this in you; 

2. It is of great meaning for you and your neighbour; 

3. The Scriptures binds this on your heart. 

1. Your Catechism is a real fine booklet. We notice this time 
and again. But what is it really all about in the Catechism? 
What does it want to bind on your heart? 0, you answer: Is it 
not the only comfort? You are right in this. However not all 
has been said with this. 



The 
come 
That 
In a 
to G 
Af te 
God. 
of t 
yet . 
in h 
peti 
you . 
But 
it p 
in t 
in t 
than 
thre 
back 
the 
10 c 
whic 
Now , 
the 
and 
of y 
c 
now 
owe 
As o 
the 
now 
abou 
in t 
Cate 
roma 
mann 
They 
some 
real 
have 
You 
in t 
Sine 
thro 
out 
more 
oppo 
You 
doct 
Ther 
cath 
stil 
You 



Catechism also wants to show you that this only comfort 

s to you in the three main points of you being a christian. 

is in the first place in the twelve articles of faith, 
rticle by article you confess what you believe in regard 
od the Father, God the Son and about God the Holy Spirit, 
r that follows the second main point: how you shall serve 

For that reason your confession puts the 10 commandments 
he law of the Lord before you. But you still are not there 

You also have to know how you shall pray to your Father 
eaven. That is why the Catechism deals with the Lord T s prayer 
on after petition, the way the Christ has taught this to 
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hat this question about the having to do good 
n made altogether without reason. In those 
trend beside the reformers who could not care 
ian way of life. The so-called antinomianer s 
f the law - claimed that you as a christian 
ep the law. Did not Christ do this for you? 
s not a new error. You find this already in 
le Paul. He also lets one antinomianer ask: 

then? Are we to continue in sin that grace 
ly the apostle cries against this: By no means, 
ed to sin still live in it? (Romans 3: 1,2) 

question on the table. Agressive, accusing. 

the doctrine of the free grace, urge people 

to true thankfulness? How can you combat those 
w look at the answer, congregation. With this 
kes a masterly move. No, it does not let the 
its opponents be forced on itself . 
p a row of arguments, why a christian has to 

also does not point to the law as a demand 

will not even consider to exchange the gospel 
holic work-sanctif ication . It doe not say: 
are needed for this or that. Absolutely not. 
the first words of answer 86. Through Christ, 
n follows what Christ does. 

ected something entirely different. The answer 
logical. If someone asks you why you do 
nnot answer by pointing to something someone 
t this answer be illogical. It is -once more- 

For it points to Christ. It approaches this 
tally different angle. It does not point to 
o or what we should have done. No, it points 

He did and does. Suddenly it places our Saviour 
he centre. It puts Him central. It says: because 
eemed us, also renews us by his Holy Spirit 

med confession here goes over a sharp edge, 
ner of speaking, along precipices. You may 
through the mountains during your holidays. 

have to walk on ledges between precipices, 
eft or one step to the right and you fall in 
ill you go quietly on along the path. For even 
en left or right, the path is safe and reliable. 
. Your reformed confession goes here on the 
e roman catholic work-sanctif ication . 
side there is the abyss of the throwing away 
e antinomianism: continue in sin so that grace 
confession goes between this, safe and 
ys: Aren't you from Christ? Did He not buy 
d and liberate you? How those few words masterly 
le part of the redemption. Redeemed 
rough Him. The Catechism wants to say: you 

this yourself. You do not have to jerk yourself 
power of sin. That has He, your Saviour 



No, what we have confessed in the part of the rede 
not put here on a loose foundation. You do not hav 
heaven through good works, From that you cannot ta 
centimeter. But on the other side of the coin, it 
not for one moment you can live as you please. Tha 
have to be concerned about the law and God's comma 
Congregation, now pay attention, how your confess! 
in this answer 86. Now that Christ has redeemed us 
not stop there. Certainly not. He also renews us b 
Spirit to his image. He keeps working on us. He ke 
his grasp. Or to say: it has not only been Good Fr 
Easter. He not only poured out his blood for us on 
and redeemed us with this. He also rose from the d 
defeated on that early Easter morning the devil an 
out of his power. That is one. 

But now comes two. He went to heaven. He took his pi 
right hand. From there He poured out the Holy Spirit 
became Pentacost and through his Pentacost spirit He 
our hearts. He also made us different people, new pe 
will serve the Lord. Here you may think about Romans 
29 where Paul wrote that for those whom He foreknew 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that He might be the first-born among many brethern. 
Congregation, we often think too scanty of the work 
power of our Saviour. You have a living Saviour. One 
He keeps on working on you, also now, today. Your co 
says He renews us. What is there a depth in this ans 
I do not renew myself. I do not make myself into ano 
being. How could I do that? I, who have been receive 
in sin. He does that. He does that out of the power 
finished work through his Pentacost Spirit. I may be 
his many brothers and sisters, who are made to his i 
two people, a man and a woman, have been married for 
they start to look like the other. They assume each 
and habits. They become closer and closer to each ot 
this not so between you and your Saviour? If you liv 
if you daily take refuge to his sacrifice and his bl 
the Spirit lives and works in your heart, it cannot 
then that you conform to his image. You are going to 
image. You become forgiving. You start to love God f s 
this does not stand anymore against you in its conde 
On the contrary, it becomes a joy to keep this law. 
sing with Psalm 119 stanza 21: I've kept thy law, I 
joyful tongue. Congregation, now you are understandi 
confession discusses the third part of the Catechism 
heading : Our Thankfulness. Here thankfulness is def 
not a contra performance. Sometimes it is made this 
the southern parts of the Netherlands you can see st 
crucifixes on the sides of the roads. On those Chris 
portrayed. Sometimes there is an inscription: This I 
you. What are you doing for me? The confession does 
to understand the part of the thankfulness like this 
not like this, that Christ first has delivered an ac 
for us and after this it becomes our turn. No, Chris 
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your own wife, your own children; they are continually confronted 
with your Saviour by your christian walk of life. Here we think 
about discussions about of leaving the church. A poll showed 
that many young people turn their backs to church and faith 
because there was not a christian way of life at home. 
Going to church and reading the bible had become a formality. 
There was not a convincing and a convincingly christian way 
of life behind it. Young people are not won for Christ by this 
Congregation, let us be warned. Let through our walk of life, 
without the salt of faith in it, not estrange our children from 
the Saviour and his congregation. What a great responsibility 
lies here on us as parents. And also on the employers and the 
employees and visa versa. Everywhere, on our jobsite and in 
the street on which we live, we may witness, by our godfearing 
walk of life, of Him who bought us with his blood and who is 
not half a Saviour . 

3. Now we get to the last point. In the last two points it was 
about the christian thankfulness, which we owe God. Alas, there 
are also unthankful christians. The Catechism does not hide 
this. This is told us in a direct manner in question 87. There 
are church-people who continue in a godless and unthankful life. 
It is throroughly sad, but the Catechisme does not disguise 
this. It has a message for such church members, a sharp 
penetrating message. Your confession says, they cannot be saved. 
They will not inherit the kingdom of God. Is here a hell and 
condemnation preaching minister talking? Does here someone 
speak who asks from others, what he himself does not do? Take 
notice how your confession motivates this. By no means they 
will be saved declares answer 87, for the Scriptures say so. 
It does not happen very often that the Catechism literally cites 
the bible. It only does this with conflicting points. So it 
is here. Anew, and again with great power, your confession 
proclaims here that in any case the doctrine of the free grace 
does not undermine or damage the christian life. The 
contradictors here are answered with the bible in the hand. 
Scriptures itself say, that an unchaste person, idolater, 
adulterer or any other godless sinner shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. The wellknown preacher Reverend J.C.Sikkel said 
once in a sermon, no rascals will enter heaven. What would the 
unclean and the godless do in God's clean and glorious kingdom? 
Congregation, we have made a beginning with the part of the 
thankfulness. In the coming Sundays it will be about the 
commandments and prayer. And all of this in the shining light 
of the christian thankfulness. The stakes are high, say this 
last question and answer. Congregation, bear in mind: You do 
not have half a Saviour. For that reason and more so: an 
unthankful person shall not inherit the kingdom of God. That 
is why we end with those powerful apostolic call from Colossians 
with which we also began: 
BE THANKFUL. 

Amen . 
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We speak about 

THE TRUE CONVERSION OF THE CHRISTIAN. 

We pay attention to 

1. the surprising approach of it; 

2. the radical demand; 

3. the glorious fruit of the conversion. 

1. Someone once said: I find that word conversion such an old- 
fashioned word. Can you still use this with modern man? For 
instance, take evangelization. In that we call people to convert. 
But does it get anywhere? Do non-church people seize that word? 
Do they understand with what you mean to say that all people 
have to convert to God? Is that so? Would a church outsider 
not hear in that word conversion, that in this it is about 
turning to another direction in your life? For what the word 
conversion means is very clear in the bible. Especially the 
prophets in the Old Testament used a word in Hebrew that simply 
meant turning around. To make this clearer with an example: 
you walked to the left and now you walk to the right. The prophet 
Isaiah uses this in chapter 55 verse 6 in which he called the 
Israel to conversion. Listen: Seek the Lord, while He may be 
found; call upon Him while He is near, let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return 
to the Lord . 

Congregation also listen to the prophet Joel in chapter 2 verse 
12: Yet even now, says the Lord, return to Me with all your heart 
Rent your hearts and not your garments, return to the Lord your 
God. You hear that in these places of Scripture that with 
conversion two things matter. In the first place it touches 
the direction of your life. Isaiah calls the godless Israelites 
to also radically change their life-direction. But it also 
touches your thoughts, your heart also has to change radically. 
It is remarkable, that in the New Testament two different words 
in the original are used for conversion. With the one God calls 
us to change our heart, our thoughts, with the other to radically 
turn around your wrong life-direction. 

The New Testament gives us speaking examples of both those 
meanings. We think about John the Baptist during his preaching 
at the Jordan. Pharisees, tax collectors, soldiers, all kinds 
of people are standing around him. And listen: He calls to all 
of them to repent. For, says John, the Kingdom is at hand. With 
this he uses a word in Matthew 3 verse 2 that means a radical 
change of disposition. It has to become totally different with 
all these types of listeners. Their thoughts have to change 
radically. But as Paul, ion his turn, in Acts 2 proclaims the 
gospel in Lystra, he calls on the heathens to turn from the 
vain things of the idols to the living God who made heaven and 
the earth and all that is in them, (verse 14) Than he uses a 
word, that means a change of life-direction. Up to now they 
walked behind the idols, they have to radiaclly leave them behind 
and walk in the direction of the Lord. 

In the beginnning of the sermon we named two different kinds, 
ways of conversion. The one was like Lydia's, which went in 
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king. Do you know what his first deed was? He opened the doors 
of the house of God and repaired it. Hezekiah was clearly a 
king who from his youth feared the Lord. And take Timothy of 
whom Paul wrote that he from childhood was acquainted with the 
Holy Sriptures, which are able to instruct you for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 3: 15) 
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3. Now we come to the last question and answer of Lordsday 33. 
This connects closely to answer 90. Now your confession asks: 
what are then those good works in which we may live with love 
and with delight? Well, congregation, they are a glorious fruit 
of your true conversion to God. They are done out of a true 
faith, according to the law of God and to his honor. Sharp 
antithetic your confession adds: not those based on our own 
opinion or on precepts of man. Your confession here sharply 
opposes the roman catholic cloister asceticism and all the 
xternal good works which were prescribed during the ages: pray 
so many times, making pilgrimages, obtaining indulgences etc. 
Very sharply your confession points to 1 Samuel 15, king Saul's 
punishment by Samuel. The Lord had commanded to ban the 
Amelekites. Saul did not do this and saved their livestock using 
the excuse that he wanted to bring a sacrifice to God with this. 
What does the prophet say? Behold, to obey is better than 
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Lordsday 34. 

The law of the Lord: not frustrating but normalizing 

Sermon by the late Reading Psalm 119: 1-24 

Dr . R . H . Bremmer , Text: Lordsday 34, 

Enschede, the Netherlands. Hymn unknown. 

After the law: Psalm 119: 39 

Translated by After the creed: Psalm 146 :3, 

Ralph Winkel, Psalm 99 : 1,2,5,6. 

Edmonton, Psalm 147 : 6, 

Alberta. Psam 19 :3. 

Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The time we live in, is sometimes typified as the ego-era. 
The ego, the I of man is dominant, You could typify this life- 
institution perhaps best with "I am I" and "you are you. You 
do whatever you want to do, I do what I want to do. Aren't we 
free individuals and don't we go our own way in this life? 
In Germany a book was published with the typifying title: Alone. 
In that the "I am", it being alone of modern man, is described. 
He does not want to bind himself in anyway shape or form. Why 
do have to marry officially? Why should you "take" children, 
as it is now called? You live alone and are not tied to anything. 
Norms? Laws? Don't come with them to modern man. Aren't you 
your own norm? The well-known French philosepher Sartre said 
it all: Man is free to make his own life-design. You just have 
to dare to do so. He did not even consider to have the law 
dictated to him by a god. Laws that come from the outside to 
you, frustrate you in you being a human. Recently a young man, 
when he was to be judged for his criminal deeds, said: I don't 
care about people. I go my own way. The "one" words it very 
philosophical, the other says and does it raw, in principle 
it is the same free modern life-ideal. 

In this world lives the church of God. In its public meetings, on 
the day of the Lord, it lets the 10 commandments be proclaimed. 
Its message is exactly the opposite. It does not proclaim an 
unbridled freedom but binds us to the law of God. Does that 
frustrate, congregation, us being human? Do the 10 commandments 
destroy our freedom? Do God's commandments put us in handcuffs 
so that life becomes difficult and heavy? Or are God's laws 
beneficial, laws to life, which bless our lives? Do not forget 
that your confession proclaims the 10 commandments to you in 
the third part of the Catechism. In the part of the thankfulness. 
There in Lordsday 34 stands a thankful person before you and 
he asks in a happy and cheerful mood: What is the law of God? 
Because this, he says, you have put before me in answer 91 as 
the norm for the doing of good works. I am, as a redeemed child 
of God, eager to listen to this. There is in question 92 some- 
thing we also hear by the poet of that beautiful Psalm about 
God's law, Psalm 119: With open mouth I pant, because I long 
for thy commandments .( verse 131) So today we will listen to 
God's beneficial laws. 



They are the rule for our life in thankfulness. 

GOD'S LAW AS RULE FOR OUR THANKFULNESS. 

1. This does not frustrate us; 

2. it normalizes our life; 

3 . It is radical . 

1. Your confession in the first place asks: What is the law 
of God. The answer points to Exodus 20 verse 1-17 and to the 
repetition of the law in Deuteronomy 5 verse 6-21. Is this not 
strange congregation? Aren't you the congregation of the new 
covenant? Did not Christ fulfil the law of Moses? Why does the 
confession not point here to the laws, which Christ gave to 
us in the sermon of the mount? Or why does the answer not point 
us to the rules, which the apostle Paul in his letters gave 
to us for a christian life? Does it make sense, many christians 
ask, to read the law of Moses in the meeting of his christian 
congregation Sunday after Sunday? For example would it not be 
sufficient using the summary of the law, as Christ gave in 
Matthew 22? Those questioners would be right, in case God had 
intended the law only for the people of Israel. 

But this is not the case. Think about paradise. Did God leave 
Adam and Eve ignorant in regard to his will? Did not God make 
his law be known on the Sinai for the first time? Certainly 
not. God lived with Adam and Eve in a covenant, the paradise 
covenant. What do you think? Did not God bind the first people 
in that covenant to his demand to love Him over all things and 
the neighbour as himself? No doubt, God had sharpened his 
covenant-demand in the test law in paradise. In that He tested 
man if he really was willing to render love to God, by observing 
the test-covenant. Love to God and to the neighbour was God's 
covenant-demand for the first people. This fundamantal law of 
the covenant God maintained, also after the fall of his first 
covenant-partners. Real fine God renews that command in his 
covenant-pact with Abraham, his friend in Genesis 17 verse 1. 
There God spaeks to Abraham, just before He made his covenant 
with him: I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 
Congregation, in this is everything what God already promised 
in paradise and demands from us. In front goes the promise: 
I am God Almighty and of course the Lord means with this: That 
I am for you, Abraham. Then God adds to this his covenant-demand 
Walk before me and be blameless. 

Why than does God come anew to his people at the Sinai and He 
gives anew the law to this people? Well, the sense of the law 
of God, of the godly demand of love to God and to the neighbour 
was worn away with the Israelites. Someone made this clearer 
using the image of a flat grave marker in an old medieval 
churchbuilding . Such markers are worn by the many feet that 
walked over them. Time has done its erosion. So was God's law 
worn away by Israel in those ages in Egypt. God decided it was 
high time to sharpen that law anew. And what did the Lord, 
congregation, go to work with this in a merciful and royal 
manner. The proclamation of God's law has been a powerful 
happening for God's people at the Sinai. 



Note the moment, in which God came to his people 
They only have been liberated a few months ago fr 
They are on the road: from Egypt to Canaan. 
Egypt lies behind them and the land of the promis 
of them. What a lot has happened since that liber 
Egypt. They already had grumbled. At Mara, becaus 
water. In the desert of Sin, because of a shortag 
God gave them Manna. At Rafidim because of the la 
and Moses had hit upon the rock and brought forth 
a grumbling and rebellion against God. And now th 
Sinai and God figured it was high time, that He an 
his law to them. The way they are now, they canno 
to go to Canaan. God renews his covenant and let 
heard again. Congregation, pay attention, to the 
signature of the law. That says: Then God spoke a 
saing: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. It is too 
92 in the first sentence left out the word "Then" 
emphasized in Exodus 20. (Not in the K.J.V. nor i 
it is in the Dutch bible) And it is of great mean 
says Scripture, then, there at the Sinai. Then ,t 
was behind them and Canaan was ahead of them. The 
them out of that horrible house of bondage and we 
on the road to the land of milk and honey. Not fo 
in the world should we want to do without that wo 
the heading of the law. 

A heading above a law, congregation, is of great 
It bears the imprint of the whole law. During th 
and regulations were proclaimed with the heading 
of the governor of the German realm. What a diff 
amde with the laws proclaimed in the name of Que 
Such a heading expresses the authority and the n 
laws. Now, here comes the Lord God Himself and i 
to his people. He presents Himself as the Giver 
commandments, I am the Lord, Jahweh, your God, w 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bo 
Congregation, do you hear the claim that God lay 
He does not proclaim for nought in that heading, 
Lord, is your God. Both his covenant names He pi 
front. He is the Lord, Jahweh, I am who I am. Or 
whom I shall be. The God on whom you always can 
defaults. To whom you always can go with your wo 
guilt. And: I am your God Israel. That word God 
the Creator of heaven and earth, which can make 
This God is your God, He Himself says it here. 
And yes, what says the Lord emphatically, that H 
out of the house of bondage. Catechumen sometime 
with this word bondage. Ask them what it means, 
that they do not know. God means Egypt with it. 
have to serve in the hard work in the tile-ovens 
Was Egypt not for them for the last years, a hug 
camp? House of bondage: that word reminded the I 
the clubs and the whips of Pharaoh's supervisors 
reminded them of more horrible things as the dro 
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2. No, the law of the Lord does not frustrate us being man. 
God's commandments come to us as a rule for our lives in 
thankfulness. They do not frustrate us, but they do normalize 
us. That is also grace of God. He does not leave it up to 
ourselves. He shows us the way. He gives us the norms, the rules 
for our live in our hands. In the ten commandments. 
What is everything God has made good, congregation. Of course 
God could have formulated his commandments into a different 
number. He gave us ten. For every finger of our hand "one" 
commandment. Children can count them on the fingers of their 
hand and learn. What has the Lord arranged these commandments 
with care. Qyestion and answer 93 speak about this. There your 
confession asks: How are these commandments divided? The answer 
points to Moses and to Christ, a masterful touch of the 
Catechism. To Moses by speaking of the two tables. With that 
you should not think of a table of which you eat. No, with tables 
here are meant tablets, granite tablets on which God with his 
own finger wrote his commandments. God did this twice. When 
Moses after the first time threw them angrily into pieces, 
when seeing the golden calf, God wrote them once more. 
(Deut 10: 4) The Catechism takes it in answer 94, that God wrote 
the first four commandments on the one table and on the second 
the remaining six. The first four normalize our conduct over 
against God, and the other six our relation over against our 
neighbour. So man has for ages understood the speaking of the 
Scriptures about the two tables. 

However lateky there came a new explanation which is worth 
considering. It points to the fact, that when in the time of 
the Old Testament two kings made a pact, the one gave the other 
two clay tablets with the terms of the pact. If one tablet got 
lost, than there still was a extra copy. Now God made his 
covenant with Israel, which was represented by Moses. Now He 
gives, along with this way of thinking, two tablets to Israel 
with on each the ten commandments as text of his covenant with 
Israel. So important is this covenant. 

But how do we understand the speaking of Scripture about these 
two tables, it does not change anything about the division. 
The first four commandments put the love to God central, the 
remaining six this to the neighbour. So our Saviour Himself 
divided them in his conversation with a lawyer in Matthew 22. 
He asked Him about the great commandment of the law. About this 
the Pharisees could debate passionately. Was by example the 
commandment to honor your parents more important that the 
commandment of keeping the Sabbath or was it vice versa. 
Your Saviour does not get dragged into that useless debate. 
Masterly He answers: You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. And 
the second commandment, which is like the first, is: You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself. Did God not formulate his law 
beautifully with an eye on our conduct? Is He not central in 
those first four commandments? Only to serve and honor Him, 
says the first commandment. But serve Him according to his Word 
and not in a self-willed way, says the second commandment. 
And if you honor and serve Him, then firstly you have to keep 
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3. Now we come to the last point. We saw that God's law does 
not frustrate us being human but indeed normalizes. As the last 
point we will now consider the radicality of the law of the 
Lord. That comes to the fore in the first commandment. Have 
you ever noticed that the Catechism reserves for all the 
following Lordsdays a separate Lordsday, but only not with the 
first commandment? Your confession wants to show with this how 
close the beginning of the Catechism, the I am the Lord your 
God is bound to the first commandment. Now that He the Lord 
our God is, it is impossible to have other gods before his face. 
And also see, congregation, how masterly the Catechism, the 
first commandment immediately after the heading and division, 
brings to the front. It does not ask: what does God prohibit 
you in the first commandment. Still it is clearly formulated 
as a commandment: You shall have no other gods before me. No, 
your confession asks specifically in question 94: What does 
God command you in the first law? Your confession here is 
about the positive. What flows there from the first commandment 
for my concrete life-position? And before your confession saysone 
word about what is demanded from us in this commandment, it 
impresses upon us what here in this first commandment is at 
stake. No less than your salvation, your bliss, congregation. 
Listen: for the sake of my salvation I avoid and flee all 
idolatry. You have already understood: in the obedience to the 
first commandment everything is at stake, your salvation. 
God cannot even see those idols before his face. He does not 
tolerate them. He sweeps them away in this first commandment. 
If this commandment is relevant? Asking the question is answering 
it. I think about all these modern religious superstitions: 
Indian religion, re-incarnation, transcendental mediation, 
alternative religion and in whatever man seeks his salvation. 
Away with this, says the first commandment. Away with it. 
There is only One who truly can be trusted and who you can rely: 
the Lord God, the God of the covenant, the Father of Jesus 
Christ. He then is also central in the further explanation of 
this commandment. It is really a hymn, that answer 94, a hymn 
about the trust and caring love of our God and Father. 
Congregation, what has this "I era" brought to mankind? Nothing 
else than enslavement , blood and chaos. True freedom? 
It does not look like it: enslaved to powers and demons. Blessed' 
who lets himself be normalized through the radical law of this 
God and Father. 

Congregation, forsake all creatures rather than do the least 
thing against his will. Be radical and be on guard for the idols. 

Amen 
By Him Jerusalem is guided; 
The Lord his statutes has provided, 
His steadfas love to Jacob showing, 
His word on Israel bestowing. 
He dealt thus with no other nation; 
They did not know his revelation. 
Praise then the Lord, your gladness voicing 
And in his steadfast love rejoycing. 

Psalm 147: stanza 6. 



Lordsay 35. 

The second commandment: No dumb images, but a living proclamation 
of the gospel 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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Does Islam with this look like our reformed worship service? 
Did we not also remove the images from the churches? Our reformed 
worship service is also sober? Yes, and still there is a profound 
difference between the manner in which, we as christians worship 
God and those of the Islam. For us the Lord is not the far and 
exalted Allah. In no possible way. 

We know our Lord as our Father in Jesus Christ, our Saviour . 
God is not far away and unreachable. God has come to us in 
Christ, who is the image of God. 

And so we also worship Him; in Christ, his dear Son. It is in 
the second commandment not only about an external and withered 
worshiping of God, as with the Muslims. In this commandment 
it is about our worship service, in which Christ is central. 
Our confession expresses this like this: we shall not worship 
God in any other manner then He has commanded in His Word. 
And that Word became flesh in Jesus Christ. What that spiritual 
worship service of God contains we will consider today. 
I speak to you about: 



IN THE SECOND COMMANDMENT GOD ORDERS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
SPIRITUALLY. 

So that we 

1. Believe Him sincerely, 

2. worship sincerely, 
2. fear sincerely. 

1. Congregation, the second commandment is very closely tied 
to the first. Both commandments run like in one breath together. 
First: You shall have no other gods before Me and immediately 
after that: You shall not make yourself a graven image of God. 
It is clear that these two commandments are closely connected. 
That made the roman catholices and the lutherans unite both 
commandments. They regard them as one commandment: the first. 
Because of that their commandments count one number lower than 
ours. What with us is the third commandment is with them the 
second and so on. Yet they also come to ten commandments, because 
they split the tenth commandment into two. First as the ninth 
commandment: You shall not covet your neighbours house and then 
as tenth: you shall not covet your neighbour's wife and what 
further follows in the tenth commandment. The reformed 
reformation did not follow Rome and Luther in this. Calvin also 
followed the synagoge which also separate the first and second 
commandment. They are also to be discerned, these two command- 
ments. In the first God sweeps all other gods from before his 
face. Away with them. No other gods before Me. In the second 
commandment God sharpens this by forbidding the making of an 
image of God. We shall, says answer 96, not make an image of 
God in any way. Pay attention, congregation, how carefully God 
developed that second commandment. You have to place yourself 
in the old-eastern world, in which Israel lived. That was 
totally different world then the one you live in today. When 
you do this then you will be able to understand this commandment 
a lot better. God begins with the prohibiting of a graven image. 
In that you can see an old easterner busy with his idol. The 
prophet Isaiah has described this to us in chapter 44 in a 
plastic and ironic manner. The ironsmith fashions it and works 
it over the coals; he shapes it with hammers and forges it with » 
his strong arm. The carpenter stretches a line, he marks it 
out with a pencil; he fashions the idol with a plane. (verse 
12,13) You can hear the scornful laughter of the prophet about 
a made by hand graven image . 

How earnest the Lord is with the forbidding of the by men graven 
and formed images shows in the detailed summary which the second 
commandment gives of this. On the background of this is Israels 
longtime stay in Egypt and no less in the later entering of 
Canaan. The Lord clears the decks of the past and warns his 
people with an eye to the future. They shall not make a graven 
image of anything that is in heaven above. The Egyptians 
worshiped the sun god Ra , they also worshiped certain birds. 
Here God sweeps them away. He also- forbids the making of images 
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in the temple above the ark in the holy of holies. That is why 
he erected, when he was king, such images as the two bullcalves, 
the one in the North at Dan and the other in the Soiith at Bethel. 
He also made himself to be the high priest of that worship 
service. Now there was no more need for the Israeltes to make 
those long journeys to Jerusalem. They now also could see the 
Lord, just as in Aaron's time at the mount Horeb. 
Congregation, you know how angry the Lord was and showed this 
through the prophet he send to Bethel. Jerobeam's arm, which 
he stretched out against the man of God from Judah,! stiffened 
and the altar torn to pieces. And in the further history of 
Israel it sounds as a dark refrain with just about every king 
of Israel: For he walked in all the way of Jerobeam, the son 
of Nebat, and in the sins which he made Israel to sin. The Lord 
counts the sin against the second commandment as very 
serious . Congregation , why did the Lord take such offence to 
this sin? Because it pulled Israel away from the faith in the 
invisible and majestic God. If we can see God, then it is not 
necessary to believe in Him. And that is what the Lord wants 
to teach you in this second commandment. Abraham left Ur of 
the Chaldeans not knowing where he would end up. He did not 
see God, but he had God's promises. Congregation, and those 
promises are made visible and tangible for you in your Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. In Him God reveals Himself to you. Think about 
the words out of the first chapter of the gospel by John: No 
one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, He has made Him known, (verse 18) 

Here you may also think about that short conversation between 
the Saviour and Philip in John 14. Christ has told his diciples: 
No one comes to the Father than through Me. Then Philip asks 
Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied. How 
beautiful and penetrating did your Saviour answer him: Have 
I been with you so long, and yet you do not know Me, Philip? 
He has who seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say: 
Show us the Father? 

There lies the heart of the obedience to the second commandment. 
It pushes us to God's revelation in Jesus Christ. He, writes 
Paul in Colossians 1 verse 15, is the image of the invisible 
God, the first born of all creation. In that living man of flesh 
and blood, in Jesus Christ, God shows Himself to us. Christ, 
writes the letter to the Hebrews: is the reflecting of his glory 
and bears the stamp of his nature. (Hebrews 1 verse 3) 
What is this commandment relevant today. 0, no todays man does 
not make a graven image of God from wood or stone. But what 
do you think? Does he not form with his brain an image of God? 
How do some christians think about the God of the Election? 
Don't they cut themselves an image of a stone-hard God? A God 
of fate, that hits you if you are an outcast and for which many 
live in fear. Instead of believing in God's merciful election 
which with He comes to us in Jesus Christ to encourage and 
comfort us. Or the God of the mystic, which you have to 
experience deep within yourself instead of believing in Him 
on his Word. Congregation, your God is merciful and full of 
grace but also majestic and angry about all the unrighteousness 



of the people. So He has revealed Himself to us in Jesus Christ. 
He proclaimed the gospel of the forgiveness of sins to whores 
and taxcollectors . He also whipped with his word the Pharisees 
and the scribes. God comes to you in the preaching of the gospel. 
You cannot form an arbitrary image of Him but you shall believe 
Him on his Word. 

2. Believing the Lord according to his Word in Jesus Christ, 
That was our first point. Now we come to the second. We shall 
serve Him according to his Word. That he emphasizes also to 
us in the second commandment. Your confession interprets that 
in a very speaking manner in question and answer 98, 
The question is: But may images not be tolerated in the churches 
as "books for the laity?" Your confession answers this with 
a powerful "NO". It continues; No, for we should not be wiser 
than God. He wants his people to be taught not by means of 
dumb images but by the living preaching of his Word. 
With this question and answer you are confronted with the roman 
catholic religion. We realize that in the today roman catholic 
church of the Netherlands most, if not all,the images have been 
removed. But in a lot of other countries this is not the case. 
Also the confession here touches the structure of the roman 
catholic church, which distinguises between the laity and the 
clergy. That structure has never been changed. That is why it 
is, also with an eye on conversations with roman catholic 
christians and the evangelism work necessary, that you know 
what it is all about here. 

Why does the roman catholic church use images in the church? 
For that they have two arguments. In the first place they do 
this from a pedagogic point of view. Your confession describes 
this short and terse: they see the images as " books of the 
laity". You should know, that Rome sharply distinguishes between 
between the hearing and the teaching church. The hearing church 
are the plain church-people without the clergy. They have, in 
spite of all the reforms of the Second Vatican Concilie, actually 
nothing to say. They have to hear to what the teaching church, 
the clergy, tells them. The images work with this as 
illustrations. In every roman catholic church there is a way 
of the cross. In about ten paintings the suffering and dying s 
of Christ is portrayed. It is in reality the same thing as we 
saw with the Israelites of a minute ago. You can see the 
suffering of Christ. That is the pedagogic argumant. 
Besides this there is the mystic argumant. The image, so says 
the mystic vision, lays an immediate contact with that what 
is being portrayed, Jesus or Mary or a saint with the church- 
goer who looks at it. In the roman catholic literature there 
are some wellknown samples of this. So the "holy" Teresa of 
Avila, still worshiped by many roman catholics, was converted 
because she looked at an image of Jesus. Later she told, it 
went through her. 

Against this whole superstition, this trespass against the second 
commandment, the confession of the Reformation was sharply 
opposed. Answer 98 says: God wants , his people to be taught not 
by means of dumb images but by the living preaching of his Word. 
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They have to take care that the proclamation of God's Word is 
truly a living proclamation. Christ says that evety scribe who 
became a diciple of the Kingdom of heaven, is like a householder 
, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old. 
(Matthew 13 verse 52) In this manner the proclmation stays alive. 
Paul writes to Timothy that a minister of the Word has to handle 
the Word of truth rightly. ( 2 Timothy 2 verse 15) It shows how 
important and how responsible the work of a minister of the 
Word is. | 

What does the second commandment lay upon you. as congregation, 
a heavy task on your shoulders. It is in this commandment about 
the right way to serve God. This is also of great meaning for 
your own churchgoing on Sunday. How do you take care of this? 
How active are you in this? How do you listen? There is all 
the more reason to pay attention to this. Our time is focussed 
on the seeing. The televion has made us used to fast changing 
images. It also makes it easy for us to grasp the news. You 
can take the time to look at it all. But in the church it depends 
on the hearing. On the closely hearing and understanding of 
the preaching. God does not want his christians to be taught 
by flimsy images but by the thorough work done on a sermon. 
Let us as ministers be careful that we keep this preaching 
lively. No dull and dry sermons please, with which a congregation 
can be preached dead, to use this speaking expression. God's 
Word itself is alive and plastic. It often speaks in images 
and through happenings. When the preaching has an eye for this, 
the sermons become alive and plastic and the congregation is 
built up in the faith. 

3. Now we come to the last point. In the second commandment 
it is about a sincere belief in God and serve Him sincerely 
and now in the third about fearing Him sincerely. We pointed 
this out to you before: God takes this command very seriously. 
It touches the relationship of our heart over against Him and 
his service. God then added a sanction, a punishment-threat, 
to this commandment. For, He says, I, the Lord, your God- and 
what lies there a depth in that word your-am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing > 
steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My 
commandments. There they are at the end of this commandment: 
an earnest threat but also a powerful promise. That is how it 
is with God's promises. He gives rich promises to those who 
fear Him and serve Him. He also threatens those who hate Him 
-what is this horrible, congregation-with his covenant curse. 
0, yes, we hear that threat and that promise being read every 
Sunday from the pulpit. But do they do something to you? 
Do they touch your heart? Do they wake something up in you? 
Or are they words which just flow over us? It is about sincerely 
fearing the Lord. That means to say: to love Him with whole 
your heart. But also to, with a deep respect for Him, keep his 
commandments and listen to them. He is a jealous God. 
Perhaps you may think, is this fair of God, right by God that 
He visits the sins of the fathers, that is to say: punish the 
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Ashamed become all the souls 

which kneel for the images 

with praise and prayer, 

becoming worthless. 

High above sits the Lord; 

He is God and no one else, 

They bow, deep and dumb, 

all those gods, 

before God's greatness. 



Beskaamd word all siel 
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Psalm 97 stanza 4 from the Dutch-African Psalm Rhymed Version 
of Totius . (Theological professor in Potchef stroom , South Africa) 
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The third commandment: The red light of God s name 



Sermon by the late 

Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 

Enschede, the Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Edmonton , 
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Reading: Leviticus 24 :10-23 

Text: Lordsday 36, 

Psalm 75 :1,4,6 

After the law:Psalm 119: 21 

After the creed: Hymn 29: 4 

Hymn 7: 1,2,4,9. 

Psalm 72: 10 

Psalm 8: 5. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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is at hand in the third commandment . 
ndment says: You shall not take the 

for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
in. Do you see in those last words the 
on? The Lord does not suffice with the 
se of his name. He adds a sharp threat 
Id guiltless who takes His Name in vain, 
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hird commandment than such an important commandment? 

the Lord add only to this commandment and to the second 
trong threat? Have you ever thought with this commandment 
at the Saviour says in Matthew 12 when the Pharisees 
Him that He through Beelzebul, the prince of demons, 
demons? He saus then: every sin and blasphemy will 
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There is nothing as precious as the holy name of God. 



That is why the Lord warns Israel in this third commandment 
for the blaspheming of his name. And Christ deepens for us, 
as congregation of the new covenant, as Pentacost congregation, 
the demand of this commandment by warning for the blaspheming 
of the Spirit. Is there in these godless, anti-godly times not 
a very good reason for us as congregation of the new covenant 
to be taught about the profound contents of this third 
commandment? 



That is why I spaek to you about 

GOD'S COMMANDMENT TO THE SANCTIFICATION OF HIS NAME 

1. It warns us for the abuse of that name; 

2. It rouses us to the proper use; 

3. And it shows us what is at stake in the third commandment 
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in the last few years. We think especially about the media. 
There are some broadcasters who abuse God's name and the name 
of our Saviour. It is sad that a nation, to which God in the 
course of its rich history has given so many favours, abuses 
God's name. We live in a time of coarsening of morals. This 
is noticeable in the swearing. 

Let the parents in our midst take care that their children do 
not go along with this. With a clear conscience be strong in 
the forbidding of swearing. Point out to your children the 
horror of it. When forbidding it, at the same time tell your 
children about the rich content of the name of the Lord. Speak 
with them about the holiness of that name. Go against swearing 
in their presence. Do not get dragged along in the use of refined 
swear words. Actually a swearer is a powerless person. For one 
reason or the other he knows that his own words do not have 
much power. Now he seizes the above natural world, the name 
of God, to add power to his words. Your words should have their 
own power. Christ himself says: Let your yes be yes and your 
no no. If your words do not have strenght of their own, you 
are better off to be quiet. Is is not awful that men seize the 
glorious name of God, to underline their unholy words? Your 
confession in answer 99 makes a remark worthy of consideration 
It declares that we should not share in such horrible sins by 
being silent bystanders. You are also guilty by being silent 
where there is swearing going on. Seemingly you can live in 
an environment in which the name of the Lord is ridiculed. 
A christian cannot live in this. And as so often with the other 
commandments your confession does not stop here at the external 
trespass. It penetrates into the heart of the matter. In our 
time we often speak about polluting the environment. That is 
also cursing. As far as that is concerned the wellknown 
Association against swearing does a lot of good work to fight 
the cursing in public meetings. 
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3. So now we come to the last point: what is at stake in the 
third commandment. That again touches on the red flickering 
light of the beginning. God does not leave him innocent who 
lifts up his name to the sjaw, the worthless. Your confession 
underlines that by showing us in answer 100 that God had 
instituted the death penalty on cursing in the old testament. 
Here you may also think new testamentic about the blasphemingg 
of the Holy Spirit. That touches on the unforgiveble sin against 
the holy Spirit. What else is this than knowingly and stubbornly 
swear on the name of the triune God? What else is this than 
the sometimes stubbornly maintained unbelief even on a deathbed? 
Is it not God's mercy that He time and again, when the law is 
read, lets that red light flicker to warn us? 



Congregation, you live in a critical time. You live in a time 
in which the fine haze of atheism and secularisation permeates 
life. You know that: on an early wintermorning a fine haze can 
blurr the sharp contours of things and cover them with hoarfrost 
Modern men lives in a haze of a denial of God. He masters the 
technics. He can create a testtube baby. He has placed his feet 
on the moon. In what does he, he thinks, have any need of God? 
God is not of any use anymore and the name of the Lord is not 
used anymore . 

The third commandment offers against all this a strong defence 
God has proclaimed his precious name over this world. He guards 
in this third commandment the holiness of that name. 
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He is there. He is " I am who I am ". He lets flicker the red 
light of his threat and tears apart that fine haze of God-denial 
and atheism. He powerfully calls on church and government to 
honor and sanctify his holy name. 
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Amen 



The king, whose name we are professing, 

Shall like the sun endure. 

In Him all nations find their blessing; 

Make Thou his throne secure. 

Blest be the Lord, for He so glorious 

Alone does wondrous things. 

God, in all the earth our chorus 

With " Amen, Amen " rings. 



Psalm 72 stanza 10. Book of Praise 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many of you at that time, in 1980, have seen on the televion 
screen how our queen Beatrix was inaugurated. That was a special 
impressive happening. A young woman was called to a great task, 
to the highest position that our government knows off. 

Amid all the representatives of our people, together in the 
meeting of all the provinces, she made an oath on the 
constitution. She swore to defend the indepence and the territory 
of the State, to protect the freedoms and the rights of her 
subjects, as a good king is supposed to do. 

So help me God Allmighty. Now, indeed if God*s help is needed, 
than it will be in this high office of king. It is not without 
a purpose that we remind you of this solemn happening. We may 
remark that up to now our queen has kept her oath of trust. 
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THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE OATH 



With that in mind we will consider: 

1. The oath in the Holy Scriptures; 

2. The oath in society; 

3. The oath in the church. 
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do you understand these places of Scripture? The reformed people 
always have refused to appeal on some loose texts. They always 
have read Scripture in context. That is what you have to do 
here. You should not be misguided by such a fragmented proof 
of Scripture. Your Saviour has the words, which we just cited, 
spoken in the sermon on the mount. There He fought against the 
devaluation of the oath by the Pharisees and the Scribes. 
Read more about this in Matthew 5. There your Saviour shows 
you how in his time the oath was misused by the Jews. He gives 
a few strong examples of this. The Jews did not only swear by 
God himself. yes, if you swore by God, then you were to keep 
your oaths. But listen how the jews tried to get from under 
this. You could, they said, also swear by the heaven. That was 
not as binding as if you swore by God himself. And it would 
even be less binding if you swore by the earth, or by Jerusalem. 
There were even Jews who swore by their head or by their beard. 
Now, if you made such an oath, you could make light of the truth. 
Such an oath did not oblige you as much to speak the truth as 
did the swearing by God himself. Horrible practices, but 
they existed . 

Now notice how Christ unmasks this haggling with the oath and 
with the by the oath affirmed truth and exposed it. Would 
swearing by the heaven or earth be less binding than by God 
himself? Certainly not. Your Saviour says: For the heaven is 
the throne of God and the earth is the footstool for his feet. 
The heaven and the earth have everything to do with God. 
God established his throne in heaven. The earth is his creation. 
If you swear by the heaven or the earth, you also swear by God. 
And those oaths by your hair or your beard? Jesus said: Dear 
folk, you cannot even make one hair white or black. That only 
can be done by God. Also your hair and your beard are under 
God ! s rule. After having unmasked this horrible mis-use of the 
oath, Christ continues: Let what you say be simply "Yes or No" 
anything more than this comes from evil. 

How sharply does the Saviour here expose the mis-use of the 
oath and puts us under the power of the ninth conimandment . 
A child of God does not need extra assurances when he says yes. 
Than that has to be "yes". And when he says no, it has to be 
"no", In that we have to be able to rely on each other. For 
that God gives us the ninth commandment and Christ binds us l 
to that. Anything more than that is evil. Behind this is the 
devil and we have to resist him with all our powe^r . Is this 
not a fine piece of tuition by the our highest prophet in the 
speaking the truth? James had in his letter enough reasons to 
copy this teaching and to pass it on. 

But did the Saviour in that piece of prophesy from the sermon 
of the mount forbid the swearing of an oath for now and forever? 
That is what the ana-baptists say up to this day. Definitely 
not. Congregation, we take you with us to that night in which 
your Saviour was led before the Jewish High Court, just before 
his suffering and dying. See him standing there before the high 
priest Kajafas. At the high point of his interrogation he asks 
Christ: I adjure You by the living God, tell us if you are the 
Christ, the Son of God? Kajafas put your Saviour under oath. 
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remain of their appeal on the Scriptures? Does not 
own action before Kajafas speak convincing? Don f t those 
e in the Old Testament not speak powerfully of the 
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reality it is a poor substitute for the oath. 

something else, congregation, in the taking of the 
ch we described, also the protestant character of our 
hows. In the roman catholic countries men swears with 

on a crucifix or something like it, or under the calling 
aints. We swear by God allmighty, a terse reformed oath, 
the United States people swear with the hand on the 
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when called to take an oath, 
oath is not a formality. It is 
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originated out of the battle for the freedom to serve God 
according to his Word. Our protestant oath also reniinds us of 
what we saw a while ago. The government has as servant of God 
the right to ask for the oath. You as professing members of 
God's name have to keep hammering on this. 

We as professing christians stand in the midst of our national 
life. We have to take a stand for the right of government to 
maintain as in God's instruction order and peace in society. 
"Against the revolution the gospel" was the Groen Van Prinsterers 
adagium. That also holds good in the matter of the oath. 
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Congregation, you live in a time of God desertion and of church 
desertion. In a time in which the devil wants to pull away your 
chidren from the God of their baptism. From all the 

investigations which have been done about this point, it depends, 
on how much the children experience at home if the service of 
the Lord by their parents is genuine. Let that yes spoken by 
you at the baptismal fond about the education of your offspring 
remain a genuine yes before God. 

Many among you also have said yes to the questions asked when 
you did confession of faith. We think about the penetrating 
question that you love the Lord God and that it is your heartfelt 
desire to serve Him according to His Word, to forsake the world, 
and to crucify your old nature? Are you today still behind that 
yes? We think about the young among us. Some of them have said 
that yes to that question only a while ago. Does that yes live 
in your life? Are you defending it when you are attacked by 
this world? Do you seek your strenght by your Father in heaven 
and with your Saviour? Do you fight to maintain that yes? 
God alone, we confess here, knows the heart. He also knows your 
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and He knows what lives in your heart. Let not the 
sion of faith become a formality. Fight in the faith to 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Is the christian Sunday a thing of the past? Nowadays this 

suggested to you from all sides. Sunday Churchday? A lot of 

people say: Is it? Who still goes to church on Sunday? Can't 

you see with your own eyes that the churches are getting emptier? 

The statistics also prove this. The roman catholic church already 

realized this by instituting a Saturday Mass. Did churchgoing 

improve? It does not look like it. Modern man takes his car 

on Sunday and goes into the country side. If the the weather 

is nice he installs himself at a picnis area or he goes to his 

cottage or to the campground. 

Congregation, today we speak to you about the fourth commandment. 

Celebrating Sunday is not a matter of hobbies or old tradition. 

Celebrating Sunday is a godly commandment. We know: many 

christians especially see the fourth commmandment as something 

forbidden, a prohibition. On Sunday you may not do this or that. 

Often they have for themselves and for their children created 

a very difficult prohibition day. 

Lordsady 38 does not do this. Also in the seemingly small details 

the Catechism proves to be a masterful booklet. So it is here. 

Question 103 says: what does God require in the fourth 

commandment? Take notice: Require. Not what it prohibits in 

the fourth commmandment. The Catechism has read the text of 

the fourth commandmnet very carefully. Together with the fifth 

commandment is the fourth a commandment that God positively, 

required and not forbidding , has drafted. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy, says the Lord to 

his people. God in this fourth commandment speaks to you each 

personally, in the singular. The Lord also gives a powerful 

motive with it. For, He says, in six days He made heaven and 

earth. After that He rested on the seventh day and hallowed 

it. That godly motive also applied to Himself, it also applies 

to us. We may be followers of God in the celebration of the 

day of rest . 

The christian Sunday out of date? How can they imagine that. 

Also the fourth commandment is a commandmemt of God for all 

times and for all people. It is also a beneficial commandment. 

God did not create his human children to race along the roads 

on his day. He created them to have the rest which He Himself 

enjoyed on the seventh day. A wonderful day, that christian 



Sunday. Congregation enjoy that day, and do not let yourselves 
be influenced by the desecrators of that day. It is a festive 
day which we together with God may celebrate. It is his day. 
He choose that day. He has made the program for that day and 
He has made us his guests. 
We speak to you about 

THE CHRISTIAN SUNDAY AS THE DAY OF GOD 

For: 

1. God choose this day; 

2. He gives us the the program of the feast; 

3. He makes us his quests. 

1. A smart catechumen asked me once: Reverend, is that fourth 
commandment not actually an Israelitic commandment? It speaks 
about cattle that is not allowed to work and of the sojourner 
who is within your gates. It also says, that we have to rest 
on that seventh day. Six days you shall labour, and do all your 
work, but the seventh day is a day of rest. That catechumen 
asked, but we do rest on the first day of the week, on Sunday? 
How is this? Sometimes catechumen can ask annoying questions 
and so do teeners of their parents. Sensible parents will not 
give their offspring the bum steer, neither will the minister 
his pupils. We have to admit that there is a difficulty here. 
That also give us the motive to go deeper into this fourth 
commandment. It is nice when you can explain this to each other. 
Congregation, do you know, that among the reformed people in 
the seventhteen century, in that famous Golden Age, an intense 
battle was waged about the fourth commandment? About this we 
will tell you something first. It can help you in conversations 
with your children and others. 

That battle was about the question when the sabbath was 
instituted. Voetius, one of the great theologians of that time, 
you must have heard about him, said: The Lord God has instituted 
the sabbath at the creation. That you can see in the motivation 
of this fourth commandment. In there, says Moses, is that God 
created heaven and earth in six days, the sea and all that is 
in them. Between brackets: what is this always again a 
fascinating addition: the sea and all that is in them. It has 
made a great impression on Moses, that the Lord on the fifth 
day created the large sea animals and the living creatures that 
move with which the waters swarm. He emphasizes that part of 
God's creation work from Genesis 1 verse 21. It was also a mighty 
work of God: the creation of all that swarms there in the sea. 
Moses could well imagine that the Lord, when He had created 
all this, rested from all the work that He had made. 
Congregation, not, that the Lord God was tired. He really did 
not need the rest. No, it wants to say that God was done with 
his work and looked on it with pleasure. That the Lord did on 
that seventh day and because of that He blessed and hallowed 
it, Is that not something special? He choose that seventh day 
for Himself. The great creation work was finished and now He 
lays his blessing on that day. He gave that day a special 



purpose. God is the eternal God. He girds time and coun 
days. He lays his own speed in it. Well, says Voetius, 
that we may conclude, that God already had appointed at 
creation that seventh day as a special day. A day for a 
and all times. Voetius was not the only theologian who 
with the fourth commandment. Also Gomarus, one of the g 
theologians of the Synod of Dord, did the same. You may 
remember his name. Gomarus did not agree at all with Vo 
He said: Sure, God has blessed and hallowed that sevent 
That is not to say that He then already made it a day o 
The Lord did this later at the Sinai. When He gave Mose 
ten commandments. Then for the first time the Lord requ 
to remember and hallow that day. Not before that time. 
You feel that this was not an unimportant point of diff 
Because if Voetius was right the sabbath counts for all 
and all times. Did God not institute it at creation? Bu 
Gomarus was right, than that day only counted for Israe 
you could not make a point of it, if it counted for us t 
Actually who was right? If up to now you listened caref 
and we suppose this, you have understood that this is n 
simple matter. If such scripturely theologians as Voeti 
Gomarus, both staunch defenders of the reformed confess 
could not agree, then the matter is not simple. Do you 
that even the Synod of Dord got involved? Those fathers 
were sensible men. They made a pronouncement that still 
is of significance for us. They said: the fourth comman 
is partly moral and partly ceremonial. These strange wo 
not scare you. We shall explain them . 

That the fourth commandment is partly moral, will say, V 
was right on a cardinal point. God gave the fourth comma 
for all people and for all times. But it is also partly 
ceremonial. There are elements in it which only concerne 
Israel. For God had proclaimed it at the Sinai, to his p 
Israel. That is why Moses speaks of the manservants and 
servants who shall keep it and of the cattle and of the 
within thy gates. The fourth commandment also belongs to 
shadow worship of Israel. That had to bring a double 
burnt-offering on the sabbath. And especially: it had to 
the seventh day as sabbath. Israel began to work on the 
day of the week. In a manner of speaking it worked itsel 
the seventh day. And then at the end of the week, on the 
day, it rested. Precisely as the Lord rested on that sev 
day. Does this not have a deep significance , that Israe 
the week with work and only rested at the end of the wee 
Did not the Lord show in this in a fine manner, that Isr 
lived toward the coming of the Messiah and of the new co 
In a way of speaking the Israelites were deadbeat by the 
of the workweek .Then at last came the rest. So came, aft 
those ages of the old covenant with its laws and ceremon 
rest for God's people in the finished work of your Savio 
You should not belittle the beneficial influence of this 
commandment for God's people under the old covenant. The 
no other nation in the world that knew the sabbath. Only 
own people received that day from Him. And have you ever 
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that God did not suffice with as motivation to point to his 
own resting on the seventh day? Read Deuteromy 5. There God 
gave through Moses for the second time, now at the end of the 
journey through the desert, the fourth commandment. There God 
motivated the fourth commandment by Israel in rousing them to 
remember that they were servants, you might as well say slaves 
in Egypt, and that the Lord, their God brought them out with 
a strong hand and with an outstretched arm. That is why, Moses 
says there, the Lord your God commnands you to keep the sabbath 
day. No, God's people should not race from one day to the next. 
It was an out of Egypt liberated people. The preamble of the 
law, that the Lord had brought them out of the house of bondage 
Egypt, also works through here. Every seventh day they had to 
lay down their work and rest as they rested after the liberation 
out of that Egyptian bondage. God is also socially emoted about 
his people. He granted them that rest whole heartedly . He also 
grants you that rest. 

We hope that the smart catechumen of a while ago has been able 
to follow us. But I can also imagine that he wants to say 
something. We can hear him say already: all good and well, you 
have shown us, that God choose the seventh day as a day of rest 
for all people. How is it then that we celebrate that day of 
rest on the first day of the week? We are not working towards 
the day of rest? We start with the day of rest. First we 
celebrate Sunday and then on Monday we go to work. How is this? 
Are the Seventh Day Adventists then right as they say, that 
this isthe great sin of Christendom, that they celebrate God's 
day on Sunday and not on Saturday? Where does it say in the 
bible that we have to rest on the first day of the week and 
not on the seventh? 

Indeed, nowhere in the bible is this said in so many words. 
It is precisely as with the children baptism. That came in the 
place of the circumcision, without it being said in the bible 
with so many words. And yet the church baptizes its children 
and does not circumcise them. So we celebrate also the sabbath 
on Sunday and not on Saturday. How did this come to pass? 
Congregation, this finds its origin in the resurrection of your 
Saviour. You know: the Lord Jesus died on Good Friday. Just 
before the sabbath began in Israel. Because this begins with 
the Jews on Friday evening with the rising of the first star. 
Before the last sabbath of the old covenant began, they have 
laid your Saviour in the grave. For, says John in chapter 19 
verse 31, the Jews then, asked Pilate, since it was the day 
of Preperation, in order to prevent the bodies from remaining 
on the cross on the sabbath- for that sabbath was a high day- 
that their legs might be broken, and they might be taken away 
from the cross. 

Your Saviour has lain that whole sabbath in the grave. Later 
after the sabbath, when it began to become light, He arose. 
That whole great last sabbath of the old covenant your Saviour 
was in the realm of death. He took with Him in that grave the 
whole guilt of his people. 

Also the guilt of the strict mutilation of the sabbath as the 
Scribes had done among Israel. That whole last great sabbath 



He lay motionless in the realm of death. And then it became 
Easter. Then your Saviour rose out of that realm of death. Then 
He rose to life. On that Eastermorning He took along for us 
the happy glad sabbath of life. 

So the day of rest moved from the last day of the week, hardly 
unnoticed, to the first day of the week. And what did this first 
day already immediately get after the resurrection of Christ: 
a central place in the life of the christians. 

On the evening of that first day Christ appeared to his diciples 
without Thomas. A week later, when Thomas was there, He appeared 
anew. The risen Christ then already seized that first day of 
the week. On Patmos your Saviour appeared to John again on that 
first weekday. So the elevated Christ leads his church of the 
sabbath on Saturday to the day of rest on Sunday. From the last 
day of the week to the first. 

There lies a deep meaning in this for you, as congregation of 
the new covenant. Israel lived towards the end of the week. 
At last rest on that last day. You, as congregation of the risen 
Saviour, may live from the Sunday, from the first day of the 
week. The light of his resurrection shines from the Sunday over 
all our workdays. Soon on the first day of the week the 
christians met. For them Christ's resurrection day was a promise 
for that whole following week. Tert ullianus , one of the first 
christian writers, wrote tersely, without the Sunday there cannot 
be christians. 

Congregation : your Sunday is a feast day. God choose it. 
Christ seized it through his resurrection. You, as God's 
congregation may celebrate that day from the resurrection of 
your Lord. Let no one rob you of this day. There is a reason 
for this warning. For also this fourth commandment has often 
been violated during the history of Israel and of the church. 
One time the Lord with all power had to warn against the 
desecration of the fourth commandment. The Lord told Jeremiah 
to stand in the gates of Jerusalem and to warn Israel of 
thatdesecration . He has to say: Thus says the Lordl Take heed 
for the sake of your lives, and do not bear a burden on the 
sabbath day or bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem. And do 
not carry a burden but of your houses on the sabbath or do any 
work, but keep the sabbath day holy, as I commanded your fathers. 
(Jeremiah 17 : 21,22) 

That is the one side of the desecration of the fourth 
commandment. But there is also another side. Of that the Scribes 
made themselves guilty. They made it a day that had to be kept 
in a strict and slavish manner. At the same time they thought 
of ways to circumvent their own rules. So they declared that 
on the sabbath you could not go any further than 2000 yards. 
That was the distance from the far tent in the desert to the 
tabernacle. At the same time they circumvented this law by 
declaring, that when you had reached the end of your sabbath 
journey and had waited ten minutes, you again could make such 
a sabbath journey. 

Your Saviour was very angry about this desecration of the fourth 
commandment. When the Scribes remarked that his diciples were 
plucking ears of grain on the sabbath, Christ lashed them with 



the word: the sabbath was made for men, not men for the sabbath, 
so the Son of men lis lord even of the sabbath . (Mark 2 : 27,28) 
You can desecrate the sabbath by making the day of rest a day 
of work or a day of pleasure. That is the one side. You can 
also maim it by human rules which frustrate the festive and 
rest character of the sabbath. 

Many christians have also made the Sunday into a day of hard 
to accomplish burdens, may you cook on Sunday, they asked 
themselves. No, they said, you have to do this on Saturday. 
But then the question came: Are you allowed to warm it up on 
Sunday? Others asked are you allowed to go for a walk on Sunday? 
Many again said, no, but they walk to church and now they go 
there by car. These examples may be rather strong. They are 
only meant to show you where you end up if you make the Sunday 
a strict kept day . 
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are used. Later you will realize how important it is for your 
life that your parents took you and encouraged you to got to 
church . 

The church service stuffy? Not at all. If it is good then there 
is already excitement in the meeting of the congregation before 
the service- The organ plays, the congregation waits and there 
then enter the minister of the Word and the elders and deacons. 
You are blessed by God at the beginning of the service. You 
sing as opening psalm a hymn of praise. The minister of the 
Word opens the Scriptures. You hear God's Word being read and 
proclaimed. Aren't you totally involved in this? We said a while 
ago that there is speed and vision in this answer. Take a look 
how one follows the other. Is the public prayer of which answer 
103 speaks, not a special part of our Sunday service? 
Hear: the Lord God is called also on behalf of you. Hear: the 
minister of the Word does on behalf of you confession of guilt 
and sin. If Thou Lord, remembers the iniquities, Lord, who shall 
exist? He also pleads on behalf of you on the promise of 
forgiveness : But with You there is forgiveness, so the Thou 
will be feared. You together with the minister of the Word and 
with the whole congregation pray for the need of all of 
Christendom as our formprayers express. 

Is that not a wonderful sabbathwork, of together with the 
congregation publicly lay before God the needs of the church 
and people and of whole the world? 

So we come to the central point of the Sundayser vice , the 
preaching of the Word. Answer 103 says: Listening to that is 
excellent sabbathwork. Congregation, the preaching of the Word 
puts you to work. It takes effort to really listen to a sermon. 
It also asks from the minister of the Word good preperation. 
If all is correct the preaching does two things. It explains 
God's Word. It shows you the progress of history of the salvation 
in Christ. It opens the Scriptures for you. But at the same 
time the preaching goes into the present situation in the world 
in which the congregation now lives. It unmasks the spirit of 
the time and satans work in that. It shows you the narrow way 
behind your only Master through the chaos of this world. It 
confronts you with the law of God, also in this fourth 
commandment, it builds you up in the faith. 

Answer 103 immediately adds to the hearing of the preaching: 
the use of the sacraments, Is that word "use" also not an 
effective description to name your activity as God's 
congregation? There is excitement in the church when a child 
is baptized. There is also excitement in the church when the 
Lord's Supper is celebrated. The Holy Spirit works through the 
sacraments. He activates you to anew see and believe God's 
promises in their firmness and reliability. 
As congregation of God you are working hard on Sunday. 
You are also working in what the confession names it: give 
christian offerings to the poor. That is also an excellent 
sabbath work. You also may think about the need in the third 
world, a horrible need. The deacons must also keep this in mind. 
They also do this when they place the far neighbour before your 
attention. To show charity to your neighbour far or near 
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Lordsday 39 



Against the revolution: the gospel 



Sermon by the late 

Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 

Enschede, the Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: Romans 13: 1-18 
Text: Lordsday 39, 
Hymn 7: 1,2,6,9. 
After the law: Psalm 143 
After the creed: unknown, 
Psalm 78: 1,2,28, j 
Psalm 34:5, j 
Psalm 128: 1.3. I 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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I preach to you today 

THE BENEFICIAL MESSAGE OF THE FIFTH COMMANDMEMT . 

1. In relation to parents and children; 

2. Goverments and subjects; 

3. About the limit of the authority. 

1 . Many explainers of the Catechism say that with the fifth 
commandment the second table of the ten commandments begins. 
The Catechisme agrees with this in Lordsday 34. The first four 
commandments teach us, it says in answer 93, how to live in 
relation to God and the following six what duties we owe our 
neighbour. That is also correct. Only: we also could make another 
division. Notice how only the fourth and fifth commandment are 
formulated as a command, not as a prohibition. All the other 
commandments begin with: You shall not. Only the fourth 
commandment God formulated in a commanding manner:. 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. And this fifth 
commandment begins with: Honour your father and your mother. 
Therefore we could divide the ten commandments by first taking 
the first three commandments together. They put God central 
in our lives. In the fourth and fifth commandment than comes 
to the human society: keep my day holy in your society and honour 
your father and mother. After that in the last five commandments 
our neighbour is central. Moses does this too in Leviticus 19 
verse 3: Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, 
and you shall keep my sabbaths: I am the Lord your God. God 
lays in the fourth and fifth commandment the foundation of our 
human society . 

Then there is something else you should take notice of in this 
fifth commandment. It is clearly formulated in the singular. 
God comes to each Israelite personally. You, Israelite, son 
or daughter of my people, have to honour your father and mother. 
It is also noteworthy that here the Lord places our mother beside 
our father . 

As you must bear in mind what a slighted position the woman 
had in that old-eastern world, is it so much more remarkable 
that the Lord places her fully beside the man, the father. The 
Lord here uses for honour a special word. God says: honour your 
father and mother. That word honour attracts attention. 
God does not say: love your father and mother. He also does 
not say: obey your father and mother, however both are included 
in that word honour. No, the Lord God here uses a word, that 
we also meet in the Old Testament if it is about the Lord 
Himself. You must know the expression the glory of the Lord. 
In Hebrew the word is kabood: the kabood of Jahweh . The bible 
uses that word for the column of cloud and the column of fire 
above the ark during the journey through the desert. In 
thatcolumn of cloud and that column of fire the Lord revealed 
his presence, his glory. That word kabood actually means: weight, 
heaviness. We also say: you have to give someone the full pound. 
Now, so we also have to give the Lord the full pound. 
Is is His right. 
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ne curses his father or his mother, his lamp will be put 
in utter darkness. And Proverbs 30 verse 17: the eye that 
s the father and scorns to obey a mother, will be picked 
by the ravens of the valley and eaten by the vultures. 
Proverbs-poet is very realistic. He knows how difficult 
dren can be for their parents. Folly is bound up in the 
t of a child, says the proverb-poet, but the rod of 
ipline drives it far from him . (Pro ver bs 22 verse 15) That 

not mean to say: Hit it with the whip. But: discipline 
ecessary. 

same proverb-poet, congregation, knows that it can be good 
een parents and children. Her children rise up and call 
blessed; her husband also and he praises her. Proverbs 31:28 
ers can be proud of such children and vice versa, 
knew what kind of people, that Israel was, there at the 

of the Sinai. Also in regard to the fifth commandment, 
knew this already from the fall of men in paradise. The 

of all sin against this commandment lies in the disobedience 
en to the test commandment in paradise . Because men rose 
gainst God, later he rose up against all the authority God 
over him. Who rises up against God, also breaks the fifth 



commandment. On the moment that men trespassed t 
love-commandment towards God, he also sinned aga 
neighbour. Who are your first neighbours, congre 
None other than your parents. God gave you that 
and that concrete mother. They were the very fir 
with whom you had to do in this world. The famil 
is a practice-school in the obedience to the com 
love your neighbour as yourself. I did not pick 
God gave them to me and God commands that I show 
love and faithfulness. God, we saw before sets h 
If it was only about the love for our parents, i 
on if I had a sympathetic, a loving father or mo 
this sinful world there are also difficult fathe 
God charges me to show them honour love and fait 
your confession. Do not miss that word "all". I 
to honour half, and show them a bit of love. No, 
puts this command in the atmosphere of the absol 
Congregation, the Scriptures give you horrible e 
trespassing of this commandment. A warning power 
this for you. Think about Shem and Japheth who, 
Noah was drunk, still showed toward him all hono 
faithfulness. Ham did not do this and the Lord c 
Take the story of Absolom. The tearing up of his 
a great suffering over David and revolution ove 
But on the other side, Scripture gives also fine 
parental love. With what a reverence did Joseph 
father Jacob to Pharaoh. When Bathseba visited S 
the revolt of Adoniah, the king ordered that a s 
at his right hand for the queen mother. 
Is it different in the New Testament? Congregati 
house rules which the apostle Paul gives in Ephe 
in Colossians 3 for the mutual relationship of p 
children. Mind: Paul, himself was single and chi 
He has done the church of Christ a great service 
fifth commandment in the light of the fulfilment 
He writes in Ephesians 6, Children, obey your pa 
Lord, for this is right. And then he adds: Honou 
and mother (this is the first commandment with a 
"that it may be well with you and that you may 1 
the earth. With that he tranposes the promise of 
in the land of the promise now in the newtestame 
it may be well with you and you live long on the 
The apostle very emphatically speaks to the chil 
church. In a manner of speaking, he sees them si 
church: the boys and girls. He says: Qbey your p 
Lord, in the Kurios Jesus Christ. Was Christ him 
submissive to his parents? 

Joshua, the Hebrew name for Jesus, Joshua, says 
me that saw. Yes father. Joshua: do some errands 
mother. That is how it went in the carpenters ho 
in Nazareth. He, who the king is of all kings an 
all lords, was not embarrassed to do the dishes 
or to clean up the shop for his father. On the c 
thinks about his mother. Woman, see your son, He 
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to Mary, and to John: son see your mother. He has into death 
on the cross in our place fulfilled this commandmeht in his 
actual and meek obedience. His suffering on the cross and hi 
finished fulfilment of the love-commandment are behind this 
call of Paul to obey our parents in the Lord. 
n - a christian family life style bloomed in the God's 
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You, as parents, this answer 104 calls to educate your children 

in good teaching and discipline . That does -'" 1 *"* -^ — 1J: 

We as parents 




2, Up to now we especially have spoken about the relation from 
children to their parents and vice versa. Your confession does 
not stay with this. It extends this commandment also to 
all those in authority over me. It is God T s will to govern us 
by their hand, say the last words of of answer 104. 
The family is the smallest cell of society. But there are more 
relationships in society with authority relations.' For that 
this commandment also counts, A while ago we together read 
Romans 13. There says the same Paul, who spoke about the 
relationship of parents and children: Let every person be subject 
to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God, 
He then continues: Therefore he who resists the authorities, 
resists what God has appointed and those who resisit will incur 
judgment, (verse 1,2) 

You must realize about which authority the apostle here speaks. 
Here it is about the authorities in the Roman empire of those 
days. To make it concrete with one word: about emperor Nero. 
Paul says about that Nero: every person has to submit to the 
authorities. And the apostle Paul writes about him: Fear God, 
Honor the Emperor, (1 Peter 2 : 17) 
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regation, there is no other way. It pleases Go^ 
overned by their hand. There were for the men,! 
Catechism, also many reasons to preach with po s 
ission to tough authorities. In the reformed m 
r time an ana-baptist tendency was stirring. T 
kingdom Sion Jan van Leyden wanted to establis 

fought with the sword in the fist for a new, 
ety. They rejected the authority of goverments 
es they started a revolution. They wanted to c 
ety without authorities. The reformers resiste 
their power. It is God's will to govern us by 
Catechisme confesses. 

cle 36 of the Belgic Confession emphatically c 
through the authorities will restrain the lice| 
en. The reformed people, about this point, sta 
ns 13. Paul there names the authorities servarj 
ays in the original, of God, they are God's sej 

good* (verse 4 and 6.) 

that mean to 3ay , that we cannot be critical 
rnment? Does the fifth commandment preach a si 
ission to our government? Scripture does not 1 

government persons can be critecized if they J 
r. We do not obey them because they are better 
their subjects* are. No, it is God's will to g; 
r hand. Is it riot a great grace of God to gove 
rly authority? Revolutions have brought chaos 
his world. Revolutions always turn into tyrann 
Frnch revolution came Napoleon, out of the Ru4 

is why it also counts for you what Paul also | 
ns 13: Pay all of them (meaning governments) t 
s to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom reveii 
ect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honq 
e seven. Paul himself appealed in his court cA 
ror, while he knew that emperor Nero was an ha 
ce and army are necessary in this world. Let y 
slacken off for our governments and its servan 
regation. Pray for them who are in authority, 
our queen and her ministers. Who wants to wres 

the government, which God gave it, delivers s 
mposition and chaos. 

n, the fifth commandment does not exclude crifc 
ority. Answer 104 shows this clearly. It tell£ 
atically to have patience with their weaknesse 
tcomings. It is only a question of what positi 
never may explain the fifth commandment in rel 
rnment as: command is command, you have to sub 
onnection to this it is very instructive to no 
apostle Paul writes in the letter of the Colos 
relationship between slaves and masters. Also j 
knife of God's command cut to two sides. To th 
: Slaves, obey in everything those you are you 
not with eyeservice, as menpleasers. but 
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The Sixth Commandment: That I to my neighbour 



Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Enschede, the Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: Genesis 4: 1-16, 

Text Lordsday 40, 

Hymn 7: 1,2,7,13 

After the law Psalm 106: 2, 

After the creed Psalm 93 : 

Psalm 133 : 1,2,3, 

Psalm 85 : 4, 

Psalm 72 : 2. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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THE PROFOUNDNES OF GOD'S REQUIREMENT IN THE 6 TH COMMANDMENT. 
Which we get in sight as we pay attention to: 

1. How God discovers us in our guilt; 

2. Shows us the way of redemption; 

3. Puts our task in society before our eyes. 

l.The sixth commandment says: Thou shall not kill. Actually 
in Hebrew a more forceful word is used. There it says literally 
Thou shall not murder. God here uses a word that speaks of 
killing someone with a premeditated plan. 

Congregation, to whom did God speak this commandment? Were there 
at the Sinai a troop of villains before God's face? Did God 
aim here to a gathering of people of whom you have to say: 
It is really necessary that God comes to them with this 
commandment? Were they people that just had committed a murder? 
No way. God here directs himself to his own people, that is 
standing before Him at the Sinai. Here He speaks to his own 
people, that He liberated from Egypt. Also above this commandment 
is written: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. God definitely 
did not direct himself to the individual, who forgot himself 
and committed a murder. Here He speaks to the good fathers and 
the caring mothers. He directs himself here to the mass of the 
people, but also to the princes and nobility among Israel, also 
to Moses and Aaron. To all of them. 

Why then did the Lord come to his people with this commandment? 
Well, God knew what kind of people he was dealing with. He knew 
Israel through and through. He gauged their hearts. You should 
not forget that God, when He gave his law to Israel at the Sinai 
already had gone through a lot with men and with his people. 
God knew who men was and what men thought. 

Had Go> not created men for life in the glorious paradise that 
He gave them as a home? Had God not created men to his likeness 
and to live in fellowship with Him, His Creator and Covenant 
God? God did not create men only to be there and no more. He 
did not throw them as a thing, as an object, in this life. He 
created him to live in many relationships in love to God and 
in love to his neighbour. 

What did men do in paradise? hardly he was created as man and 
wife or he committed a murder on his Creator and Covenant-God. 
You may be a little surprised. Perhaps you think: how can you 
say this, that men committed murder on God? Is that speaking 
too rashly? Do you know, that you can murder someone without UUi 
HHiJpd-e-F-arTT-g him? Can people die due to the treatment through 
another one? Men can ruin the life of his neighbour in a horrible 
fashion. So it also was with God in paradise. When Adam and 
Eve ate of the fruit which God forbade them, they kicked God 
on the heart. They declared God dead. We cannot imagine how 
awful this has been for God. His human people, which He had 
created in love, with whom he had established his covenant in 
love, they violated his commandment. They wanted to be as God. 
And if the bible shows us only one thing, then it is this, 
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have had the opportunity, he surely would have killed David. 

He threw his spear at him to pin him to the wall. What did Saul 

do to himself? He fell upon his own sword on the hills of Gilboa. 

And David himself? What did he do with Uriah the Hittite? 

He had him killed through Joab by exposing him to the arrows 

of the Ammonites. That was David, the man of God's heart. 

You may think, now yes, that was the Old Testament. Then it 

was a rough time, a life hardly counted. Was it different in 

the New Testament? How did the leaders of the Jewish nation 

treat our Saviour? Of the Pharisees it is written that after 

the resurrection of Lazarus they took counsel how to put Him 

to death. (John 11: 53) Him, the Son of God, the Redeemer of 

Israel. And they have done it too. They brought Him before 

their High Council and sentenced Him innocently to death. 

They cried befor Pilate: Crisify Him, crusify Him. With 

satisfaction they stood around his cross, mocked and insulted 

Him. 

And Paul? How did he behave at the stoning of Stephen? He enjoyed 

his death and still breathing threats and murder against the 

diciples, asked the high priest for letters. (Acts 9: 1) 

Up to now we spoke of the trail of blood that runs through all 

the Scriptures. But the bible does not stop with this. God 

penetrates still deeper in his Word: into the heart of man. 

If there has been one, who preached the depth and the far purport 

of this commandment, than it was the Saviour himself. On the 

sermon of the mount He spoke this mighty word: unless your 

righteous exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven. That the Saviour here meant 

the sixth commandment, He shows us clearly. Christ spoke: 

You have heard that it was said to the men of old, you shall 

not kill; and whoever kills shall be liable to judgment. 

The scribes figured that they were through with this commandment 

as long as they did not commit murder. The Saviour continues 

and says: But I say to you. He lays in those words all the power 

of his Messianic authority: But I say to you. And then follow 

the impressive words: that everyone who is angry with his brother 

shall be liable to judgment. And whoever insults his brother 

shall be liable to the council, and whoever says: Fool to his 

brother shall be liable to the hell of f ire . (Matthew 5:20-22) 

So Christ has put the depth and the sharpness of this commandment 
in the light. It is not only about the deed of murder. It is 
about what there is in our hearts over against our neighbour 
and what our mouth blurts out. Against the background of these 
words of Christ, this commandment gets his discovering depth. 
Your confession connects in its explanation of this commandment 
to these words of Christ, the sermon on the mount. That 
immediately starts at the beginning of answer 105. There the 
Catechism begins with the words: that I to my neighbour 
(see dutch catechism) Not: that you or that we our neighboure 
in general. No, directly to you: That I to my neighbour. You 
cannot remove yourself from this. The Catechisme here puts the 
knife of the sermon of the mount on the throat. And hear then 
that it is not only about the deed of murder. For then follow 
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Thou shall not kill, spoke the Lord to his church-people Israel. 
That commandment also touches us in the communion of saints. 
God gave us to each other as brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ 
How do we judge about each other in that holy communion of saints 
in which the Lord bound us to each other? We have the communion 
of saints high in our standard and that is good. But how do 
we treat each other in that communion? Sometimes disputes and 



quarrels drag along for years in the congregation. 

Thou shall not kill. Congregation, how the confession here bares 
the depth of this commandment. Who has an eye for this, that 
God in this commandment it is also about the root of murder , 
deep in our heart, realizes his guilt over against this 

commandment. Lord, our heart is malicious and guilty 

That I to my neighbour Lord, we pray do not let us go, 

also not in the guiltiness over against this commandment of 
Thee. Forgive us our trespasses, Lord. 
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Not only patience, also peace we should practise among o 
The Lord God has made peace with us through the blood of 
cross. Should we then not practise peace and gentleness 
against each other? Do you know where you can learn that 
and gentleness? Nowhere better than in the school of Jes 
He himself has said: learn from me, for I am gently and 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls . (Matthew 
And then the friendliness here is recommended to us. The 
Catechism does not mean a sugarsweet goody-goodiness . It 
the friendliness we have to demonstrate to a person who 
unfriendly to us. The apostle Paul wrote to his Philippi 
Your friendliness be known to all men. (Translated from 
(Philippians 4: 5) Indeed congregation, it is a very won 
country to which answer 107 leads you. And it says that 
country we have to protect him from harm and even that 
to do good to our enemies. The apostle tells us in Roman 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
How can you conquer communication disorders, some ask th 
Psychologists give all kinds of hints for this. Now, con 
if there is between you and your brother or sister such 
communication problem, you can do away with this in a gl 
and broadminded manner when you repay evil with good. Or 
say it with the apostle: to love one another with brothe 
affection, outdo one another in showing honor . (Romans 12 
Is love not inventive? It knows to find its ways to thaw 
ice cold hearts? But, someone may ask: Do I not not have 
fight for God's right? Do we not have to oppose a brothe 
is mistaken? Did not Paul oppose his brother Peter to hi 
because of him being wrong in the matter of gentile-chri 
and their circumcision? Gal 2 verse 11. Yes, it can be n 
But always with the firm will to save the brother by let 
him feel that it is not about our business and our right 
about the right of the Lord God. 
You are asking yourself: how do I get fro 
land of hate and anger to that friendly 1 
and gentleness? Well: there is only one a 
to go through the narrow path behind you 
who for us hung on the cross between two 
counted with the criminals, also with the 
sixth commandment. He really loved his en 
the transgressors. He has completely fulf 
Father in his actual obedience. He has in 
born the punishment for our trespassing o 
Only through faith in Him and in his assu 
this commandment. 
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3. Also you can see your calling in this life on this point 
of this commandment. At the end of answer 105 there is that 
small sentence that the government bears the sword to prevent 
murder . 

If God entrusts the government with the sword to prevent violence 
in our society, don't we have the calling as congregation of 
Jesus Christ to support it through our prayers and our obedience? 
Here we also think about the murder at the beginning of life 
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Lordsday 41 

Honour the marriage. 



Sermon by the late 

Dr . R . H .Bremmer , 

Enschede, the Netherlands, 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: The Song of Solomon . V*V^ / 5f 

Text: Lordsday: 41, 

Hymn 7: 1,7,12,13, 

After the law: Psalm 19: 3, 

After the creed: unknown, 

Psalm 119: 1 ,12,40, 

Psalm 128: 1,2, 

Psalm 51 : 3,5. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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ut the story of the adulterous woman in John 8. 
in adultery. The Pharisees and the Scribes were 
this case. According to the law of Moses, this 
e stoned. But Jesus? What is He going to do? You 
r: Let him who is without sin among you be the 

a stone at her. (verse 7) So He unmasked the 
those men. They went away ashamed, the eldest 
the woman Jesus said: Go and do not sin again, 



mood the Saviour wants us be over against this holy 
ent. Looking up to God's mercy in Christ and praying 
renewing and sanctifying power. Then we shall keep in 
riage trampling time the by God instituted marriage 
r. We speak to you about 



MARRIAGE IN HONOUR. 

1. God has it instituted: 

2. The devil tries to destroy it: 

3. It is sanctified in Christ. 

1. Take good notice, congregation, of question 108. This is 
strikingly formulated. Mostly your confession asks with the 
explanation on the commandments: What does God require in this 
commandment? Or also what does He forbid? Here, at the seventh 
commandment, your confession asks : What does the seventh 
commandment teach us? Your Catechism wants to say: There is 
a piece of education in that seventh commandment. It gives 
instruction concerning marriage. That is obvious from the answer. 
In that our confession declares that all unchastity is cursed 
by God. That is why we have to detest it from the heart and 
live chaste and diciplined lives, and then follow the words 
to which that "teaching" is referring too: namely both within 
and outside holy marriage. It is too bad that with the last 
fixation of the text of the Catechism a word was left out. 
In the old text it did not say: in the holy marriage, but in 
the holy state of marriage and outside of it. 

With that your confession made an important move for then and 
now. Marriage brings the married people into a certain state 
of life, a certain legal status. And about that your confession 
emphatically says that it is holy. With other words: it has 
been instituted by God, it is sanctified by God. That is why 
this commandment touches all of us in the church, married as 
well as singles. For all of us marriage is a holy by God 
instituted position in life. Your confession had more than enough 
reasons to emphasize with that word "teach" in question 108. 
The christian church through all the ages often had difficulty 
with it. Only think about the institution of the celibacy which 
goes back to the first ages of the christian church. Behind 
this was that people actually considered, the life of men and 
women, it heartily knowing each other inside marriage, less 
holy than the ascetic life of monks and nuns. 

Already the church-fathers considered the sexual desire of each 
other in marriage in such a way onholy, in any case less holy 
than if you abstained. That is why the roman catholic church 
raised marriage also into a sacrament. God gives in this a 
special grace to live as married persons, so it teaches. 
Without that special grace the cohabitation of men and women 
in marriage, God would not be pleased. And how many men and 
women in the roman catholic church groan under the yoke of the 
institution of the celibacy today? 

The church of the reformation, here btoke with this radically. 
Imagine. God himself has instituted marriage and then the married 
state would be less holy before God than the unmarried state? 
Because of that the emphatic speaking in answer 108 about the 
holy married state. The church of the reformation did not think 
about condemning the sexual life as such. It does condemn here 
the sinful manner it is dealt with. 
It had read the first chapters of the bible really well. What 
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says verse 21 of Genesis 2, Impressive. Adam 
is totally eliminated. The Lord went to work 
ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And 
the rib, which He had taken from man, into a 
22 and very emphatically it says: and brough 
God took Eve by the hand and brought her to 
Adam is estatic. The first man was prophet, 
Adam serves in his prophetic office as he re 
of Eve with the words: This is at last bone 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman 
taken out of Man. Also in the name-giving of 
hear how she is on the same creation level a 
man. Isj is that word in Hebrew. Now he says 
I am Isj and you are Isjah. We belong togeth 
Yet Adam is not finished speaking. He contin 
man leaves his father and mother and cleave 
they become one flesh. 

Adam's words underline what we said before, 
are created to God's image. The man, says Ad 
his father and mother and cleave to his wife 
her. He does not subdue her. He adds her to 
to her. We should have expected the reverse, 
is not a lone-some but a two-some. And than 
they become one flesh. Congregation? More pr 
touchingly man could not have brought this i 
for marriage is in this. These words definit 
at the sexual becoming one in marriage, even 
also expressed. It encompasses a lot more. Y 
that "one flesh" with: to one existence , on 
one history. It is a reality, which extends 
whole lives of the man and woman in marriage 
people together to make for their whole live 
expresses the physical as well as the spirit 
and wife in marriage. 
Look back once more at Ge 
and his command to men as 
after the creation of Eve 
them: Be fruitful and mul 
God himself wrote , in a w 
of his creation work. He 
women the wonderful gift 
woman are one flesh, toge 
Children and grandchildre 
marriage the human race. 
So is marriage an institution and c 
together with what God created unde 
God saw everything He had created, 
Was the church of the reformation n 
answer 108, spoke of the holy state 
who immediately, at the beginning o 
a stand for this? No one less than 
was single, but not for a moment he 
of that , he owned more holiness tha 
In 1 Timothy 4 vers 3 he opposes wi 
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in that young christian church considered marriage less holy 
than being single and therefore forbade it. How did they ever 
get to think this way? For everything created by God says Paul 
is good and nothing to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving; for then it is concecrated by the Word of God 
and prayer. 1 Timothy 4 and 5. 

But, you may think, how about the fall into sin? Does there 
not lay the root of all sinful desires? Now you can speak about 
the institution of marriage at the creation of man, but what 
happened after this? Did not the fall of men into sin and guilt 
especially occupy just that sexual life of men with his tempers 
and passions? Indeed, congregation, sin has worked destructive 
in marriage and sexual life. Scripture does not hide any of 
this. Also in this the bible is a realistic book. Think about 
the history of the patriarchs. What a misery did sin bring in 
the marriage of Abraham with Sarah and with Hagar. The same 
is valid for the marriage of Jacob and Rachel and Leah and their 
maids. The bible here clearly shows how destructive sin 
can work in a marriage. Also think about the story of Judah 
with his sons and Tamar. 

God saw that and God knows that. But just because of that God 
now comes here at the Sinai with this seventh commandment. 
Thou shall not commit adultery, says the Lord. He sees all those 
Israelites stand before Him. He knows what is happening in the 
lives of these men and women, also in their marriages and outside 
of it. God really goes into this deeply. He explains it further 
later through Moses in Leviticus 18. What horrible sins happened 
already in Israel, his Israel, that He led out of Egypt. All 
those horrible sins, which confront us today, were already there. 
Bestiality, adultery, incest, horrible sins which ruined what 
God had created good. Up against this God threw up a dam. Thou 
shall not commit adultery, says the Lord. He brings this 
commandment in position over against all those sins. With this 
He holds on to what He has created good. He comes in between, 
He separates with commandment good and evil with his people. 
To this connects your confession here in answer 108. It says, 
we must therefore live chaste and diciplined lives, both within 
and outside of the holy marriage. 

In this way God has kept the marriage of his children holy all 
through the ages. Let us then, as congregation of Christ, hold 
unto this with all our strength. In this day and age it is been 
kicked against from all side. Ach, recently a professor in 
sociology said on television, the marriage of one man and one 
woman is old fashioned. Now we are coming to the time of a 
network of friendships. It would be out of date to speak of 
a lifelong engagement of one man and one woman. Those who talk 
like this, do not know what they are saying. They despise the 
blessing, which God lays daily in the marriage, his institution. 
There is a young couple before the pulpit, congregation. They 
do not know what the future will bring. They promised to be 
true to each other and love each other and they marry before 
God and his holy congregation. Is this not something to thank 
the Lord for when young people begin like this? 
They made the promise to be true to each other and to love each 



other untill death parts them. They can count on God. 
We add to this: if God does not call us to marriage, this should 
not frustrate us. Then He blesses us in being man and us in 
being woman in his calling to the unmarried state. What can 
unmarried persons be a blessing for others, also for the children 
of others. They also can take in the congregation of Christ 
their own place in the edification and the life of that 
congregation . 

2. But some may think, how come so many marriages get wrecked? 
Also in Christ's congregation time and again we are confronted 
with th evil of divorce. God has instituted marriage, yes 
certainly, but how that married people live together as dog 
and cat and sometimes, just like that, part company? Is it 
realistic what you sofar brought forward about marriage? 

Congregation, where else would be the cause of all the marriage 

misery than with the devil? Is he not permanently busy to ruin 

what God had made good? Does not the apostle Peter say, that 

he goes around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he could 

devoure? Does he not time and again try get two people mad at 

each other, who began their marriage full of joy? 

Yes but, someone asks, if you discover, that you do not love 

each other? Does marriage then not become a squeezing band, 

in which it becomes impossible to live? 

On this point we help each other when we realize what marriage 

love really is. Many people have a romantic notion of it. 

It would be a kind of love which goes far above the normal love 

from person to person. Is this so? Here you must remember, that 

God gives this commandment in the second table of his law. 

From the fifth commandment on it is about love to your neighbour. 

This neighbourly love is also the root of the true marriage 

love. You can never learn better about this than from your 

Saviour. When He had washed the feet of his diciples, He spoke 

the words: A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one 

another. (John 13 :34) That is also in regard to the love which 

Christ asks from us in marriage over against each other. 

He asks for mutual love of men and women in marriage, who perhaps 

have a thousand times a reason to reproach each other, and become 

mad at each other. Christ asks for a neighbourly love that 

forgives and accepts each other again every time something went 

wrong. This neighbourly love in marriage springs from the love 

to Him, who amid his diciples was as one who serves. 

Congregation, do not give the devil the opportunity to ruin 

your marriage. Pray for help and strength to resist him. 

Hold on, when there is marriage distress, to Christ with all 

your strength. Do this in Him in who you began your marriage. 

That resisting of the devil has to be there already at the very 

beginning of a marriage. Let our people, our growing up boys 

and girls, go to work here carefully and godfearing. 

Know what you are doing when you hold on to each others hands. 

You think that the girl to which your heart leans is perhaps 

very cute and cheerful. You think that boy on whom you have 



an eye, is a fantastic fellow. But not everything is said with 
this . 

When you get married, you with that boy or that girl are going 
to make history, a life's history. You are going to build a 
family. Families, generations are at stake. Before everything 
it is needed that you both fear the Lord. That may sound old- 
fashioned but it cannot be said any clearer to our young people. 
The time of dating and engagement is in the life of the young 
also often the time of maturing to be a confessing member of 
Christ's church. Let your choice for each other not for a moment 
be detached of your choice for Christ as your Saviour. Than 
you are laying a firm foundation for your marriage. 
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3. Your confession in question and answer 109 does not stand 
still with divorce. It penetrates through to that root of all 
misery in this area: our unchaste, unclean heart. With this 
it is four square behind your Saviour himself. You have heard 
it was said, He says to his diciples in Matthew 5 verse 27 
You shall not commit adultery. But I say to you, says Christ 
with all the power of his Messianic authority: but every one 
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. Who goes, when he puts himself under 
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Lordsday 44 

The tenth commandment: Give Me your heart. 

Sermon by the late Reading: 1 John 3 : 1-21, 

Dr. R.H.Bremmer, Text: Lordsday 44, 

Enschede, the Netherlands. Psalm 33 ; 4,6, 

After the law: Psalm 34 : 5, 

Translated by After the creed: Psalm 47 : 3, 

Ralph Winkel, Psalm 1 : 1,2,3, 

Edmonton, Psalm 119 : 64, 

Alberta. Hymn 7 : 1,2,3,9. 

Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

You all know what a trouble light is, I think. At the end of 

a long wire is a light attached, so that you with light you 

can go were you need light. As an example you want to go into 

a dark basement to look for something. Than you take such a 

light and you will see what you are looking for. 

You can compare the tenth commandment with such a trouble light. 

Up to now it was in God ! s law especially about the visible deeds 

of man. Serving idols happened visibly, killing also. With the 

tenth, the last commandment, it goes different. Now God 

penetrates into your innerself , in your heart. You shall not 

covet, says this last commandment. You shall not covet whatever 

is your neighbours. That coveting rustles in the inner part 

of our heart. What comes out of the heart are evil deliberations, 

says the Saviour. Now God lays that heart under seizure ( beslag ) 

of his commandment. The light of the law penetrates here in 

the tenth commandment into your deepest inner being. 

What has, congregation, the Lord developed his law carefully. 

What is there a godly order in it. In the first commandment 

He demands your heart for Himself: You shall have no other gods 

before Me. After that the Lord works that out in the hallowing 

of his Name, in the keeping of his day. There after He lays 

your neighbour under the protection of his laws The life of 

your neighbour, his marriage, his possessions, his name. And 

then in this tenth commandment, God returns to the starting 

point in the first commandment. There He demanded your heart 

for Himself. You shall only serve Him. And now, with the tenth 

commandment, God comes back to your heart. 

Your heart shall never covet something of all that is your 

neighbour's. King Solomon lets the Lord speak to the Israelite 

young people with this penetrating message: My son, give me 

your heart . (Proverbs . 23 : 26) Well now, that is a positive 

translation of what God forbids here. He forbids to covet 

sinfulness. That is to say: He demands my heart positively. 

That sinful often troubled heart in me, He lays under the accent 

of his commandment. He demands from me, that I do away with 

all that sinful coveting and instead of that have a desire to 

all righteouesness . What lies there a compelling power in the 

word "require" that your confession uses here in question 113. 

And what that than concretely means in our daily life, that 



we will now consider. We speak to you about: 
GOD REQUIRES OUR HEART IN THE TENTH COMMANDMENT 
That demand(requir ement ) 

1. is discovering; 

2 . is humbling ; 

3 . urges to pray . 

1. Have you ever noticed, congregation, that Lordsday 44 actually 
does not enter into the text of the tenth commandment? 
The Catechism does this with all the previous commandments. 
In them the Catechism time and again asks what God in that 
particular commandment commands or forbids. Your confession 
here does that different. It immediately sets the tenth 
commandment in relation to all the previous commandments. 
Me is forbidden to have the slightest thought or desire, contrary 
to any of God's commandments, and I am ordered to delight in 
all righteousness. Lordsday 44 places the tenth commandment 
immediately in relation to the whole law. 

But it is also certainly important to consider the text of the 
tenth commandment itself. Or better said: both the texts of 
this commandment. God gave this commandment two times. The first 
time at the Sinai, in Exodus 20, when God gave Moses the ten 
commandments. After that once again in Deuteronomy 5. That was 
years later. Israel was then just before entering Canaan. Now 
you have to pay real attention how the situation, in which Israel 
was at the giving of the law, affected the text of this tenth 
commandment. In Exodus 20 the Lord places the house of the 
neighbour first. You shall not covet your neighbours house, 
after that God forbids to covet what is inside the neighbour 1 
house: his wife, his servants, his lifestock. You shall not 
covet whatever is your neighbour's, says the Lord. 
In Deuteronomy 5 the Lord does it differently. There He puts 
the coveting of the neighbour first. After that follow the 
possessions of the neighbour. But take notice. Then the Lord 
uses another verb. You shall not "desire" your neighbour's house 
and whatever else he owns. The African translation uses a 
different word here for desire "hunkeren" is " crave " . In the 
original also a word is used that expresses a fierce desire. 
Also God names among the possessions of your neighbour: 
his field. That is not mentioned in Exodus 20. Congregation, 
they were just before entering Canaan when Moses gave them God's 
law for the second time. They were going to live in that land 
of milk and honey. How easily they would eye that field on which 
the neighbour worked with his servants. Because of that God 
now added that field. 

Two different words for coveting the Lord uses: in our New 
Translation : desiring and craving. That gave the roman catholic 
church and also the lutherans the motive to split this 
commandment in two. One seperate commandment for the desiring 
of the wife of the neighbour and another for the craving of 
the property of the neighbour. They count these as the ninth 
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was not out of God, but out of the devil, the world. 
What a stream on unholy, ungodly desiring goes since the fall 
through the world. The bible does not hide anything. Jacob 
who sinfully desired his first birth right, that God had given 
to Esau. It pushed him to deceive his father Isaac, David who 
desired Bathseba as wife while she was the wife of his loyal 
officer Uriah. Samson who lost his judgeship through the desiring 
of Delilah. 

Perhaps you may have seen how someone stirred with a stick in 
clear water ditch. Then suddenly the mud clouds the water and 
it becomes dirty. So the devil clouds in our inmost being time 
and again the godless, evil desires just as the mud in the ditch. 
How sharply your confession here formulates in answer 113 what 
it is about in this tenth commandment: that not even the 
slightest thought or desire contrary to any of God's commandments 
should ever arise in our hearts. Congregation , it cannot be 
more sharply formulated: the slightest thought or desire. Not 
contrary to any of God's commandments. That never should arise 
in our hearts. Your confession has shown this already in the 
previous commandments. It never stayed with the previous 
commandments only with the deed. Always it penetrated 
to what is behind it, to the inmost from which the deed comes. 
Behind murder lies hate. Behind stealing lies the desire to 
the possessions of the other, behind adultery lies the desire 
of the woman or the man of the neighbour. All this comes deep 
from the heart. Your Saviour worded this very sharply when He 
said: For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what 
defiles a man. ( Matthew 15 : 19,20.) 

Your confession here is in strong opposition to the roman 
catholic human view and it is good to pay attention to this. 
In a way of speaking Rome splits man into two parts. He exists 
in a natural part and in a supernatural part. Because of sin 
that supernatural part is lost in man, but the natural, his 
being man, has remained whole. You could compare it with an 
apple. From that you can cut off the rotten part, the good piece 
is left. So it happened with the fall of man. His desire of 
God and of his service has been lost through the fall, says 
Rome. But the natural desire, the desiring of natural things: 
that has remained whole. The roman catholic theologians say: 
At the most it has become disorderly. It has not become rotten, 
spoiled . 

Against this the confession resists with all its power. All 
our desire-life is touched by sin and has become spoiled. That 
is why your confession formulates this tenth commandment so 
sharply. Behind our deeds lies our sinful heart. And in that 
The Lord now penetrates with the light of the tenth commandment. 
He X-rays with that commandment our heart and puts the evil 
into the open. No, the reformed human contemplation is not 
pessimistic as some reproach us. It is realistic. It discovers 
us to the evil and guilt that is in our hearts. That the modern 
psychiatry has brought to light. A man as Freud had an eye for 
this, that behind our deeds lay our distorted thoughts and 
desires. Only: here also lies the sharp abyss between the vision 



of the Scriptures on man and this modern soul knowledge. 
Scripture says: they are sins before God. Our coveting is a 
deed. Sometimes our desires do not come out in the open. Even 
if we suppress them or push them back: they are sins before 
God. He created me clean and pure. He created my desire in 
harmony with his desire, I may desire everything what God 
passes on to me so generously in his creation. I however am 
opposing God in my desire, for my own lust and pleasure and 
not to desire Him any more. 

The apostle Paul discovers this in you as he writes Romans 7 
verse 7, I should not have known what it is to covet if the 
law had not said: "You shall not covet" 

ONE, congregation, there has been ONE, who in his heart remained 
desiring God pure and clean. There has been ONE who kept desiring 
the things of this life holy and good. That was your Saviour. 
How has satan tempted Him to desire against his Father. What 
has satan used every effort also to make Him guilty in desiring. 
Worship me, Christ, he said and I shall give you all the kingdoms 
of this world. He agitated with the stick of his temptation 
in the holy inner being of your Saviour. But no ungodly desires 
began. You shall worship the Lord your God and only serve Him, 
answered Christ. In his heart no desires came up against any 
of God's commandments. He had the desire to righteousness. 
See upon Him if the devil tempts you in sinful desiring. Flee 
to his righteousness in case you wrestle with your 

unrighteousness. Remember that here you, with this sharp Lordsday 
44, are in the part of the thankfulness. He has redeemed you 
through his complete obedience and through the bearing of the 
punishment on your trespasses of this commandment. In Him you 
will find true happiness in this life. Give Him your heart. 
Then you will find in Him the true righteousness, be truly 
satisfied with what God gives you in this life. 

Who desires all righteousness is satisfied in God. The writer 
of the letter to the Hebrews rouses you to this: keep your life 
free from love of money, and be content with what you have. 
(Hebrews 13 : 5) Also Paul writes to Timothy: There is great 
gain in godliness with contentment. ( 1 Timothy 6 verse 6 ) 
Congregation, you live in a world that is touched with a fierce 
desire. Here we think about the advertising on the television. 
They are trying to want us to desire. What is there an awful 
lot of dissatisfaction in society. There is a fierce thirst 
for more, more and more. Let your desiring be pure and holy 
in Christ your Saviour. Once again, congregation, desiring is 
a deed. Desiring is not even as your thinking tollfree. 
You may in Christ strenght fight against your sinful coveting. 
You are called in Christ's power to desire God and his kingdom, 
his service. Let your thankfulness for the redemption which 
God gives you in Christ grow into your desire to fulfill all 
righteousness in Him. 

2. God's requirement in the tenth commandment was discovering, 
we saw. He discovers us to be a sinner in this tenth commnadment. 
Who watches his heart so, that not even the slightest thought 
or desire contrary to any of God's commandments should everr 



arise in our hearts? Who watches it so that it only has a desire 
to all righteousness? There we are: Discovered in our shortcoming 
in the fulfilment of the tenth commandment. 

And yet, yet your confession here in Lordsday 44 is not finished 
speaking about God's law. It continually has set the tenth 
commandment in relation with all the commandments. That is why 
it confronts us, now it has come to the end of the explanation 
of God's commandments, with God's law as a whole. The Catechism 
we often pointed this out, is a masterful booklet. It has a 
powerful pedagogic intention. It is planning to explain to you 
the prayer after the law. And it now is building a bridge to 
this, it does not just want to begin abruptly with the prayer. 
No, it takes you by the hand and leads you to it. 
That is why in question 114 it puts once more the whole law 
before you. Listen: But can those converted to God keep those 
cpmmandments perfectly? asks your confession. The old text said 
it sharper: it spoke of keeping God's commandments complete. 
Can they who are converted to God do that? Take good notice, 
congregation. It is here not about people from the world. It 
is also not about border christians. No, the confeesion puts 
the knife in, right to the bone: it is about those who are 
converted to God. Your confession wants to say: we now have 
taken care of the whole law. We have examined all the 
commandments. We have confronted you with the commandments of 
the first table of the law: Loving God above all. We have placed 
you before the requirements of the second table: to love your 
neighbour as yourself. What have you done with it? How far did 
you get with it? 

It is clear, that your confession here fights against the 
socalled perfectionism. Through the ages there have been 
christians who figured that they could come to a state of 
perfection. In the time of the reformation they were the ana- 
baptists. There were some among them who figured that they did 
not have to pray the prayer: Forgive us our trespasses. You 
could even get this far, that you did not sin anymore. That 
delusion here is ripped apart by your confession. Answer 114 
begins then with a powerful NO. For, it argues further, even 
the holiest have only a small beginning of this obedience. 
Congregation, What is your confession here humble. After it 
has discovered us in the previous question and answer to our 
guilt to the tenth commandment, it now humbles us. It now keeps 
us small over against the whole law of God. Even the holiest. 
Even they have only a small beginning of the by God required 
obedience. Open you bible and read. Read the life stories of 
men like Moses and Aaron. Of the man of God's heart, David. 
Of his son Solomon. What were there dark spots in their lives. 
Moses, who instead of speaking to the rock, as God had told 
him, in anger hit it. His brother Aaron, the first hish priest, 
who cooperated with Israel in making the golden calf. David 
who for two times came into debt to God. First because of 
Bathseba and then later with the by God cursed census. His son 
Solomon, who at the end of his life let himself be seduced by 
his wifes to worship idols. 



Take for instance, congregation, a man like the apostle Paul, 
a great one in the kingdom of heavens. When he with Barnabas 
went to undertake the first mission trip, he got into a quarrel 
with him about the question if they would take Mark along as 
an helper. (Acts 15: 39) Scripture even speaks about a 
shar pcontention between these two men. So it went in the lives 
of the holiest. As far as that matters James, the brother of 
the Lord, had self-knowledge. He writes in his letter that we 
all make mistakes. (James 3 : 2) Self-knowledge of the first 
order . 

Your confession does not hesitate to pronounce a sharp judgment 
over us. Here it tears off the masks of pride and everything 
that seems like perfectionism. Even the holiest have in this 
life no more than a small beginning to this obedience. In this 
life, congregation. The old text said: As long as they are in 
this life. There is in these few words a comfortrich perpective 
Do not get discouraged, your confession wants to say. It is 
going to be different later on. In the distance the land of 
the great Rest beckons. There shall no one be against the holy 
law of the Lord, But here, in this life, it is still only a 
small beginning. 

You have to understand clearly what your confession here means 
with this. It is not as if we can make it quite a ways. It does 
not mean: that of the hundred steps of the stair to the 
perfection, we can only make ten. It does not look upon the 
rounded off part of your life in which you fulfill God's law, 
and not at the other part. No, answer 114 here points to Romans 
3 verse 20, where the apostle writes: for no human being will 
be justified in his sight by works of the law, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin. And later in Romans 7 Paul comes 
comes back to that with the humble words: Wretched man that 
I am. Who will dliver me from this body of death? Congregation, 
that writes a man who more than all the the other apostles has 
worked for Jesus Christ and his Kingdom. This does not write 
the unconverted but the converted Paul. But I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind and making me captive 
to the law of sin which dwells in my members, (verse 23) 
Is that now the end? Does answer 114 leaves lis here in despair? 
Does the conclusion has to be: I hardly do something right about 
this holy law of God, which I love with whole my heart? 
Congregation: now read the ending of this answer: Nevertheless, 
with earnest purpose they do begin to live not only according 
to some but to all the commandments of God. 

Have you given your heart to God? Do you sing in your heart 
the hymn on God's glorious law with those wonderful words of 
Psalm 19:10 and 11: More to be desired are they than gold, even 
much fine gold; sweeter than honey, than drippings of the 
honeycomb? Well, than it shall be a joy to you to go and live 
according to all the commandments of God, 

3. Because one more question your confession lays on your heart. 
A penetrating question. You may asked yourself why God preaches 
these commandments so sharply to us while no one can fulfill 
them in this life? Does it make any sense, means this question. 
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Lordsday 43 . 

Lying is devilish. 

Sermon by the late 

Dr . R . H . Bremmer 

Enschede, The Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: James 3 : 1 - 15 

Text: Lordsday 43. 

Hymn 7: 1 ,2,7, 13, 

After the law: Psalm 143: 2 

After the creed; Psalm 149: 

Psalm 101 : 1,2,4,6, 

Psalm 34 : 6 , 

Psalm 119: 26. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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LYING IS DEVILISH 

1. That is why we shall hate the lie; 

2. Love the truth 
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gregation, we saw, is the link between councel 
efore the fall Adam's word was pure. He gave the 

according to their nature. What he considered 
mals in his heart, he expressed it to the outside 
(benoemen) them. When God brought Eve with his 
dam, he expressed what Eve meant to him with pure 
outside : these two shall become one flesh. 
n has twisted reality in his lying word, he dragged 

From now on men is untruthful and corrupt, 
ture realistic in this. It does not leave any doubt, 

has become. Take the the story of the patriarchs. 
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patriarchal generation. 
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Anew, congregation, what has this comman 
churchpeople Israel not often been stepp 
out to you the story of Naboth and his v 
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hisdeath-sentence . They said: This man n 
against this holy place and the law; for 
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What has the lie played an awful role in 
Saviour. Stephen received the same fate 
Christ stands before Caiaphas, the highp 
witnesses to the front, who say: This fe 
to destroy the temple of God, and to bui 
( Matthew 26 : 61) If anywhere, than her 
in the trespass of the ninth commandment 
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could drag Him to Pilate. Hear there on the Gabbathe , Christ 
over against all this gives testimony to this ninth commandment 
For this I was born and for this I have come into the world, 
to bear witness to the truth. Every one who hears of the truth 
hears my voice. There He stood, your Saviour. Regally He gave 
testimony to the truth over against the lie. But Pilate sneered 
What is truth? He, the Roman scepticus, despised the truth. 
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gether . Let the warnings of this 
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you also to the cross of Him who through the trespassers of 
this was chased into death. The devil had no hold on Him. 
He is the way, the truth and the life. Flee with your sins 
against this commandment in his finished work. 
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also shows you how on the through by Christ 1 s 
d ground the truth grows. Hear what this 
sitively requires of you: That in court and in 
e love the truth, speak and confess it honestly, 
can to defend and promote my neighbour's honour 
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they are a step to heaven and to hell. They can be use 
the proclamation of the gospel but also for the propag 
godless ideas and for a life without norms. Televion b 
about peace and war, about ethical matters, about Sout 
and Israel can be very suggestive. Again: you are warn 
Perhaps you may say to yourself: what can we do agains 
We answer, arm yourself congregation. Be mobilized spi 
Confess the truth in this lying and bad world. Form yo 
scriptural judgment about what happens in politics and 
Know of scriptural information. Open your ears with th 
of the Word. Study what is going on in this world. Wha 
of newspaper do you read? Not a paper that slowly but 
influences you and your family to the spirit of these 
Should we not be thankful that we daily can receive sc 
information through as an example Nederlands Dagblad? 
paper you can find answers to the questions of today, 
here also a task in the preaching of the Word. This sh 
be timeless, but has to be in the midst of today's lif 
may ask of your preachers that they go into the questi 
today and over against the lyingspirit of today put th 
When the church in its preaching powerfully and script 
confesses God f s truth, around this preaching grows a c 
congregation, which in its turn carries out the truth 
world. Such a congregation emits a great power in our 
Lastly: the ninth commandment does not only mobilize u 
outside, to society, it also activates us to the insid 
our relationship as congregation of Jesus Christ. Look 
end of answer 112. There the confession stimulates you 
what you can to defend and promote my neighbours honou 
reputation. Your word as the link between councel and 
has to serve your neighbour in a true neighbourly love 
as the Lord, at the cross of our Saviour, has discover 
to our lying nature, we shall do more in our own mutua 
ship, also as congregation members, serve each other w 
truth. The apostle Paul brought this powerfully to the 
in the letter to the Ephesians . He says in chapter 4 v 
Therefore putting away falsehood, let everyone speak t 
with his neighbour, for we are members of one another, 
covered the Ephesians as a cloak when they were still 
They lived in the sphere of the lie. The apostle now s 
them powerfully to put off that dirty lyingcloak and o 
each other to speak the truth. In Colossians 3 verse 9 
it very terse: Do not lie to each other. Aren't we eac 
members? Don't we together from the body of Christ? We 
to each other. We have to serve each other by promotin 
others honour and good name with all our strenght. Con 
members can break each other and do each other harm. 
Congregation, fight against this, with all your streng 
May we not judge each other? Don't we have the calling 
to light all the abuses in the church? Certainly: we h 
calling. Only: let yourself be governed by Christ's wo 
Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgme 
pronounce you will be judged, and the measure you give 
be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck that 
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s eye, but you do not notice the log that is in 

( Matthew 7 : 1-3) 
we want to draw your attention. With the keeping 
commandment there is much at stake. Your confession 
r 112 that you, when you do not avoid all lying 

the devil T s own work, you are under the penalty 
y wrath. It points there to Proverbs 12 verse 22. 

says to the pupil he is teaching in the fear of 
ng lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those 
fully are his delight. And at the end of the 
f John Scripture says that outside the new Jerusalem 
and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and 

every one who loves and practices falsehoods. 

22 verse 15 ) 
ation, you are warned. Hate the lie and love the 
rist, your Saviour who is that truth, be central 

Than you shall through his strength combat the 
ife and find forgiveness by Him for your trespasses 
ninth commandment. Congregation: 

and do not sell it. (Proverbs 23 : 23) 



Amen 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Have you ever looked at your money up close? I mean those 
guilders and thalers which go through your hands daily. 
When you do this than you see on the one side of bur coins thw 
image of the queen and on the other side the value of the coin 
itself. But you will discover something else. When you look 
at the edge of the guilder or the thaler, there you read the 
words: God be with us. Our fore-fathers placed these words on 
their Dutch and Sealand coins during the time of the revolt 
against Spain. There lies something of a prayer in these words 
You are confronted time and again when you have such a coin 
in your hands. They prayed, those fore-fathers, that God would 
be with them also through the means of money. 

Now there have been suggestions to leave this inscription out .. 
What has God to do with our money? Behind this criticism lies 
the secularazation of today. It is not allowed to use God f s 
name in public life. 

Fortunately these words are still on our coins. Our fathers 
realized: God has everything to do with our money. We are 
accountable to God what we have done with our money. Our money 
comes from God. That is also the background of the eighth 
commandment. Thou shall not steal, says you heavenly Father. 
The money comes from Me. That you may spend to my honour and 
to the wellbeing of your neighbour. 
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s there a cohesion in the commandments which the Lord 
s in the second table of his law. First He has in the 
commandment put our lives under his protection: You shall 
11. After that He takes our marriage under his care: 
all not commit adultery. And now, in this eighth 
dment He brings your money and your possessions under 
otecting hand: You shall not steal. Your confession brings 

light in answer 110 also the depth of this commandment, 
es not only forbid the stealing and robbing which the 
ment punishes. The eight commandment is not an article 

criminal law. It touches your heart, just like the other 
dments. The Lord forbids in this law greed, all the use 



of money outside of Him. He requires from you, says answer 111 
to use that money to serve and to the help of your neighbour. 
After all the money comes from Him. 
So we think about this commandment: as we speak about: 

GOD AND OUR MONEY 

We see: 

1 . That money comes from Him 

2. That we may not abuse; 

3. That we have to spend in love to Him and to the neighbour. 

1. Congregation, you being a churchmember has a financial base. 

Have you ever thought about this? We come together in our 

chur chbuilding and that costs money, also the organ that 

accompanies our churchservice . There is a lot of money needed 

in the church. The service of the Word has to be provided for. 

The deacons need money for the work of mercy. And then mission, 

it also asks your financial input. And further there is the 

never-ending stream of asking for help for many church and 

christian agencies. You throw all those requests in the 

wastebasket? Money is indespensable to keep up our churchlife 

and the christian relief work. From where come those ten dollar 

bills, those dollars and those cheques? Perhaps you may think: 

that is simple. We earn them or we get them through another 

kind of payment. That is true, but not everything is covered 

with that. Congregation, you get them from God. He governs the 

money-stream as it goes about the world. Think about Psalm 24:1 

There is written: the earth is the Lord f s and the fulness 

thereof, the world and those who dwell therein. What do you 

think? Is that not about your money? It comes from the Lord. 

He is the Great Economist of this world. He also keeps it up 

economically . 

Have you thought about, what it was like in paradise? 

Of course: there was no minted money and everything that goes 

with it. But who looked after the livelihood? That was your 

God. Everything Adam and Eve needed for their physical livelihood 

came from the Lord* What are those first pages of the bible 

important. There the Lord God laid the foundations for our lives 

today. God looked after Adam and Eve abundantly. He created 

for them the garden of Eden with all its abundance. 

One of the paradise rivers flowed around the land of Havilla 

and, says Scripture, the gold of that land was good. 

There flowed four cristal clear rivers. All kinds of trees grew 

out of the earth. There were fruits in abundance. God was not 

stingy with his human children. He gave them an abundance of 

goods. 

The Lord God also gave Adam and Eve a task in paradise. They 

had to build and take care of that garden. God involved men 

with the care through Him. Paradise was not a land of plenty 

in which men had nothing to do. On the contrary. Adam and Eve 

had to roll up their sleeves. For that managing and taking care 

off of God's creation we have a beautiful biblical word. 

The word steward. You know that from the parable of the Lord 



Jesus, in which He speaks about the unrighteous s 
will get back to this lateron. A steward manages 
of his master as if it was his own. He gives hims 
procent for this. Now, like that, Adam and Eve we 
of the Lord. You know how well they served as ste 
The Lord had given them permission to eat of all 
the garden, but not of that one, of the tree of k 
good and evil. On that tree lay a prohibition. Bu 
did eat of that tree, they stole from God. Yes ce 
first human being stole in paradise. He did not o 
live of what God put at his disposal. He stole th 
fruit out of the hand of God. He stole from God h 
Adam and Eve were not allowed to steal. God had e 
forbidden this to them. They did not need to stea 
abundantly. And yet they stole. There in paradise, 
the sin against the eighth commandment. 
Perhaps you may think, now yes, that was in paradi 
circumstances we do not live today. Read the bible 
congregation. It is not only full of what touches 
life. It also speaks of the material side of our e 
Take the people of Israel. What had God blessed hi 
people especially materially. You can compare that 
God gave Adam and Eve in paradise. You could say i 
for Israel paradise came back in the by God promis 
all the rich promises God made to Israel. He promi 
them to a land overflowing with milk and honey. Wh 
promise. Honey comes from flowers and milk from fe 
grassland. All that God gave his people. Every Is 
Solomon's time sat under his own vine and figtree. 
: 25) Could it be more beautiful? Every 50 years G 
people a fresh start. All the land than again came 
original owner. It was not so, that in Israel the 
richer and the poor poorer. No, who lost his land 
inherited possession back. Who had bought it, had 
back. And than the sabbathyear , orice every seven y 
all the debts were remitted. All the slaves became 
land was able to rest for a year. God watched out 
exhaustion of the land. God exceptially cared for 
What liberal laws God also gave for the poor. The 
the field were not allowed to be harvested. Ruth w 
to glean after the reapers of Boaz. There you see 
laws in practice. The Lord said: there will be no 
you, (Deuteronomy 15 : 4) They were not allowed to 
other but they shall fear their God.( Leviticus 25 
lay some of the glory of paradise in these laws fo 
Congregation, that is now the background of this e 
commandment. You have to read this in the light of 
that God placed above the law: I am the Lord your 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
When God proclaimed his law with this evangelical 
already had those stipulations for the economical 
people in mind. They did not have to steal. God lo 
them abundantly. For everything what they received 
promised land, was from the Lord and came from the 
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regation, your Saviour comes with the 

parable. This is not easy to understand, 
think hard about this. But it is surely worth 
th the eighth commandment to go into details. 

Christ then said to his diciples. 
u - hear the Messianic power in those words: 
ke friends for yourselves by means of the 
so then when it fails they may receive into 

e you look somewhat amazed at these words. 




yyenu . 

Now, says the Saviour, with those the unrighteous steward made 
friends, with the unrighteous Mammon. But, wants the Saviour 
say with these words: You, children of the light, you also get 
to do with that unrighteous Mammon just as the people of thi~ 




ready , says inrist, later, aoove tney are ready to cry welcome 
to you, with God. They already have gone before you, the many, 
who have helped you with the Mammon. Who have served you in 
all kinds of ways with your money. They are ready to welcome 
You above, bv God. The Boor and miserables. the sick and the 



regardless how diriicult your situation was irom an economical 
viewpoint. And the diciples answered: Of nothing. 
Congregation. Adam and Eve were not allowed to steal, for the 
forbidden fruit was God's. They did not have the need to steal, 
for God gave in abundance. Ahab and Gehazi and Achan the thief: 
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of the love for money: it is, he writes, the root of all evils 

The apostle continues, it has dreadful consequences: 

it is through this craving that some have wandered away from 

the faith and pierced their hearts with many pangs. 

1 Timothy 6 : 9,10, 
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Amen 



^ (Canadian silver dollars had the inscription : "Dei Gratia, i.e. 
By the grace of God. The paper money that replaced them and 
now with the loonies and toonies, no such inscription anymore.) 
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Sincerely yours, 
Ralph Winkel . 




Lordsday 45 . 

Of the prayer. 

Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 



Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading : Daniel 9 : 1-19. 
Text Lordsday 45, 
Hymn: no comparable, 
After the law: Psalm 147 : 
After the creed: Psalm 103 
Psalm 145 : 1,4,5. 
Hymn: no comparable, 
Psalm 130: 1,4. 
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8, 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Have you ever heard about prayer wheels? Perhaps you may think: 
what kind of things are that? We will explain it to you. You 
will find those prayer wheels with the Buddhists. They are round 
paper or cardboard cylinderform things, which you can put in 
front of you and let it turn. They stick papers with written 
prayers on it, so that, as it turns, in a very short time you 
make many prayers at the same time. 

In the Buddhist temples there are even large stone cylinders, 
on which many prayers are etched. The Buddhist monks pull these 
cylinders with strong ropes around. That are their prayer wheels 



Cong 

is o 

dire 

reci 

roun 

cath 

such 

Our 

Ther 

This 

br ok 

to p 

Ref o 

In t 

beco 

as p 

thei 

conf 

Ther 

are 

a wa 

To h 

into 

a wh 

Af te 

perf 

Lord 

to 1 



regat 
f tha 
ct to 
te th 
d and 
olic 

a ro 
Fathe 
e it 

idea 
e rad 
ray v 
rmati 
he Mi 
me th 
ossib 
r pow 
essio 
e is 
praye 
rning 
ave u 

the 
ole L 
r thi 
ect p 
sdays 
isten 



ion yo 
t . It 

Buddh 
em , yo 

round 
rosary 
sar y , 
rs and 
is als 

of pr 
ically 
ery of 
on wei 
ddle A 
e spea 
le. Th 
er . Yo 
n asks 
someth 
r s whi 

again 
s real 
discus 
ordsda 
s your 
rayer 

about 

to th 



u of c 
boils 
a at t 
u can 
, you 

you h 
a stri 

fifte 
o abou 
ayer t 

with 
ten , a 
ghed i 
ges th 
king o 
is , Lu 
u can 

what 
ing in 
ch are 
st thi 
ize th 
sion o 
y abou 

conf e 
sepera 

the p 
is wit 



ours 
down 
he s 
only 
do a 
ave 
ng o 
en H 
t th 
he C 
the 
bout 
t he 
at w 
f ce 
ther 
also 
belo 
tha 
not 
s. P 
is, 
f th 
t th 
ssio 
tely 
raye 
h an 



e under 

to thi 

ame tim 

do so 

whole 

somethi 

f beads 

ail Mar 

e multi 

atechis 

view , th 

many p 

avy tha 

as prac 

rtain p 

and Ca 

hear t 

ngs to 

t quest 

pleasi 

raying 

the Cat 

e Lord ' 

e praye 

n deals 

. These 

r. Ther 

attent 



stand , wh 
s : the mo 
e , the be 
one by on 
lot at on 
ng Simula 
, the cat 
y's, one 
tude of p 
m cuts of 
at with o 
rayers . A 
t prayer 
tically w 
rayer-f or 
lvin have 
his in qu 
a prayer 
ion that 
rig to God 
is a fait 
echism do 
s prayer , 
r as such 
with eac 
are wond 
e is more 
ive heart 



at the le 
re prayer 
tter it i 

e . But if 
ce. With 
r. With t 
holies pr 
after the 
rayers . 

f. The Re 
ur prayer 
nd especi 
is from t 
orn away . 
mulations 

resisted 
estion 11 
that plea 
scares us 

and here 
h , a hear 
es not ri 

but firs 
: this Lo 
h prayer 
erful Lor 

than eno 



ading thought 
s you can 
s. If you 

turn them 
the roman 
he aid of 
ay ten 

other . 



forma 
s we 
ally 
he he 
Pray 
and 
, wit 
7 whe 
ses G 
. So 

ther 
t mat 
ght a 
t it 
rdsda 
from 
dsday 
ugh r 



tion 
have 
the 
art . 
er had 
as often 
h all 
re the 
od . 
there 
e is 
ter . 
way go 
speaks 
y 45. 
the 

s , these 
eason 



Today we speak to you about 

THE PRAYER THAT IS PLEASING TO GOD 

We look into: 

1. Why we pray (question and answer 116) 

2. How we pray (question and answer 117) 

3. What we pray (question and answer 118 and 119) 




Let us name a few difficulties which can cause prayer lessness . In 
the first place quite often you meet the question in the 
congregation: Does prayer really help? Does it have an effect? 
Especially those who have difficulty with the election, are 
wrestling with this question. God has everything, people reason, 
in his councel, his plan determined. My purpose shall stand, 
and I will do all that I please, the Lord says in Isaiah 46 
verse 10 (NIV) and how than can prayer help? 
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2. That is why we are glad that our confesssion gives us c 
pointers, how we have to pray. The Catechism does not leav 
us here in the cold. It asks you directly: What belongs to 
prayer which pleases God and is heard by Him? It wants to 
with this: this is the least you have to know about prayer 
There is also, as we saw at the beginning of this sermon , 
a critical note in that question 116. Keep well in mind, t 
confession here wants to say, that not every prayer is pie 
to God. It has to meet some clear conditions and answer 11 
lets us hear them. There are three, congregation. Your con 
in answer 117 puts them neatly in a row. In the first plac 
we must call upon the one true God only, who has revealed 
in His Word, for all that He has commanded us to pray. Her 
the confession polemicizes strongly against the roman cath 
prayer practice. No, the Catechisme here wants to say, no, 
pray to the saints, no praying to Mary. For us as protesta 
there is at the same time a warning in this. Mind you, the 
confession wants to say: no praying to a vague God's idea, 
to a great Unknown. Praying is not playing in a great lott 
You pray to Him who has revealed Himself to us clearly in 
Word as our Father in Jesus Christ. Wonderful to be allowe 
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and be able to pray to such a God. The address of our prayer 
is known worldwide: above, with God. 
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ficulties with prayer which we spoke 
regation. Praying does not help, 
p with it. You cannot change anything 
ne and it paralysed his praying, 
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ndation which we have for our prayer 

congregation. God said to Abraham 
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in it. And if they would have been there, God certainly would 
have done so. The king of Nineveh ripped up his clothes and 
went in sackcloth and ashes, when Jonah proclaimed the 
destruction of that great city. It helped. It rued the Lord 
what He had announced over Nineveh. Congregation, remember the 
at first childless couple Isaac and Rebekah. Isaac, is written 
in Genesis 25, prayed the Lord for his wife Rebekah and then 
thg Lord was intreated by him. God has in his councel tied our 
prayer and his hearing together. Our to Him outstreched hand, 
our calling to Him, He has taken up in his eternal councel. 
That is why the Catechism can say, that God will certainly hear 
our prayer for the sake of Christ our Lord. Also here think 
about Joshua's prayer for the standing still of the sun and 
the moon in the battle against the Canaanites. There has never 
been a day like it before or since, a day when the Lord listened 
to a man. (Joshua 10 verse 14) Such hearings may encourage us. 

Very directly your confession points to your Saviour. His figure 

rises up before you. He is our Intercessor by God, our Mediator, 

who stands behind our so often weak and vulnerable prayer. 

Our praying comes before God as if it came out of his mouth. 

He takes it over and purifies it and bears it to the Father. 

He has laid in his finished work a plead-f oundat ion (pleitgrond) 

about which the Father simply cannot get around. He himself 

has said to his diciples: Then the Father will give you whatever 

you ask in my name. (John 15 verse 16) 

They are only a few words with which we conclude our prayer: 

for Christ's sake, or: in Jesus 1 name, but we are standing with 

these words on the firm and unshakable foundation. There lay 

in those concluding words of your prayer promises. You may know 

that what you ask from God is born through the Mediation of 

your Saviour. 
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Paul does not mean by this that you have to pray day and night. 
No, it is- an apostolic stimulation to a regular and persevering 
prayer. At home pray your table prayers and your day opening 
and day closing prayer. Pray on healthy and sick days. Pray 
as congregation of Jesus Christ. And if you have difficulty 
with it, if yet in your heart the thought tosses and turns: 
has prayer any use, read then once more thoughtfully this 
Lordsday 45 with the places in Scriptures to which it refers. 
There you learn more and more about the "why", the "how" and 
"what" we shall pray. 



Amen 



"Seek ye My face." LORD, so Thou hast spoken, 

And in response my heart says unto Thee, 

"Thy count 'nance do I seek in prayer unbroken." 

Do not, LORD, now hide Thy face from me. 

In anger turn Thy servant not away, 

Thou who hast ever been my help and stay. 

Forsake me not, for I on Thee rely; 

God of my salvation, hear my cry. 



Psalm 27 : 4 , Book of Praise 



Dear Reverend, April 15,1997. 

During ray stay down south I was able to translate Lordsdays 
47, 48 and 49. I had hopes to finish all of them but somehow 
this did not happen. My visit to the Cross Clinic was a real 
happy event. I went there with lead in my shoes, but after being 
told that I was still in the remission stage, I floated out 
of building. In August I have to go back for further tests, 
like I wrote before, whatever may happen, the Lord is good. 
He gave me a beautiful time in Yuma, Arizona. Blessings. 
I also have included with 47, 48 and 49 an article read by a 
Baptist minister on Palm Sunday , as a sermon. He elaborated 
about the last two paragraphs: Resurrection and the Editor's 
note. It was a moving experience to listen to this "sermon". 
You could hear a pin drop during this service. This church does 
not have a church service on Good Friday. 

I never realized the horrible suffering our Saviour had to 
endure. On top of this physical pain there was God's wrath 
to pay for our sins. How can we ever be thankful enough? 
Praise the Lord. Sincerely yours: 

Ralph Winkel. 
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Lordsday 46 . . 

Eye to eye with God: the addressing of the Lord's prayer 



Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading: Luke 11: 1-13. 

Text Lordsday 46, 

Psalm 25 : 1,10. 

After the law: Psalm 26 : 1, 

After the creed: Hymn 30: 6. 

Psalm 138 : 1,3,4. 

Psalm 146 : 3. 

Hymn : 47 : 1 . 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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That you also do , when you begin your prayer with the words: 
Our Father, who art in heaven. You are placing yourself straight 
before the Lord, before your heavenly Father. Then you let the 
six seperate prayers follow with the praise exaltation and the 
concluding word Amen. What has the great Architect of the Lord T s 
prayer structured all this so refined. Today we will concentrate 
on that address. Your confession explains it soberly and at 
the same time powerfully. We speak about: 

CHRIST COMMANDS US TO ADDRESS GOD AS OUR FATHER. 

1. He lays a firm foundation under your prayer; 

2. He gives you a powerful hope to hearing; (verhoring) 

3. He stimulates your love with it. 

1 . It must have been noticed by you that of the reading of the 
Scriptures from the gospels , that the Lord Christ has taught 
his diciples the Lord f s prayer twice. The first time in Matthew 
6 in the sermon on the Mount and the second time in Luke 11. 
Critical scholars say that it is nonsense to believe, that the 
Lord Jesus indeed has taught his diciples the Lord's prayer 
twice. Luke, they claim, later added it to his gospel on the 
precedence of Matthew, and gave it then another place, much 
later in the teaching of the Saviour. But is it strange that 
Christ taught his diciples the Lord T s prayer twice? 
It goes to show how important He felt it was. 

Now check at what occasion the Saviour taught it to his diciples. 
The first time He did it on the Sermon on the Mount . 
Congregation, you know in the first great speech which the Lord 
Christ gave to his diciples from the mountain in Galilee. 
In that He spoke to them about the three main themes in the 
service of God: About the giving of alms, about fasting and 
prayer. With all three these attention-points your Saviour fought 
against the hypocrisy, the double dealing of the Pharisees and 
the scribes. Christ turned against this very sharply. Why did 
the Pharisees and scribes give alms? Only to be seen by the 
people and to receive the applause from people. Look at that 
generous man. Look how much he gives. So he did with fasting. 
There many showed a sombre and a not fit to be seen face because 
they were fasting. They wanted to be seen by people and be 
praised by them. 




says your Saviour, when you pray, go into the inner room, 
into the most inside room where people cannot see you. There 
you pray to your Father. You do seek Him in your prayer and 
not the applause of people. And after this teaching in general, 
Christ goes on and says: You pray than so and then He lets follow 



Ifa-J, 



the 

the 

pray 

dici 

abou 

Luke 

taug 

Luke 

When 

to p 

appa 

But 

the 

on t 

twic 

that 

atta 

in t 

latt 

With 



Lord ! s 
beginn 
er . Is 
pies t 
t this 

11 co 
ht his 

in ve 

He ce 
ray as 
rently 
the Sa 
Lord f s 
he mou 
e by t 

in Lu 
ched t 
he add 
er the 

Matth 



praye 
ing of 

it no 
he Lor 
? Ther 
ngrega 

dicip 
rse 1 
ased , 

John 

thoug 
viour 

praye 
nt . On 
he Sav 
ke 11 , 
o this 
ress . 

Savio 
ew He 



r. S 
his 
w so 
d's 
e is 
tion 
les 
of t 
one 
taug 
ht o 
does 
r as 
ly t 
iour 
sho 
. An 
In M 
ur o 
adde 



o Ch 
wor 
str 

pray 
not 

. Th 

the 

his 

of h 

ht h 

f a 
not 
He 

he f 

, fi 
ws y 
d bo 
atth 
nly 
d th 



rist a 
k in I 
ange t 
er one 

a sin 
ere th 
Lord f s 
chapte 
is die 
is die 
specia 

go in 
had ta 
act th 
rst in 
ou wha 
th tim 
ew mor 
used w 
e word 



lrea 
srae 
hat 
e mo 
gle 
e go 

pra 
r , w 
iple 
iple 
1 pr 
to t 
tight 
at t 

the 
t a 
es C 
e de 
ith 
s "0 



dy ta 
1 the 
your 
re? D 
reaso 
spel 
yer t 
hen J 
s ask 
s. Th 
ayer 
his . 

them 
he pe 

serm 
great 
hrist 
taile 
the a 
ur" a 



ught 
pra 
Savi 
o we 
n f o 
clea 
wice 
esus 
ed H 
is a 
besi 
He a 
bef 
rf ec 
on o 
imp 
use 
d th 
ddre 
nd " 



his 
ying 
our 

hav 
r th 
rly 
. It 

him 
im : 
skin 
de a 
gain 
ore 
t pr 
n th 
orta 
s th 
an i 
ss " 
who 



die 

of 
has 
e to 
is . 
show 

hap 
self 
Lord 
g di 

Joh 

tau 
in t 
ayer 
e mo 
nee 
e wo 
n Lu 
Fath 
art 



iple 

the 

taug 

be 
Look 
s wh 
pene 

was 

tea 
cipl 
n-pr 
ght 
he s 

was 
unt 
your 
rd F 
ke . 
er". 
in 



s at 
Lord r s 
ht his 
critical 

at 
y Christ 
d , says 

praying . 
ch us 
e 

ayer . 
them 
ermon 

taught 
and after 

Saviour 
ather 
In the 



heaven 



Congre 
alread 
us to 
But , s 
to add 
the bo 
You sh 
and ce 
how Is 
Jahweh 
God on 
Israel 
the od 
in cha 
does n 
our Fa 
64 ve 
Yet, 
potter 
places 
is for 
as Cre 
The gr 
Israel 
used a 
comman 
Israel 
When i 
the la 
Master 
Now he 
6 and 
Do we 



gati 
y ha 
pray 
omeo 
ress 
ok o 
ould 
rtai 
rael 

in 

who 
's G 
d ti 
pter 
ot k 
ther 
rse 

Lor 
; we 

whe 

the 
ator 
eatn 
, th 
nymo 
dmen 

to 
n th 
ter 
. In 
re y 
Luke 
say 



on , 
ve d 
. We 
ne r 

God 
f Go 

kno 
nly 

in 
Hebr 
m yo 
od . 
me . 

63 
now 
, ou 
8 th 
d, y 

are 
re G 
m im 

of 
ess 
at a 
re . 
t es 
maki 
e To 
scri 

tho 
our 

11, 
to m 



we a 
one 

are 
ight 

as 
d's 
w , t 
not 
the 
ew . 
u al 
Besi 
That 
vers 
us o 
r Re 
e pr 
ou a 

all 
od i 
port 
Isra 
and 
s ti 
Adde 
peci 
ng t 
rah 
bes 
se 1 
Savi 

to 
uch 



re u 
this 

f am 
ly w 
Fath 
reve 
hat 
self 
old 
The 
ways 
des 

wer 
e 16 
r Is 
deem 
ophe 
re o 

the 
s ad 
ant 
el. 
maj e 
me w 
d to 
ally 
he s 
or i 
read 
ater 
our 
addr 
when 



sed 

fro 
ilia 
rote 
er , 
lati 
in t 
-evi 
cove 
I am 

can 
this 
e ab 
: Bu 
rael 
er f 
t an 
ur F 

wor 
dres 
to s 

sty 
ent 

thi 

in 
peak 
n th 

the 

age 
comm 
ess 

we 



to i 
m th 
r wi 
: wh 
He t 
on . 
he t 
dent 
nant 
who 
rel 
Isr 
solu 
t yo 
ack 
rom 
ew u 
athe 
k of 
sed 
how 

of G 
by t 
s wa 
the 
ing 
e pr 
God 
s Go 
ands 
God 
spea 



t to address God 
e first time our 
th that Father a 
en Christ taught 
urned a most imp 



as Father. We 
parents taught 

ddress to God . 
his diciples 

ortant page in 



xmes 

to n 

addr 

I am 

y. Th 

ael w 

tely 

u are 

nowle 

of ol 

ses t 

r. We 

your 

as Fa 

God i 



of J 
ame 
esse 
, me 
at w 
ould 
exep 
our 
dge 
d is 
he n 
are 
han 
ther 
n hi 



esus it 
God Fat 
d God w 
ans tha 
as the 

use th 
tions . 

Father 
us; you 

your n 
ame Fat 

the cl 
d. Ther 

by the 
s majes 



was 
her . 
ith 
t na 
usua 
e Fa 
So s 
, th 
, 
ame . 
her 

ay, 

e ar 

pro 
ty a 



unu 
You 
the 
me . 
1 na 
ther 
ays 
ough 
Lord 

In 
for 
you 
e on 
phet 
s th 



sual 

know 
name Lord , 
I am the 
me for 
—name 
Isaiah 

Abraham 
, are 
Isaiah 
God: 
are the 
ly a few 
s . It 
e Former 



od weighed so very heavy in 
hat familiar name Jahweh was not 
s the strict keeping of the third 
time after the exile, this brought 
of the name Jahweh to a taboo, 
ophets the name Jahweh came up, 
T s name Adonai , that means Ruler, 
d was never addressed as Father. 

the diciples two times, in Matthew 
as Father . 
k here of the turning of the page 



Hb-H 



in the history of God T s revelation? While up to now the names 
which with God was addressed especially proclaimed his 
omnipotence and greatness, Christ lays us the Father-name on 
the lips, with all its intimacy and the tender love which is 
contained in it. 0, yes, your Saviour could have chosen other 
names. He did not do this. He decidedly choose this name- 
He takes this, congregation, from his own covenant-relationship 
with his Father. He takes that glorious name, which with He 
addresses God and lays that on our lips. 

This last part we should not, with the use of the Father name, 
for a moment forget. It makes the privelege to be allowed to 
use that name so much the greater. You may address God with 
the name with which the Saviour himself addressed God. That 
He did already at the beginning of his life on earth. When Mary 
reproaches the twelve year old Jesus, that He had left his father 
and mother, Christ answers: Didn't you know that I had to be 
in my Father's house?(Luke 2: 49) He, Jesus had full knowledge 
that God was his Father, a very different father than Joseph. 
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greatness and majesty on the one side and his love and grace 
on the other side. They both come to us in this address. You 
see the tension between that reverence and that trust in the 
conversation between the Lord and Abraham in Genesis 18 about 
which we spoke before. As Abraham continues to ask God for mercy 
for Sodom, he says at a certain moment: Now that I have been 
so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust 
and ashes, (verse 27) Dust you blow away and ashes you throw 
in the garbage. That is how Abraham felt before God. It is the 
reverence of which your confession here speaks. But at the same 
time there is the trust that God shall hear him. That trust 
makes us to go freely to God in our deep reverence to Him. 
The apostle Paul has put that trust in God as Father in his 
letter to the Philippians into words: And my God will meet all 
your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 4: 19) Is that not enough reason to put in such 
a God as Father your trust? My God writes the apostle : it is 
the "my" of the faith that lays the hand on God's promises. 
And: that God will gloriously look after all you needs. 
Not niggling, not haggling, but gloriously and not forgetting 
one of my needs. And on top of this according to his riches: 
He is a God who disposes abundance. Here it is the same of what 
David said in Psalm 23: My cup is overflowing. 

What marks this address whole the Lord's prayer, congregation, 
to a faith-command. Of course: we also will continue with the 
by us, our own formulated prayers to the Lord. There are all 
kinds of situations in your life in which you can go to the 
Lord with your own prayer. At the beginning of the day, with 
the closing of it in the evening, at your meals, there you go 
with your own prayers and with your own concrete needs to your 
Father. But we say with this: let not a day pass without praying 
this prayer to the Lord. And let in the church not a Sunday 
pass without praying the Lord's prayer. 
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perspective of the hope which is included in this 

„_. _ I call God my Father, says here this answer, than 

in there is for me the assurance of the hearing of it. On this 
I may and I have to hope. Congregation, hope you do with an 




give these words to the hope of hearing of our prayer. 
Listen: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. Unseper ately 
Christ binds here our praying and our hearing together. As I 
seek, as I seek the fulfilment of God's promises, I will surely 
find them, saus my Saviour. If I knock by God, He opens. For 
everyone - pay attention to the word everyone - who prays 
receives and who seeks, finds and who knocks, the door will 
be opened. 
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( gebedsverhoring) When Peter was thrown into jail by Herides, 
the congregation continually prayed for him. An angel of the 
Lord came and liberated him out of the jail. He went to the 
house where the congregation was together and prayed for him. 
When he knocked on the door, the congreagtion could hardly 
believe, that it was Peter. (Acts 12 :16,17)They actually did 
not take their own praying and the hearing of it serious 
Let us not doubt in difficult situations in our life. Continue 
in the prayer to your Father. In that Father-address lies a 
firm plea-foundation for the hearing in sickness and need 
situations. We here also ask for your prayers for the psychic 
sick. What is there a lot of suffering in depressions. Bear 
your sick with these needs before the throne of the Father. 
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So shine at the sky of this address of the perfect prayer three 
. stars, congregation. The star of your faith, of your hope and 
-)r °f your love . Our Father, who art in heaven, we say wheifwe 
have folded our hands and pray the perfect prayer. Now I may 
freely pray all those following six prayers. I have a Father 
above, who in advance through his Father-name quarantees the 
hearing (verhoring i.e make happen) of my prayer. He has promised 
that for myself, for my brotherhood and for his wide world. 
I may go to the Father for all three with great boldness. 



Amen 



Our Father, clothed with majesty, 
Who, dwelling in eternity, 
Hast set Thy glorious throne on high 
In Christ, Thy Son, do we draw nigh, 
In humble prayer to seek Thy face 
For Thy paternal love and grace. 
Hymn 47 : 1 . Book of Praise. 



Lordsday 47 . 

The first petition: Hallowed be Thy Name 
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Sermon by the late 
Dr . R . H . Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Reading: Psalm 8, 

Text Lordsday 47, 

Psalm 9: 1 , 16, 

After the law: Psalm 5 

After the creed: hymn: 

Psalm 8 : 1,5, 

Psalm 145 : 3, 

Hymn 47: 1 , 2, 9, 10. 



6,8, 
no comparable 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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of the prophet Isaiah. It describes for us 
e was called to be a prophet. Isaiah came in 

saw God sitting on a high and exalted throne, 
robe filled the temple. Isaiah also saw that 
ounded by seraphs, magnificent angels. They 
ord. Each one of them had six wings. With two 
r faces. With two they covered their feet and 
w. And they were calling to each other: 
is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full 
's liturgical spirits were impressed by God f s 
sty. Isaiah on his turn, cried out: Woe to 
for I am a man of unclean lips and I live among 
an lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the 

the confrontation with God's holiness Isaiah 
uncleanness, his unholiness. At that moment 
s flies to him. He has taken with a tong a 

the altar and touches with this Isaiah mouth, 
s has touched your lips, your guilt is forgiven 
en away. The fire of the altar has sanctified 
n take action as a prophet. He receives the 
the people with God's message. 

may see this as a background of the first 

will now consider. It is not trifling what 
hes you to ask from your Father in this prayer, 
rayer on the lips: Hallowed be Thy name. 

do this? Isaiah realized intensively that 
unclean lips. Without the cleansing of his 
of the altar he could not have appeared as 

allow God's name in our lives, in our words 
s only possible because this' prayer follows 
e perfect prayer. It is about the hallowing 
m of whom we have confessed that He through 
g work has become our Father. Christ lays in 
on Father's holiness, Fathers's glory in our 
d we can hallow Father's name out of the power 
hed work. It is about Father's honour and glory 
f view we will think about this first petition. 
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We speak to you about 

THE FIRST PETITION IN THE LORD'S PRAYER 

1. Lays God T s honour to our hearts; 

2. Motivates us to proclaim God's honour; 

3. Stimulates us to direct our lives to this. 




our needs follow. 

There is something else we have to pay attention too with the 

construction of the Lord's prayer. That touches the sequence 

of the first three petitions. In that Christ places the hallowin 

of fJnrl.ci naniP f i rsf . Hnw rnnlH i t- hp H-i f f orpnh 7 T r^ n n n n t- nr av 




Ki 

happily and readily . 

There is still another point you have to pay attention too when 

it is about the sequence of the petitions of the perfect prayer 

Christ connects very close to the law of his Father. There is 

a close connection between law and prayer. Precisely as in the 
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first three petitions of the Lord's pr 
our prayer-attention, is that the case 
commandments of the law of the Lord. I 
commandment of the law God himself sta 
shall have no other gods before Me, sa 
commandment. You shall not make a grav 
in third commandment God's name not ce 
also not valid for the fourth commandm 
In the whole first table of the law th 
in the centre . 

Now to that Christ closely connects in 
There it is also about God's name. God 
So Christ has in the construction of t 
himself closely to the law of God. 
After we have seen which an holy seque 
prayer and how carefully Christ constr 
of this first petition asks for our at 
Lord Christ mean when He teaches us to 
of Fathers name? Is that name not holy 
that name be increased? We will with a 
to you what Christ here means. Congreg 
It has been created by God with the li 
does not for one moment become more or 
beams forth its glorious light over th 
us and the sun a layer of cloud can si 
away our view of the sun. They can dim 
So it is also with God's holy name. Th 
is holy. But people can defile and vio 
name of God. Anti-godly powers, coming 
the glory of God's name on this world. 
In this first petition you pray agains 
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of this world. At the same time there 
in like: the devotion to God. Directin 
find this word with its double meaning 
and the devotion especially in the Old 
of holy things as an example the ark o 
They are things which God seized for h 
priests and the Levites. They are holy 
set apart from the people of Israel an 
service. They stand under the seizure 
the Lord wants to be hallowed by peopl 
to be acknowledged by them in his own 



ayer God is central in 

with the first 
n the first and the second 
nds central for us. You 
ys the Lord in the first 
en image of Me. And is 
ntral for us? Is this 
ent about sabbath? 
e Lord God puts himself 

this first petition. 
's Kingdom and God's will, 
he Lord's prayer connected 



nee 

ucte 

tent 

pra 
? Ca 
n ex 
atio 
ght 

les 
is w 
ide . 
inis 
at n 
late 

up 

t th 
nt o 
od's 
d. C 

nam 
on y 
f th 
the 
ess 
n pr 
ted 
es a 

god 
lies 
g yo 

of 

Tes 
f Go 
is s 

per 
d de 
of G 
e in 
maj e 



ther 
d it 
ion . 
y f o 
n th 
ampl 
n , t 
it r 
s . A 
orld 

Als 
h it 
ame 

tha 
from 

is w 
f Go 

nam 
ontr 
e. Y 
our 
at H 
word 
this 
ayin 
to r 
lway 
less 

a p 
urse 
the- 
tame 
d or 
ervi 
sons 
vote 
od's 

his 
sty 



e is 
, th 

Wha 
r th 
e ho 
e ma 
ake 
adia 
s al 
. Bu 
o f o 
s gl 
is h 
t sh 

hel 

ith 

d's 

e , h 

ary 

our 

hear 

e te 

hal 

in 
g w 
efle 
s th 
ness 
osit 
If t 
sett 
nt . 

the 
ce . 

whi 
d th 

hoi 

ser 
and 



in the perfect 
e content 
t does the 
e hallowing 
liness of 
ke it clear 
the sun. 
tes. That 
ways the sun 
t between 
gs can take 
ow for us . 
oly for God 
ining holy 
1 , darken 

all your power, 
holy name 
oliness and 
against all 
Saviour here 
t. This has 
aches you 
lowing in 
words. But 
ith the prayer 
ct upon it . 
e original 

and wickedness 
ive meaning 
o God. You 
ing apart 
It speaks 

incense altar . 
Take the 
ch God had 
em to his 
iness. So 
vice . He wants 
holiness . 



l\p 



Ther 

of I 

dese 

God 

woul 

stru 

burn 

not 

the 

I ga 

Here 

Mose 

did 

in t 

full 

stru 

God' 

You 

of A 

God' 

died 

thro 

show 

hono 

in h 

peti 

God' 

has 

pers 

You 

of t 

a mo 

Fath 

over 

lovi 

adde 

are 

is f 

Our 

heav 

ador 

addr 

of t 

Cong 

over 

is g 

the 

from 

than 

ages 

worl 

Thin 

Bona 

exal 



e are s 
srael . 
rt at K 
charged 
d flow 
ck it . 
ed agai 
trust i 
Israeli 
ve them 

you ar 
s did n 
not hal 
he givi 
y in th 
ck the 
s holin 
find th 
aron , i 
s altar 

before 
ugh Mos 

myself 
ured. ( 
is godl 
tion , c 
s name . 
taught 
pective 
call on 
rust be 
ment , t 
er. The 

the wh 
ng name 
d: Mose 
standin 
itting 
Saviour 
enly Fa 
ation i 
ess Our 
hat nam 
regatio 

the wo 
r eater 
name of 

this . 

the st 

names 
d. 

k about 
parte a 
ted by 



ome sp 
Think 
ades . 

Moses 
from t 
There 
nst Mo 
n Me e 
tes , y 
. Numb 
e at t 
ot let 
low Go 
ng of 
e doin 
rock i 
ess . 
e same 
n Levi 
. That 

the L 
es to 

holy; 
verse 
y ma j e 
ongreg 

Here 
you in 
. It i 

Him a 
tween 
hat ou 

splen 
ole wo 

with 
s , tak 
g . is 
for Mo 

wants 
ther a 
s due . 

Fathe 
e . 

n , tha 
rid an 
than a 

Allah 
And ho 
iff an 
of peo 



eakin 
about 
When 

and 
he ro 
came 
ses . 
nough 
ou wi 
ers 2 
he he 

God 
d, di 
his i 
g of 
nstea 



g ex 
wha 
the 
Aaro 
ck . 
wate 
Hear 

to 
11 n 
ve 
art 
be G 
d no 
nstr 
what 
d of 



ample 
t hap 
peopl 
n to 
Moses 
r , ab 
what 
honou 
ot br 
rse 1 
of th 
od be 
t ack 
uctio 
God 
spea 



s in th 
pened d 
e there 
speak t 

did no 
untdant 

the Lo 
r Me as 
ing thi 
2. 

e meani 
fore th 
nowledg 
n . He d 
had ins 
king to 



e history of the people 
uring the journey in the 

had a shortage of water 
o the rock. Then water 
t speak to the rock, but 
ly even, but God ! s anger 
rd said: Because you did 

holy in the sight of 
s community into the land 



xn 
ticu 

is 
ord , 
Aaro 

in 
3) G 
sty 
atio 
your 

the 
s an 
s hi 
Him 
r Fa 
dour 
rid. 
the 
e of 
holy 
ses 

to 
t th 

Tha 
r, 1 



the st 

s 10. 

why Go 

the S 

n : Amo 

the si 

od wan 

and ho 

n . In 

Savio 

addre 

af f ec 

s chil 

and yo 

ther i 

of th 

When 

word J 

f your 

groun 

to be 

teach 

e same 

t is w 

et fol 



ory o 
They 
d kil 
cript 
ng th 
ght o 
ts to 
lines 
that 
ur se 
ss of 
tiona 
dren . 
u . Ho 
n hea 
at in 
the L 
ahveh 

sand 
d. Wh 
rever 
us wi 

time 
hy Ch 
low t 



f Nada 
brough 
led th 
ures s 
ose wh 
f all 

be ac 
s . App 
you pr 
ts tha 

the L 
te nam 

He la 
wever 
ven is 
timate 
ord „ re 

first 
als , f 
ere Go 
ent an 
th the 

God i 
rist i 
he pet 




b and 
t unau 
em by 
ay . He 
o appr 
the pe 
knowle 
ly all 
ay for 
t Fath 
ord ' s 
e , tha 
ys a c 
you ma 

an ex 

name 
vealed 

to Mo 
or the 
d re ve 
d ador 

first 
stow 
mmedia 
ition 



Abih 
thor 
ligh 
ar t 
oach 
ople 
dged 

thi 

the 
er n 
pray 
t Fa 
lose 
y no 
alte 
has 

tha 
ses , 

pla 
als 
able 

pet 
horn 
tely 
of t 



u , t 
ized 
tnin 
o wh 

Me, 

I w 

rev 
s to 

hal 
ame , 
er , 
ther 

con 
t fo 
d an 
to b 
t in 

he 
ce w 
his 

to 
itio 
prai 

aft 
he h 



he son 

fire 
g. The 
at God 

I wil 
ill be 
erentl 

the f 
lowing 

which 
in a g 

name . 
nectio 
rget f 
d holy 
e proc 
timate 
immedi 
here y 
name , 
that n 
n that 
se and 
er the 
allowi 



y 

irst 

of 

He 
reat 

n 
or 

laimed 

and 
ately 
ou 
it 
ame . 

our 



ng 



t also means, that we lift up God T s holiness 
d proclaim his greatness and majesty. His name 
11 names of men. You know how Islam upholds 

above everything. We as Christians can learn 
w much more glorious is the name of our Lord 
d unmovable Allah of the Muslims. Through the 
pie have been exalted, like flags, above this 



names like Nebuchadnezzar, Ceasar Augustus, Napoleon 
nd those of Hitler and Lenin. Names of people highly 
the nations of this world. What is left of the 



4?-5 



bearers 
and dec 
period 
names w 
freely 
Your co 
one , in 
of the 
shows w 
Lord r s 
of the 
"Grant" 
to sane 

grant 
may dir 
name . 
What li 
place a 
you sta 
your pr 
of Him 
to know 
Don't w 
name? A 
Why do 
is abou 
about a 
also do 
God. He 
Here I 
daily 1 
of my 1 
a theor 
knowled 
his mer 
read ab 
dif f ere 
we may 
your li 
also in 
Thee in 
covenan 
Congreg 
What is 
lives? 
Why do 
is cent 
rightly 
things 
we beco 
from up 
of our 
Him in 
Because 



of 
ayed 
of t 
e ma 
and 
nf es 

a v 
Lord 
hat 
pray 
sepe 

Fir 
tify 

bef 
ect 



these n 
in the 
ime the 
y exalt 
powerf u 
sion ex 
ery fin 
f s pray 
a deep 
er . It 
rate pe 
st : gra 
God in 
ore thi 
our who 



ames 
dus 

y be 
the 

Hy, 

plai 
e ma 
er i 
cont 
also 
titi 
nt t 
all 
s. I 
le 1 



? They 
t of th 
came on 

name o 

we pra 
ns this 
nner . I 
n a few 
ent eac 

does t 
ns begi 
hat we 

his wo 
n the t 
if e to 



are ins 
e earth 
ly hist 
f our G 
y: Hall 

first 
t split 

sepera 
h of th 
his in 
n in an 
rightly 
rks . Yo 
hird pi 
the hon 



erted 
. Aft 
ory . 
od an 
owed 
petit 
s eac 
te pe 
e pet 
the f 
swer 

know 
u cou 
ace w 
ourin 



in th 
eras 
High a 
d King 
be Thy 
ion , a 
h sepe 
tition 
itions 
irst p 
122 wi 

Thee. 
Id als 
e ask : 
g and 



e hi 

hort 
bove 
. To 

Nam 
nd a 
rate 
s. B 

hav 
etit 
th t 

The 
o pi 

Gra 
prai 



stor 

or 

all 

do 
e . 
lso 

pet 
y th 
e in 
ion . 
he w 
n we 
ace 
nt t 
sing 



y books 
long 

human 
this 

the next 
ition 
is it 

the 

Each 
ord 

ask 
the word 
hat we 

of God f s 



es the 
sk: Gr 
nd , as 
ay er w 
is: gi 

Thee 
e know 
re we 
we hav 
t the 

knowi 

not a 
re it 
pray t 
ife. H 
ife. H 
etical 
ge , He 
cy . Yo 
out hi 
nt . Yo 
rightl 
f e but 

the d 

all t 
t . 
ation , 

it al 
Is it 
we go 
ral in 

know 
in our 
me mor 

close 
lives . 
the co 

of th 



re a 
ant w 

pray 
ith: 
ve us 
as ou 

God? 
prayi 
e to 
natur 
ng of 
sk to 
is in 
o lea 
ere I 
ere y 

know 
re yo 
u cou 
m , bu 
u tak 
y kno 

also 
ays o 
he si 



press 
e may 
ers b 
Our F 

the 
r Fat 
Hav 
ng to 
pray 
e of 
God 
be a 
the 
rn to 

ask 
our c 
ledge 
u pra 
Id ha 
t if 
e a 1 
w The 
in t 
f sic 
tuati 



mg ap 

right 
ef ore 
ather . 
grace , 
her . 
en't w 

a str 
for th 
our kn 
that p 
llowed 
conf es 

know 
to lea 
onf ess 

of Go 
y to 1 
ve hea 
you th 
ook at 
e , you 
he day 
kness 
ons of 



peal on the Lord as we in t 

ly know Thee. Congregation, 

God throne. You addressed H 

Now the first thing you as 

that before all things we 



e jus 
ange 
is? W 
owing 
acif i 

to p 
sion 
my Fa 
rn to 
ion d 
d but 
earn 
rd a 
an me 

him 

pray 
s of 
and w 

our 



t ca 

and 

ell, 

of 
es o 
enet 
abou 
ther 

kno 
oes 

for 
to k 
lot 
et h 
in a 

her 
sorr 
orry 
live 



lied H 
to us 

congr 
the Fa 
ur cur 
rate i 
t a kn 

in th 
w in t 
not te 

a fin 
now Go 
about 
im per 
n othe 
e , in 
ow . In 
. Let 
s as o 



im by 
an un 
egati 
ther . 
iosit 
n the 
owled 
e pra 
he he 
ach t 
ding, 
d in 
someb 
sonal 
r way 
the h 
heal 
us le 
ur Fa 



his Fa 
known G 
on here 

It is 
y. Here 

depths 
ge of f 
ctise o 
ights a 
o pray 

a prac 
his gra 
ody and 
ly it i 
. Grant 
appy da 
thy day 
ar n to 
ther in 



he first 

here 
im in 
ked 
learn 

ther 
od? 

it 
not 

we 

of 
aith . 
f my 

nd depths 
for 
tical 
ce and 

have 
s still 

that 
ys of 
s but 
know 

your 



what governs our life? 
1 about in our lives? D 
about that people honor 
to church and read the 

our lives? Here we pra 
Thee. Thee. Our Father. 

lives. If it is about 
e and more desirous to 
. From his Word and his 

In his love and in his 
venant . In what He mean 
at, let this first peti 



What are we pursuing? 
oes materialisme rule our 

us or find us to be nice? 
Scriptures? Who and what 
y, grant us first that we 

Before and above all other 
that in our lives, than 
learn to know the Father 

promises. From his guidance 

trust. In our walking with 
s to us in our lives, 
tion live in your hearts 



kH 



congregation. Father grant, that we learn to know Thee in the 

treasures of your covenant. Then we do not go to church and 

to the Lord's Supper out of habit, but to meet our Father there 

in the proclamation of his promises and in the sealing of this 

in the Lord's Supper. Than we time and again are looking forward 

to the Lord's Supper as a pinnacle in our life in faith. Then 

God is for us the living God, our Father in Jesus Christ. 

This first petition pushes us to the surrender of our lives 

to Him. So our confession lays in this first petition Father's 

honour and Father ' s love on our hearts. 

2. Then also you cannot refrain from proclaiming Father's honour 
and majesty to the outside. That is the second part of what 
answer 122 brings to our attention. Also there we could add 
the word "Grant". Grant that we Thee, our Father , sanctify, 
glorify and praise Thee in all Thy works. In all those works 
of Thee in which your omnipotence, goodness, righteousness, 
mercy and truth, shine gloriously. Your confession is so filled 
of God's glory, that it just about stumbles over the words. 
It wants to show you how great and glorious your Father is in 
all his virtues and works. We have not only learned to know 
Him out of his Word but also out of his works in creation and 
re-creation. You should pay attention to what a clear order 
the Catechism has brought in the summation of God's works and 
virtues. The first three: God's omnipotence, God's wisdom and 
goodness refer clearly to God's mighty creation work. In them 
those three attributes shine gloriously. Take the atom. What 
an unmeasurable powers are locked up in it. It is one of the 
greatest works of God's hands. Beside this put the web of a 
spider or look at God's great animals like the elephant and 
the giraffe. They are all the work of his omnipotence, wisdom 
and goodness. Consider the greatness of space, of the 
constellations like the Milky Way and the heavenly bodies that 
move within it. All of this are the mighty works of God. Together 
we have read Psalm 8. Hear the poet of this Psalm praise and 
laud God because of the greatness of his works. With the 
summation of it David becomes estatic. He cries out: 0, Lord 
our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. You have 
set your glory above the heavens. Besides this he then proclaims 
so tenderly God's glory in the creation of us, children of men. 
He sings: From the lips of children and infants you have ordained 
praise. What a beautiful Psalm. David begins this Psalm by 
proclaiming the praise of God's name in his works. He ends with 
this too. At the finish of this Psalm he cries anew: 
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. 
Congregation, especially in our time God's omnipotence, wisdom 
and goodness in his works become well known. In these times 
the treasure-rooms of God's creation are opened. Science 
penetrates in the depth of God's creation. Before we pointed 
at the atom. We also point out to you the penetration of science 
in the early beginning of human life. What a responsibility 
lays all this on the men and women, who in science and 
experiments are busy with God's work in his creation. We also 
think about the environment that in these times asks and gets 
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Lordsday 48. 

The second petition: Thy kingdom come, o Lord. 
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Sermon by the late 
Dr . R .H . Bremmer 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 
Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton , 
Alberta . 



Reading: Revelations 19: 11 - 21 

Text: Lordsday 48, 

Psalm 89: 1 , 5, 

After the law: Hymn no compareble 

After the creed: Hymn 43: 1, 

Psalm 122: 1,2,3, 

Hymn: no compareble 

Hymn: no compareble 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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of satan down and let your Kingdom be victorious. For that 
govern us through your Spirit and your Word. Let this whole 
earth be filled with your fear so that the perfection of your 
Kingdom comes and Thou be will be all in all. Congregation, 
what is there a fine resemblance between the rhyming of this 
petition, which also goes back to Luther and the way in which 
your confession explains this second petition in Lordsday 48. 
With one glance you see it. 
Today we speak to you about 

THE PETITION FOR THE COMING OF GOD'S KINGDOM. 

1. Through our personal lives; 

2. Through churchlife; 

3. With the view to the finish . (completion) 

1. Here Christ teaches you to pray: thy Kingdom, the Kingdom 

of God, come. Surely, God is King. The Psalms speak about this 

in an impressive manner. Take the beginning of Psalm 93: 

The Lord reigns He is robed in majesty and is armed with strength 

The world is firmly established , it cannot be moved. 

Or Psalm 95: For the Lord is a great God. The great King above 

all gods. In his hands are the depths of the earth, and the 

mountain peaks belong to Him. The sea is his, for He made it, 

and his hands formed the dry land. And hear Psalm 97 exult: 

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad, let the distant shores 

rejoice. Or Psalm 99: The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; 

He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake. 

These " king " psalms sing about God's royal glory, as the 

Creator of heaven and earth. If you want to see something of 

that roual glory of God, you have to turn to the first chapters 

of the Scriptures. There God's creation-glory is described. 

He created heaven and earth and reigns over them. And not only 

that. He made man to be his viceroy over this earth. 

God spoke to man: 

Fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea 

and the birds of the air and over all creatures that move along 

the ground. Hear Psalm 8 sing about this: You made him ruler 

over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet. 

(verse 6) So God reigns over the creation with man as his 

viceroy . 

Our old reformed theologians named this kingdom of the Lord 

over all things: the Kingdom of his power., Powerfully God reigns 

over his world in the beginning of the history of man. Not over 

the earth alone the Lord reigns as King. Also over the heavens 

He has dominion. There legions of angels sing the praise of 

Him, who sits on his throne. 

So it was in the beginning of the history of the world. But 

it did not remain like this. Congregation, you know what happened 

in heaven. There came a revolt against God, rebellion against 

the King of the world. Not for nought does your confession here 

in Lordsday 48 draw satan as the great enemy of God, as it calls 

us to pray: destroy the works of the devil, every power that 

raises itself against Thee. He is the murderer of men from the 
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beginning. There, in heaven, he glanced jealously 
his throne. Envy and pride were turbulent in that 
of the throne. He wanted to be like God. At that s 
the revolution began among God's liturgic spirits 
heaven above. John says in Revelations 12 verse 8: 
was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought a 
dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back, 
not strong enough, and they lost their place in he 
few words John described the terrible fight which 
when the devil rebelled against God. John continue 
hurled to the earth with his angels. The revolutio 
from heaven. This remained the undamaged Kingdom o 
the fight moved to the earth. The devil took man w 
the fall. God's viceroy rebelled against his Creat 
rebellion against God moved from heaven to the ear 
It did not stay with the fall of the first men. 
Adam in his fall towed all of mankind along. What 
might satan mobilized against God. Since that time 
work in this world. A stream of godlessness flows 
world. The earth has become occupied territory by 
John describes this to us in that same Revelations 
he drew the revolt. He says there in verse 12: he 
with fury, because he knows his time is short. Wha 
a profound word. The fury of the devil intensifies 
with the time for he knows it is short. Does not h 
an increase of satan's activity as the coming of o 
is ever coming nearer? 
Perhaps you may ask yourself: 
destroyed that glorious Kingd 
while ago sing for nought abo 
over this world? Has the prin 
call him, won the struggle? 

Congregation, God would not be God, if He 
all. What do you think? The King of this w 
over this world taken be out of his hands? 
wanted. But then he did not think correctl 
does not let his royal dominion be taken f 
the earth has become occupied territory th 
men. Immediately after the fall He began t 
bridgehead on this world. You know: when i 
forces had a bridgehead on continental Eur 
the Germans had lost the war. It took near 
they were forced to surrender, but in fact 
the battle when the allies came ashore in 
This is also the way with the Kingdom of G 
fall the Lord established a bridgehead in 
mother-promise this was already proclaimed 
promised that the seed of the woman would 
the serpent. God with this promise immedia 
his Christ into this world. The whole Old 
God's Kingdom then already broke through i 
Congregation, but now, it was not only abo 
power. After the fall into sin it was not 
dominion over the creation. Now God goes t 
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hearts of men for his Kingdom. Now He sei 
of his grace those hearts for himself and 
We saw at the beginning of the sermon tha 
theologians God's governing of the creati 
Kingdom of his power. Now for the seizing 
by God of the hearts of men for his Kingd 
speaking expression. They called that the 
a striking naming. But you have to pay at 
God's governing of the creation continued 
after the fall as King of this world. He 
against the fury of the devil. He emphasi 
winning of the hearts of men. Now it goes 
grace. Through his Spirit. 

If you read against the background of tha 
the devil the Old Testament, this shows G 
graceful dominion over men. On the one si 
the devil mobilizes his henchmen. Think a 
the tower of Babel: Come, let us build a 
that we make a name for ourselves, they s 
Babel. But God scattered them to all dire 
the world-kingdoms of Egypt, Babel and As 
all his effort to destroy Israel. Think a 
kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar. What was that 
established in Israel in this world vulne 
ages God's Kingdom hinges on that vulnera 
world . 

Congregation, but God continues. He worke 
of his Messiah. He did not give the devil 
break his Kingdom. For his Son, the Messi 
In your Saviour God's Kingdom stands aliv 
it is a different Kingdom than what Israe 
of an earthly kingdom, at the level of th 
world. They thought about an earthly Mess 
restoration of the old kingdom of David, 
kingdom that would break the power of the 
It did not have an eye for the coming of 
grace in Christ. The Pharisees asked Chri 
of God would come. What has your Saviour 
answer. He answered: The kingdom of God d 
careful observation, nor will people say: 
it is" because the Kingdom of God is with 
It stood there bodily before them in the 
Even John the Baptist had difficulty reco 
character of the Kingdom of Christ. When 
Saviour's action in miracles and preachin 
he had his diciples ask: Are You the one 
should we expect someone else? Christ the 
to that question. Go, He said to John's d 
him what you hear and see, the blind rece 
walk, those who have leprosy are cured, t 
are raised, and the good news is preached 
Saviour lets you see how the Kingdom of G 
the way with the glad tiding of the forgi 
his miracles He reveals the redeeming pow 
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adfast in obeying your decrees, 
arts? Here we also think about Psalm 
r way, Lord ^ and I will walk in your 
ed heart, that I amy fear your name. 



2. So Christ teaches us to let us be included personally with 
whole our heart with the progress of his Kingdom. But answer 
123 is not finished with this. There lies in that petition for 
the coming of the Kingdom still another question to God. 
You also pray: Preserve and increase Thy church; destroy the 
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the conspiracies against God ! s holy Word, 
are called, to put your self against 

modern christians do not want to know 
1. They find that an oldfashioned belief, 
peak of the satanic, the demonic. The 
ng different. Behind the demonic stands 

d destroy his wicked works. Ruin all 
ainst thy church. Lord God, the world 
struction. Your great adversary makes 
oy the world through violence and terror, 
many young lives he ruins with enslavement 
Lord God, defeat his wicked plans which 
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3. Answer 123 ends impressively. From the centre of the by the 

devil threatened world the prayer of God's church reaches out 

to that great finish: till the perfection of your Kingdom comes, 

in which Thou will be all in all. In this second petition you 

also pray for the triumph of God's Kingdom. 

Thy Kingdom come, Christ teaches us to pray. That is also now: 

Lord, we still are in the middle of the battle. You put us on 

the front of your Kingdom. But the rider of the white horse 

has written on his thigh: King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

He rides right over the beast and the false prophet. They were 

thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulphur. 

To Christ the victory. 

Brothers and sisters. Do you live and fight and pray from this 

perpective? Does you prayer reach out to Christ's great day? 

The praying of this second petition . also brings self -visitation 

( zelf beproeving ) Are you in your prayers and in your lives 

conform with your prayer on Christ's front? If necessary, then 

now is the time to revise your life and your prayers. 

To convert yourself to militant citizens of the Kingdom of your 

King. Thy Kingdom come. Lord God, bring this world to its 

finish. Lord God, let the day of your Son come soon. 

Lord God, we long for this. We long to see your face, your 

godly and glorious face. Thy Kingdom come, o Lord. 



Amen 
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Lordsday 49 

The third petition: Without any contradiction 



Sermon by the late 
Dr. R . H .Bremmer , 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel, 
Edmonton, Alberta, 



Reading: Romans 12: 1-12 

Text: Lordsday 49, 

Psalm 99: 1, 6. 

After the law: Psalm 101: 1,5,6 

After the creed: Psalm 103: 8. 

Psalm 86: 1,4,6, 

Psalm 119: 13. 

Hymn: no comparable. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

You all know the story of young Samuel, who as altar-boy helped 

the high priest Eli. One night he heard a voice which called 

Samuel . 

On the advice of Eli he than answered: Speak, Lord for your 

servant is listening. Samuel then received that horrible message 

over the house of Eli because of the wickedness of Eli's sons. 

See, says the Lord, I am about to do something in Israel that 

will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle. 

God proclaimed his judgment over Eli ! s house. He has sworn to 

the house of Eli: The guilt of Eli's house will never be atoned 

for by sacrifice or offering. (1 Samuel 3: 14) 
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this message on. So horrible it 
t is the Word, that He spoke to 
Then Samule told Eli everything 
to him, without concealing anything 
answered: He is the Lord; let Him do what is good 
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himself to what the Lord had said. Congregation, 

lse submission. He was not startled. He did not 

f before the Lord on account of the conduct of 

on account of his own weak upbringing, 

he judgment of the Lord come over him passively. 

d; let Him do what is good in his eyes. 

y christians who have this conception about the 

n of the Lord's prayer. Thy will be done: let happen 

s to happen to me. To give a non-biblical example: 

nic, that famous passenger liner, on its first 

pped open by an iceberg and sank in the waves, 

tepped forwards and cried loudly: thy will be done. 

, he wanted to say with this, has been destined 



Is that the intention of this petition? Do we pray here for 
a passive submission in God's holy will? Congregation, that 
is not Christ's intention. Pay attention to the last words of 
this petition, to the example which is there put before us: 
Thy will be done, says Christ, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Does Christ here mean to say that God his will on earth be as 
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that in heaven? No. your Saviour here points out to us the 
behaviour of the angels. They do God's will. They heartily 
fulfill this. They like doing nothing better. In that they are 
set to you as an example. We have to do God's will like the 
angels. We have to pray for this. It does not happen by itself 
our by nature corrupted and wicked will here collides with God's 
holy will. To have to do this, to may do this, we have to pray 
to our heavenly Father with all our power. So today we will 
consider this third petition of the Lord's prayer. 

1 speak to you about 

THE PRAYER TO DO FATHER'S WILL. 

In that we pray for: 

1. not in submission; 

2. in faith-obedience; 

3. with an heavenly example. 

1. Have you ever noticed that this third petition appears in 
the Lord's prayer in Matthew 6, but not in Luke 11, where Christ 
taught his diciples to pray anew? In Luke 11, in the verses 

2 and 3 your Saviour jumps from the petition: Thy Kingdom come 
to: Give us this day our daily bread. Did the Saviour not find 
the third petition very important? That cannot be the reason. 
Those explainers would be right, who say that this petition 
actually is already included in the second. If you pray for 
the coming of God's Kingdom, then in that is included, that 

at the same time you ask that you may do the will of the Father. 
Yet Christ has taken this petirion in Matthew 6 into the Lord's 
prayer. He teaches us with this to pray with power that God's 
Kingdom may come because of that we will do the will of the 
Father. Here it is about that doing. Not to be submissive to 
God's will. 

Actually many people take this petition in the manner off: 
You have to approve what God in his will has decided. When 
somebody becomes ill and it looks like he will not get better, 
comforters sometimes say: you have to get to the stage, that 
you can say: thy will be done. Sometimes in funeral speeches 
there is talk like this. By itself it cannot be rejected to 
encourage each other to be in harmony with God's holy will. 
Here you may think about Job when he said: the Lord gave and 
the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised. 
Paul writes in to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 12 vers 9, 
that the Lord has said to him: My grace is sufficient for you. 
He has learned to be in harmony with God who had given him a 
thorn in his flesh. 

Congregation, only the Saviour does not aim at this in this 

petition. It is not about that we approve God's decree. 

So has the (dutch) rhymed version of the Lord's prayer understood 

it as it lets us sing in stanza 4: "It is majesty in all what 

Thou does, that all be submissive to this". But much closer 

to what the Saviour teaches us here to pray is in the last line 

of this stanza: and do your commands with joy. 
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Christ wants to teach us to pray to do those commands. Pay 
attention to the order of the petitions of the Lord's prayer. 
In this third petition Christ teaches us to pray after the 
question about the hallowing of God's name and also after the 
question for the coming of his Kingdom. First you pray that 
God's name be hallowed over the whole world. In that you have 
your own share: there you pray that because of us God's name 
is not blasphemed but praised. In the second place you ask for 
the coming of the God's Kingdom. With that you involve yourself: 
you pray, says Lordsday 48 that you may submit yourself to God's 
will. How can you ask for this, if you yourself do not do God's 
holy will? You could also say: that first and that second 
petition come to us in the third petition, in the concreteness 
of our existence. Father, it is our heartfelt desire that through 
us thy name be hallowed. Because of that teach us to do thy 
will day after day. And Father it is our heartfelt desire that 
thy Kingdom comes, also through our obedience to you. Father 
because of that teach us to do thy will in our concrete existence 
in this world. Even teach us to do thy will without any protest. 
Father, only thy will is good. Ours is depraved. Teach us to 
conquer our own will and only to obey thy will. 

( * ) Congregation, you are with this in the heart of the third 
petition. To understand this in its full depth, the old reformed 
theologians used a distinction, about which you may have learned 
in your Catechism class. They distinguished by God's will in 
the will of the resolution and the will of the command. With 
the will of God's resolution they mean God's councel that goes 
over all things. God has in his councel, in his program for 
the history of the world, taken up the whole course of the world 
history. He perseveres that councel through his sovereign will. 
Here we do not ask for the perseverance of his councel. The 
Lord does this Himself, regardless of what is attempted against 
that councel by satan and God's enemies. In a manner of speaking 
the Lord will take care of this himself. He governs all things 
with his mighty and sovereign will. 

However when your Saviour here teaches you to pray for the doing 
of God's will, He has an eye on the will of God's command, God 
has given us his commands. He has proclaimed to us his law. 
Christ now rouses in our heart through this petition the fervent 
desire that we carry out God's commands. To say it once more 
with another distinction of the old theologians: here it is 
not about the hidden will of God, about his councel which He 
himself has made, but to what He has revealed to us in his law. 
This He has proclaimed to us and to our children. 
With this the great gravity and depth come upon you in this 
third petition. Your confession formulates this very eloquently. 
It says, give that we and all people renounce our own will and 
without contradiction to obey your will, which alone is good. 
You are with the doing of God's will involved with heart and 
soul. Here you are addressed to your own responsibility. This 
third petition also brings you into conflict with yourself. 
It is about that you renounce your own will. That brings you 
into a heavy struggle with yourself. Here Christ does ask for 
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path of God : s commandments? 

Don't you pray: Thy will be done. But then it should not only 
be with prayer in your life, then you also have to do God's 
will. What do you say? That this is so difficult? That is true. 
It asks for struggle, but does the Lord not give you the strenght 
to, without contradiction, do his will? Do you always suffer 
defeat? Does the cross of self-denial press heavily on your 
shoulders? Is the sin so deeply rooted in you that you cannot 
surmount it? 
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there a beneficial power for all men in this petition. 

For the whole human race which tramples on God T s will and goes 

its own way. 
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3. So we come to the last part of what we want to discuss with 
you in this third petition. We saw that it is here not about 
a false submission, not about a passive surrender to the will 
of God. Here it is about faith-obedience, doing away with our 
own will and the doing of God's will, which alone is good, 
without any contradiction. Abraham's example is very eloquent. 
But yet we have not told you everything about the third petition. 
Christ himself has given us an example which exceeds that of 
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He instructs us to pray to do God's will on earth as 
heaven . 

lse does the Saviour here refer to than to the angel 
? What lies there a power in that word "as". Christ 
say here: "like" in heaven, but "as" in heaven. Ther 
imaginative power visible in the words: as the ange 
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Congregation, you know the will of the Lord, He has this clearly 

revealed to you in his Word. You may fold your hands and pray 

to do the will of your Father. Our Father, which art in heaven, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Who prays like this and also wihout contradiction does the will 

of the Father, will be called saved by Christ* But who does 

pray this third petition but does not live up to it , shall be 

beaten with many blows. 

Lord, teach us to pray and to do. 



Amen . 



Guide my feet, Lord, and teach me, 

Be my Helper, I beseech Thee, 

And unite my heart and aim 

In Thy truth, to fear Thy Name. 

Great Thou art, Thou shalt reward me, 

In Thy mercy Thou did save 

Me, Thy servant, from the grave. 

Psalm 86 stanza 4. 



* Both " besluit and raadsbesluit " translated as "councel" 
however raadsbesluit in this context could mean: predestination. 
See page 417, beginning with: U bent daarmee gemeente etc. 
(One third down the page) 



Correction 



ijorrection : 
Last Hymn LD 45 is Hymn 47 
Last Hymn LD 46 is Hymn 47 
Last Hymn LD 47 is Hymn 47 
Last Hymn LD 48 is Hymn 47 
Last Hymn LD 49 is Hymn 47 

LD r s 50 to 52 I caught. 
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Lordsday 50. 

The fourth petition: Give us this day our daily bread 



Sermon by the late 
Dr R.H.Bremmer 
Enschede , 
The Netherlands. 

Translated by 
Ralph Winkel , 
Edmonton, Alta. 



Reading: Deuteronomy 8: 1-20 

Text Lordsday 50 

Psalm 145 : 1,4 

After the law: Psalm 65 : 2 

After the creed: Psalm 146 : 3 

Hymn : n^-»e^ffl^a^a-H. e *S7 / ^ ^ 9 * &> 

Psalm 36 : 2 

Psalm 23 : 3. 



Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ 
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for you receive your bread for Christ's sake. Here you also 
learn to pray to God the Holy Spirit. He teaches you to put 
your trust for your daily bread in the Lord alone and not on 
any creation. 
So today we will speak to you about: 

THE FOURTH PETITION OF THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

We pay attention to this petition in relation to 

1. God the Father our Creator; 

2. God the Son our Redeemer: 

3. God the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies us. 

1. Rightly it has been pointed out, that Christ has laid a fine 
sequence in the petitions of the Lord's prayer. As such your 
Saviour is a great Architect* who has erected the building of 
the prayer with great care. Christ did not place these six 
petitions in a random manner. No, He brought a holy order in 
this. To this we will pay our attention. Than the meaning of 
this fourth petition will be emphasized. 

You can arrange the six seperate petitions in the Lord's prayer 
in what we call two prayer tables. The first table encompass 
the first three petitions and lays God's cause close to your 
heart. The second with the last three petitions concentrates 
you on the cause of us as being God's children. 

Well, in the Lord' prayer Christ first brings the cause of God 
before our attention. We pray: hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. In this 
Christ makes God's cause ours. First of all his cause asks for 
our prayer-attention . And then, in the last three petitions 
of the Lord's prayer we at our turn make God's cause our cause. 
We lay our daily bread, the forgiveness of our debts and the 
deliverance of our temptations at the heart of the Father. 
Everything is about us and about ours. Now Christ makes our 
human causes of bread and forgiveness of debts and deliverance 
of temptations a cause of the Lord. 

With this not everything has been said about the order of the 
petitions in this second prayer-table. Christ also has arranged 
the last three petitions carefully. First the cause of our daily 
bread. That is the very first we lay in this second prayer-table 
on God's heart. Later after this come our debt and as last the 
question to be delivered from the distress of temptation. 
Actually is this not strange? Does our daily bread have to be 
first to our hearts? Is the forgiveness of our debts not more 
important? Should this not take the first place? And than the 
deliverance from the power of the evil one? Is that not more 
intrusive? We can imagine that you think in that direction and 
yet this is not right. Here you may think about what the apostle 
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15 verse 46: The spiritual did 
not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 
What does the apostle mean with this? Well, very sober and clear, 
that when you speak about spiritual things with God, first you 
have to be there as a human being, have to exist. How can a 
person pray for forgiveness of sins if he is worn out by poverty? 
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were miracles by God. Israel 
feeding of the crowds was a miracle 
great miracles. And here, in the 
t wonderbread but about plain simple 
ation, there are enough reasons 
nders with this "fourth petition. 
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Indeed: every word in this fourth petition has its own meaning. 
Take the word " daily ". We pray: give us this day our "daily" 
bread. The word that Christ uses in the Greek text only appears 
once in the New Testament. And that is especially here. It has 
been translated to "daily", but newer translations say: it means 
what you daily need. We found in the new edition on the Luther- 
Bible the translation: our needed bread (Unser notig Brot). 
That is a beautiful translation. It is about the bread that 
I need "today". If you want to put it in military terms: the 
daily ration. What Christ here means can be very nicely explained 
(elucidated) in what is written in Proverbs 30. 

There Solomon says: give me neither poverty or riches, but give 
me only my daily bread. The African Bible has: let me enjoy 
the bread that is intended for me. The proverb poet says; 
Or I may become poor and steal and so dishonour the name of 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

About Spurgeon, the wellknown English gospel-preacher goes the 
following story. Once a drunk addressed him and asked of Spurgeon 
to help him beat his drunkeness. 

Spurgeon answered: than you have to pray. Lord, the drunk prayed, 
last night I went out with the wrong friends. You do not pray 
right, said Spurgeon, you have to do it over again. Lord, prayed 
the drunk, last night I went to a bad place. No, said Spurgeon, 
still not right. You have to do it again. The man was at the 
end of his wits and asked the preacher if he would pray for 
him. Spurgeon than folded his hands and prayed for the man: 
Lord, last night I became drunk, but I really regret it. Will 
you help me to beat this? 

Congregation, such a simple story shows you, how concrete prayer 
has to be and has to go together with repentance. Spurgeon wanted 
to teach this man, that in prayer to God not to wriggle out 
of it but to confess your sins concretely. 

There, congregation, this fifth petition of the Lord T s prayer 
will help us. And forgive us, teaches the Saviour us here, our 
debts as we also have forgiven our debtors. Christ here puts 
their sins before his apostles concretely and shows them and 
us the way to heaven. You may not for a moment separate of the 
address of the Lord's prayer: our Father who art in heaven. 
It is a very direct and clear prayer. It is about "our" debt 
and about "our" forgiveness. The Catechism clearly shows us 
in this explanation what depths there are included in this. 
It does not only touch on the sins we do but also on the 
wickedness which is in us. But not only that. Your Saviour also 
wants to prod you to f orgivingness over against your neighbour. 
Do not underestimate the power of that word "as" in this 
petition . 

The forgiving by the Father of your debt in unseparately bound 
to your willingness to forgive the sins of your neighbour. 
It is not inconsiderable what Christ demands of you in this 
petition. We speak to you about 



THE FIFTH PETITION OF THE LORD'S PRAYER. 



1. It discovers us to ourselves; 

2. Makes us seek the plea-basis for forgiveness in Christ; 

3. It forces us to forgive our neighbour out of thankfulness. 

1. This fifth petition begins with the little word "and". 

And forgive us our debts. Your Saviour not for nought placed 

this word as the begin-word of this petition. He with this ties 

this fifth petition emphatically to the previous one. There 

is a strong coherence in the Lord's prayer between the different 

petitions. We pointed this already out to you in the previous 

Lordsdays. Christ did not put the different petitions mixed 

up beside each other. It is worth the effort to pay attentionto 

this again. Then unfolds for us the architecture of the Lord's 

prayer . 

In the previous Lordsdays you have already been told that in 

the first three petitions it is about God's cause. In them we 

lay those before the Lord. In the second trio we pray for our 

daily bread. As a human being you have to exist first before 

you can speak about the bond with your Father in heaven. 

Our spiritual life cannot bloom if we go under in the natural 

life. Someone who dies of hunger, does not get around to the 

service of God. That is why your Saviour places the fourth 

petition, for our daily bread, first in this trio. But to that 

He with this word "and" immediately ties the fifth petition 

to it. The one about the forgiveness of your sins. In a manner 

of speaking; your heavenly Father first puts the bread on the 

table to feed you. Then after that you are going to pray for 

a redeeming relationship with Him. The one is just as necessary 

as the other. I as a human in God's covenant cannot be without 

my daily sandwich, my potatoes and vegetables. I also cannot 

be without the forgiveness of my sins. 

Do we have to pray our whole life long for the forgiveness of 

our trespasses? Perhaps you find this a strange question. You 

may think: but that teaches the Lord Jesus us in this fifth 

petition? Yet there are christians who have difficulty with 

this. And really not because they do not take their sins 

seriously. Just the opposite is the case. 

Only: they believe that our sins are already forgiven. They 

say: Did the Lord Jesus not die for our sins on Golgotha? 

Did He then not already pour out his blood for our debt? 

It is said, so they say, in 2 Corinthians 5 verse 9 that God 

was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ? Doea not Paul 

write in Romans 5 verse 1: therefore since we have been justified 

through faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ? Does David not sing in Psalm 32 verse 1: Blessed is 

he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

There even have been christians, who said: this fifth petition 

is timely up to Golgotha, but after that it is not needed 

anymore. Then once and for all the sins have been forgiven. 

Abraham Kuiper, one of the most important explainers of the 

Catechism in the previous age, was actually in agreement with 

these christians. He powerfully brought to the fore, that we 

in one time, in God's eternal councel, have been acquitted of 




God renews in us the consciousness that us the sins have been 
forgiven. He gives us internal, in our conscience, the 
conviction, the consciousness, that God through all eternity 
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had difficulty to pray this petition time and again as a 
a "fresh" petition. To those who wrestle with this we point 
art of Scripture from Leviticus 6 that we have read 
a part out of the many regulations out 
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him, he will not forgive your rebellion, since My Name is in 
him. Who rebellious is against the Angel of the Lord, is 
rebellious over against God. Then He does not forgive the sins. 
Here you see how the Lord in his covenant deals with his people. 
It is definitely not: once forgiven, for always forgiven. 
In the covenant in which we live with the Lord, we can load 
debt on us, which interfere with the covenant-relationship. 
That can only be restored through repentance and prayer for 
forgiveness . 

That is how it was in Israel, in the old covenant. Is it really 
different in the new covenant? For sure: God was in Christ 
reconciling the world with himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them. Scripture is full of rich promises of forgiveness 
and reconciliation. How wonderful the Psalms speak about this. 
WE already spoke about Psalm 32 and now think about Psalm 
103 verse 10: He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay 
us according to our iniquities. As a Father has compassion on 
his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him. 
And then very significantly follows: for He knows how we are 
formed, He remembers that we are dust. Or that moving Psalm 
130: But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 
Think what Psalm 103 says in regard the praising after the Lord's 
Supper. In that you hear of such mighty promises over God T s 
congregation . 

All those promises root, congregation, in the finished work 
of your Saviour. He has through his outpoured blood laid the 
foundation for that. But they are promises. God imparts them 
to us through the Holy Spirit in the way of faith. The form 
of baptism says it so fine that the holy Spirit imparts - what 
is that a beautiful word - what we have in Christ, namely, the 
cleansing from our sins and the daily renewal of our lives. 
But then we have to impart those promises to us also in the 
way of prayer. 

To use an example: what do you do when you in the high mountains 
have made a long hike. Then you tired and thirsty. And look: 
their is a clear mountain creek before your feet. You kneel 
and scoop water and you drink it. You quench your thirst and 
get new strenght . Delicious, that cool cristalclear water. 
Now, like this your Saviour lets in this fifth petition the 
cristalclear water of the forgiveness of sins stream past you. 
He grants us, by teaching us this petition, a great boldness 
to go to God with our debt. You may not for a moment separate 
this petition from the beginning of the Lord's prayer. 
Here you cry to your heavenly Father for forgiveness. Indeed, 
the blood of Christ, writes the apostle John, purifies us from 
all unrighteousness (1 John 1 verse 9). That is an unshakable 
firm promise. Only: we have to kneel at this creek of the 
forgiveness. You have to scoop and drink. That is why the 
explanation of this fifth petition here also begins with 
humiliation over our sins. Answer 126 lets us pray the described 
petition: For the sake of Christ's blood do not impute to us, 
wretched sinners, any of our transgressions. Time and again 
we make our heavenly Father angry. We are no angels but humans 
of flesh and blood. 
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Then we become very upset. How often do we miss the aim of our 
life in the association with our neighbour, in our jealousy, 
in our egotisme, in our greediness. That are our sins. But now 
Christ also uses in Matthew 6 the word debts. So we also pray 
the Lord's prayer: forgive us our debts. 

Now you understand the difference between these words. With 
sin it is about what you do wrong, but with debt it is about 
what did not do " and what you should have done". Your Saviour 
lets you with that word debts contrast to the depth of your 
sinning. To what you should have done but what you did not do. 
There in it is about your shortcoming over against your heavenly 
Father. He asks from you perfect love for Him. When is this 
done rightly? Where is that perfect love to the Father in your 
life? He asks from you perfect love to your neighbour. When 
is this done rightly? How great are not your shortcomings in 
what the Father demands from you? 

Answer 126 surely also thinks about this as it speaks of 
"wretched" sinners and of " our transgressions ". 
We are "wretched" sinners because of the shortcoming, the debt 
of our lives over against our heavenly Father. That word 
"transgressions" does not only imply what you did wrong, but 
also what your shortcoming is over against God. 
Congregation, who here is scott-free? Who can deny, that he 
especially on this point, increases his debt daily over against 
God? Christ confronts you in that word "debts" with the living 
God himself. Who shall not say with Psalm 130: 

If you, Lord, kept a record of my sins, Lord who could stand? 
(verse 3) Is the shortcoming of your life over against God not 
awfully great? 

And yet congregation we are not there yet. Answer 126 bares 
deeper our being in debt over against God, Praying this fifth 
petition and baring it in its depth, still adds something to 
it. It also asks not to impute to us, the evil-in the old text: 
wickedness- which is always in us. You must concede: here this 
answer pulls of the mask of our life. Here it penetrates into 
the depth of our sin and debt. Behind your missing of the aim 
of your life and behind the shortcoming, the debt of your life, 
lies your inborn evil. This smoulders under the surface of your 
life. It is like a vulcano. It can slumber for years so that 
the fire which glows in the deep is not noticed. But suddenly 
it can erupt and spit fire. Is it different in our life? 
Can sometimes not suddenly original sin and evil that slumbers 
in us erupt to the outside? Think about David, in the fifty- 
first Psalm which he composed after his gross sins with Bathseba 
and Uriah? Suddenly he discovered where the root of these gross 
sins lie. See, he cries out, I was sinful at birth, sinful from 
the time my mother conceived me. David knew how that evil that 
still always is in us, suddenly can explode to the outside. 
So gauges the explanation of the fifth petition in answer 126 
the depth of our sinful existence. Here you are not only 
discovered to what you daily do wrong over against God and your 
neighbour, but also what your shortcoming is over against God. 
About what you had to do and did not do. And also what lays 
behind this: you having been conceived and born in sin. 



2. God be praised, answer 126 does not stop with this. 

What sound the words "forgive us" here liberating in our ears. 

The word forgive, that your Saviour here uses, actually means 

in the original: send away, do away with it. In the time of 

the Lord it was used in the courts. The judge had examined the 

accusation, he had weighed the charge and after that he acquitted 

He send the now acquitted innocent on his way. Congregation, 

hear, on what ground this heavenly Father acquits you. He does 

not acquit you for shortage of proof or something like that. 

No, He acquits you, says answer 126, for the sake of Christ's 

blood. Someone once said: those words for the sake of Christ's 

blood, the Catechism has inserted there. 

Did the Lord Jesus himself not use them? The thought about the 

reconciliation through the atonement would have been carried 

in this fifth petition through the Catechism. As if, congregation 

also this petition does not hark back to the address of the 

perfect prayer. On the Our Father, who art in heaven. As if 

in that address the adoption to be his children on the ground 

of the blood of the Saviour is not included. In this petition 

you may stand with both feet on that firm rock of our salvation: 

the finished work of Jesus Christ. 

Once again, what is that word forgiveness a comforting word. 

The bible uses all kinds of different words for it, like: 

make extinct, cover, throw into the depth of the sea. All those 

words show how intensively the Lord is concerned about our sins, 

and gets involved. He does away with them. He crushes them, 

in one word: He forgives them. And that is on the ground of 

Christ f s blood . 

Congregation, here think about what Scripture tells us about 

the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur. Aaron had to lay his hands 

on the ram which was send away. With that he in a sense laid 

the sins of the people on that ram, which after that was send 

into the desert. When an Israelite was cleansed of his leprosy, 

the priest had to dip a bird in a barrel with blood and water, 

and then let it fly away. So the uncleanness was done away with. 

So the Lord also does away our uncleanness and debt once and 

for all. He has laid those sins and debts of ours on his dear 

Son. He does away with them for His sake. That He does in the 

way of your faith and your prayer. Time and again you may think 

about the cross that was erected on Golgotha and on which you 

now plead in prayer. Also do not not oversee that little word 

"us" congregation. Here you are standing in prayer in the 

communion with all of God's people. You are standing here as 

a praying and pleading congregation before God's throne. In 

my prayer I also cannot separate myself from the whole situation 

of God's church, of its slowness, of its slackness in prayer, 

of its unbelief. I live in its midst, I share in its guilt. 

You bear all that before the throne of God. You not only pray 

particularly for yourself . ______ ______ - 

You pray with whole the community of God's church: forgive 
"us"our debts Lord. 



3. So we come to the last that this fifth petition brings before 
your prayer-attention. It discovers you to yourself, he made 
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us seek our plea-ground in Christ, He also pushes us to 
thankfulness. For your Saviour adds: as we also forgive our 
debtors. Who does not think right away about Christ T s parable 
from Matthew 18? There Peter asked the Saviour how many times 
he would have to forgive his neighbour. He already used a high 
number: up to seven times? What, answered your Saviour, up to 
seven times? Up to seventy times seven times. Unimaginable many. 
After that the Saviour tells the parable of the man whose debt 
of ten thousand talents was cancelled. Approxemately forty 
million dollars. In those days an astronomical figure. But when 
his brother asked him to cancel a hundred denari, forty or fifty 
dollars, he had him thrown into prison untill he could pay the 
debt. Then his king got angry and in his turn let this ungrateful 
servant be turned over to the jailers to be tortured untill 
he paid back all that he owed. Christ himself gives you the 
application of this parable. He says, this is how my heavenly 
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 
from your heart, (verse 35) 

Congregation, how important is this word "as". As we also forgive 
our debtors. Most of the explainers are always fast to say, 
that the word "as" not has to say, that our forgiveness ground 
is for God's forgiveness. That indeed is not so. Answer 126 
wants to cut off this misunderstanding by proclaiming that it 
is a testimony of God's grace, when we have the sure intention 
to forgive our neighbour from the heart. No, our forgiveness 
is not the ground for God's forgiveness. Your confession lets 
with this explanation perceive how difficult it is to forgive 
the other person. It is by the grace of God that we are able 
to do it. 

But that word "as" does pinch here. Look at the text of the 
fifth petition in Luke 11. There your Saviour does not use the 
word "as" but the word "for" we also forgive anyone , who sins 
against us. Who lives out of grace, wrote an old exegete, has 
to live in grace and because of that forgive. What do you say? 
Is it so difficult? That is true. Especially if the other person 
does not want to acknowledge his debt over against us. And still 
forgive? Yes sure, congegregation , than still forgive. 
Seventy times seven times says your Saviour. That is to say: 
innumerable often. We can through all kinds of issues and 
quarrels sicken a congregation. What can it go hard against 
hard in God's congregation. But in the other way around, what 
can a congregation which wants to live out of God's grace and 
can forgive, bloom as a rose in the desert. 
No, our forgiveness is not ground for God's forgiveness. 
But can the Lord forgive us if we are not willing to forgive 
our neighbour? Does here not lay that word "for" from Luke 11 
a great claim on our heart to forgive the other his debt? 
Listen congregation, what Christ adds to this petition in Matthew 
6. These words: For if you forgive men when they sin against 
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you 
do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins. Has your Saviour himself not given the example when 
He prayed on the cross: Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing? 



Amen. 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With this Lordsday 52 you have come to the end of the Catechism. 
In 52 Lordsdays it has unfolded to you the only comfort in life 
and death. It began with you in the first Lordsday to put that 
only comfort before your eyes. It testified that you are Christ's 
You are his possession. He has bought you with his precious 
blood. You are His in life and in death. Then He took you by 
the hand and led you around in that firm building of the only 
comfort. He showed you all the aspects of it. How that comfort 
comforts you in the midst of misery, in which you have thrown 
yourself. He proclaimed it to you with power in that part of 
your redemption. He also showed you how this comfort obliges 
you and stimulates to a thankful life before God ! s face. 
You, with this Lordsday 52, not only have come to the end of 
the explanation of the only comfort. Now you are also at the 
end of the explanation of the Lord's prayer. Your confession 
has explained to you petition after petition of this perfect 
prayer. It did not only ask for your attention for the sixth 
petition, but also for the praise with which the Lord's prayer 
ends: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power. and the glory, 
for ever. Also in that praise, which at the same time is your 
plea-ground, confronts your confession you with the only comfort 
in life and death. That does the last Lordsday even with the 
last word of your prayer, the word "amen". 

Congregation, there lies something triumphant in the explanation 
of this last petition and of this praise. And also in the 
closingword. In there lies something eschatologic , an outlook 
to the coming of the great Kingdom of God. You could compare 
it with a great concert. As the end nears, more tension enters 
the hall. All the eyes are focussed on the conductor. With his 
baton he guides the last chords. Often there is a fiery contrast. 
Suddenly, than there is the closing chord and the end. 
Often this is listened too in silence. 

So it is also with the Catechism and with the Lord's prayer. 
High chords were struck: of God is the Kingdom, of God is the 
power and the glory. There is outlook on eternity. And it shall 
be true and sure. Once again: there lies somethiing triumphant, 
something of the great victory of God over all the devilish 
powers. You may also read this last Lordsday against the 
background of the book Revelations of John. But at the same 



time you may read this conclusion of the Catechism against the 
background of Lordsday 1. This is intertwined up to the very 
end. That is why we speak to you today about: 

YOUR ONLY COMFORT IN THE CONCLUSION OF THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

We pay attention too: 

1. The last petition; 

2. The last plea-ground; 

3 . the last word . 

1. Already before we asked for your attention to the fine manner 
in which your Saviour composed the Lord's prayer. We will not 
go into this anymore but we want you to pay attention to the 
following. You see that in the Lord's prayer God himself is 
central in the first three petitions. It is about his name, 
his Kingdom, his holy will. We also pray in those first three 

^-petitions that God's cause also may become ours. Then we lay 
in the last three petitions our cause, our need and misery, 
our guilt and struggle before the Lord. We ask in those last 

A three petitions if He will make our cause His. 

However with that not everything has been said. The Lord Jesus 
tied those last three petitions closely together. Look at it. 
In the very first of those three last petitions He confronts 
us with the "this day" of our need, namely "today". Give us 
this day, today, our daily bread. We can, Lord, not do a step 
in your service if Thou does not give us our sustenance today. 
After this we look at yesterday and the day before yesterday. 
Forgive us our trespasses against Thee and our shortcomings 
in your service. Will Thou please draw a line through this. 
But if you may think, that now you are finished with bringing 
your needs before God, then you are mistaken. Your Saviour 
continues with one more petition. You stand as christians, also 
after the forgiveness, still in the center of temptation. This 
goes on, till the end of your life. That is why your Saviour 
lets you see to the future. The devil and the old nature do 
not stop to tempt you, sometimes up to the deathbed. That is 
why the Saviour gives you now this sixth petition: and do not 
lead us into temptation but deliver us from the evil one. 
Little words, congregation, sometimes have a deep meaning in 
the Lord's prayer. So it is with this first word of the sixth 
petition: "and" lead us not into temptation. With this your 
Saviour ties this sixth petition very closely to the fifth. 
We haven't prayed yet for our forgiveness and testified that 
we will forgive our debtors or this petition comes along: 
"and" lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil 
one . 

Are that two separate petitions, congregation? Do you pray here 
for two apart causes? Does your Saviour teach you here first 
to pray not to be led into temptation and than as second: to 
be delivered from the evil one? That would be the case if Christ 
had not tied these two parts of sixth petition so close together 
with the word "but". "But" deliver us from evil. 
That word "but" shows clearly: it is one cause which you here 



ask from your Father. But it has two sides. In the first place 
you pray not to be led into temptation but immediately after 
that your Saviour teaches you also to pray, if you end up in 
that temptation, to be delivered from the evil one. 
What has this answer 127 tied these two parts closely together. 
Exactly like with the previous petitions it explains the prayer- 
words of Christ in prayer-form. Your confession does this by 
etching your life in the center of temptation. From ourselves 
we are so weak, it outlines our our life-situation, that we 
ourselves cannot stand up for a moment. Our sworn enemies do 
not stop for a moment to tempt us. It calls them those sworn 
enemies, it does not lie about it. They are the devil, the world 
and our own flesh: formidable enemies. In the midst of this 
temptation we pray: o, God keep us standing and strenghten us 
through the power of your Holy Spirit. Give us that we in that 
spiritual struggle not get the worst of it. Have us give powerful 
resistance till we at the end will win the victory. 
It is clear, congregation, that answer 127 wants to bind on 
our souls: Watch out, every day you are confronted with your 
mortal enemies. It does hide anything. But four-square over 
against those mortal enemies stands your God. You pray to Him 
with all your power that He will keep you standing through his 
Holy Spirit. Lord, we pray here, You are powerful not to bring 
us into temptation. But if it comes that far, keep us than 
standing and make us victorious. So your confession unites the 
both sides of this sixth petition into one prayer. 

There is one point in this last petition, that in the explanation 
of the Catechism does not come clearly to the fore. That is 
the fact, that Christ here teaches us to pray to our Father, 
that He will not lead us into temptation. Answer 127, goes from 
the premise, that we already are in the midst of temptation. 
But in this petition we clearly pray, that we not come into 
temptation, not led into it. 

Here rise some difficult questions for us. Can God do that, 
leading his children into temptation? Is that Godly work? 
Temptation: is that not being pushed by the devil to commit 
sins? Temptation: is that not that your sworn enemies are trying 
to get you into their power? That the devil has a hand in this 
is clear. But God? Does James, the servant of Jesus Christ, 
not write in his letter: When tempted, no one should say, "God 
is tempting me". For, he contimues, God cannot be tempted by 
evil nor does He tempt anyone. (James 1 verse 3) 

But why do we pray then: lead us not into temptation? Once again 
here we touch on difficult questions. It is about the relation 
of God to evil and to the devil. Surely, there may not be a 
single doubt about this with you: God is far from the evil. 
He is the holy and majestic God. God is light, says John 
(John 1 verse 5), in Him there is no darkness at all. 
But than does the evil, does the devil than do this outside 
of God? Is God than passive over against evil? Is God a God, 
which let the devil do his thing passively? Surely not. 
He gives the devil some play-room but not any further than He, 
God, permits. Once Luther has used an example of a yard-dog, 
which barking loudly comes to you as you near the farmyard. 



Such an animal can scare you to death, but suddenly you notice 
that he cannot get any further than that his chain extends. 
To say it real clearly: The Lord has the devil on his chain. 
That is not to say that he within that reach cannot do us 
horrible harm. 

Congregation, in this connection read: Revelations 12. There 
in detail is spoken about the power of the devil. It shows us 
the war which ignited between the dragon, the ancient serpent, 
the devil on the one side and God assisted by Michael and his 
angels on the other side. It was satan's great revolution against 
God. Then suddenly John hears a voice from the heaven: the 
accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before God day and 
night, has been hurled down. (Revelations 12 verse 10) 
At the same time this voice cries out the woe over all the 
inhabitants of the earth: for the devil is filled with fury, 
because he knows that his time is short, (verse 12) Especially 
because satan knows that his time is short and his kingdom on 
earth will be finished, because of that his fury is great. 
We should not underestimate the power of the devil. 

In that war against God the devil puts up those both other mortal 
enemies, which answer 127 names here. You could speak about 
two enemies outside the fortress, the devil and the world and 
"one" enemy inside the fortress: our own flesh. Enemies inside 
the besieged fortress are very dangerous. They are no more than 
traitors. In our own lives, in our own flesh, sometimes demonic 
powers work. And says, answer 127, they do not cease to attack 
us. Each one of us knows his own sins and the power of his own 
flesh best. In the middle ages the roman catholic church had 
lists of sins, to which people were tested when they did 
confession. Luckely the Reformation did not copy this. Everyone 
has to test himself according to God's holy law. Someone who 
is open to love of money knows how this can get you in its grasp. 
What can sensuality drag along a person on the way of sin. 
Luther once said, that sensuality was the sin of youth, ambition 
the sin of the middle-aged and love of money the sin of old 
age. Whatever may be the case: the tempting power of the devil 
is great. Answer 127 says, he does not cease to attack us. 
And yet, congregation, the devil is submissive to the power 
of God. God does use him to test his won. To light up the gold 
of the faith that really is present with his children. Think 
about the story of Abraham, who had to sacrifice his son Isaac. 
After these things, says Genesis 22 verse 1, God tested Abraham. 
When you read this, you hold your breath. Abraham had experienced 
a lot in his life, but now comes the deciding test. You better 
believe that the devil dripped poisonous thoughts in Abrahams 
spirit. He had to take his son, his only, and go to Moria and 
to sacrifice him on one of the mountains which God would show 
him. How can God do this the devil threw into Abraham's spirit. 
God went very far with Abraham. Then Abraham rose early in the 
morning, and saddled his donkey. It is written so simply, but 
it must have been hard on Abraham. You better believe that during 
the three days of Abraham f s travel the devil was in action. 
And still, Paul writes later Abraham believed that God gives 
life to the dead. Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed 



and so has endured the test. (Romans 4: 17,18) 
But sometimes, congregation, it also happens differe 
Think about David and the census. In that the Lord s 
that temptation can come from two sides, from God's 
from the side of the devil. In 2 Samuel 24 verse 1 i 
God incited David and said: Go count Israe; and Juda 
1 Cronicles 21 verse one, where the same story is to 
it says that the devil incited David to count Israel 
In a manner of speaking God came from one side and t 
from the other. They both threw David's faith in the 
melting-pot. Then David succombed to the temptation 
God's mercy which later on saved him. 

Now, congregation, does your confession go to far wh 
that the devil and both those other sworn enemies no 
to attack us? Aren't we dead-beat sometimes? Think a 
and his struggle to hold on to God when satan had br 
on the garbage pile behind his house. Did God not le 
friends go to the very end to contend with Job? Can 
sorrow sometimes not make us doubt God? 
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And yet. What does answer 127 give us a powerful hold. How fine 
the Catechism here combines those both parts of this petition 
of the Lord's prayer in this one strong petition: that is why 
we pray You: Wilt Thou, therefore, uphold and strenghten us, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, so that in this spiritual war, 
we may not go down to defeat. There is a power that keeps you 
standing, through all kinds of temptations. Without that power 
you would be nowhere. It is the power of your Saviour, which 
keeps you standing through the Holy Spirit. 

Here think about the beginning of this sermon when we spoke 
about the only comfort which has been given to us in Christ. 
How Christ himself has been in the fire of temptation. He has 
taught his diciples this petition shortly after satan had tempted 
Him in the desert. The tempter is satan's name in Matthew 4 
verse 3. He said to your Saviour: If you are the Son of God, 
tell these stones to become bread. Then the Saviour appealed 
on: It is written. And with the second and third temptation 
again: It is written. He held unto this with all his power. 
So He has believed himself through all those three temptations. 
Unto Him and his finished work also in his temptations, you 
may hold unto, congregation, in temptations and struggle. 
He later said to Peter that satan desires to sift him like wheat, 
but He, your Saviour, has prayed for him, so that your faith 
may not fail. (Luke 22: 32) That intercession is there also for 
you today. He also prays for you that your faith in the most 
bitter temptations will not fail. He is amidst all struggles 
and temptations your only comfort. That is why the confession 
here in answer 127 can speak of victory. You find in this 
petition and in Christ's finished work, that stands behind it, 
the power to remain standing and not to get the worst of it. 
Yes, here the view to the total victory has been opened for 
you. Father, you may pray here, sometimes it is so difficult. 
Sometimes the power of the evil one is so strong in our lives. 
Father, we are ashaming us away from before you. But Father, 



we see up to our Intercessor with you in heaven. You have 
promised that You soon will crush satan under your feet. 
(Romans 16: 20) Father do this on account of our only Comforter. 
Here, congregation, also think about the eschatologic view that 
John shows us in Revelations 15. There he sees the singers 
standing at the sea of glass and they sing the hymn of Moses 
and the Lamb. They had, says John, been victorious over the 
beast and his image and over the number of his name. They have 
prayed their whole life long: lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from the evil one. Now they see how the evil one 
is thrown in the lake of burning sulfur. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, we may pray along with them: 
it becomes so difficult in the world. Powers of unbelief, of 
secularization and of church-desertion are pressing. Father, 
we are so weak. Father, do not bring us in the snare of the 
evil one. But if You lead us into temptation and give satan 
permission to tempt us, keep us than standing. Father, close 
to your Son, our only comfort. 

2. So we have been allowed to explain to you the last petition. 
But still the perfect prayer has not come to the end. It also 
points you triumphantly, at the end, to the last plea-ground 
that Christ has inserted in it for us. For, it continues, Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever. When you 
read the Lord's prayer in your bible in the New Translation, 
you see that these words are between brackets (In Dutch 
bibles, but in our N.I.V. they are not mentioned.) That means 
that there are manuscripts in which these words do not appear. 
Because of this the roman catholics leave them out. They end 
the Lord's prayer with the sixth petition and than say only: 
Amen. 

You may leave the question which manuscripts here turned the 
scale, unanswered. It has to be sure to you, that these words 
are thoroughly scriptural. Time and again they come back in 
the praise-hymns of angels and the blessed ones in heaven. In 
these words you may read your whole faith. Also congregation 
pay attention to the word "For". With that this hymn of praise 
joins immediately to the sixth petition. Christ lays in this 
hymn of praise a plea-ground under your feet, as strong as 
concrete . 

If there is still one moment that fear rises in your heart that 
the devil yet would get the upper hand in your life, here this 
is swept away. Here you pray: for of You, Lord, is the Kingdom. 
Your prayer is addressed straight to God, the God of the 
covenant. What interpretes the book of Revelations by John God's 
mighty kingship. Read it against the background of the fiery 
temptations, of which it speaks. Read in its drawing of the 
horrible power of the devil and of the beast out of the sea 
and out of the earth. What will be the result? What is the last 
thing it shows us? It will end in the new Jerusalem, a city 
without a temple, which comes down from God out of heaven. 
What will be the result? To the forever locking up of the dragon 
and of the kingdom of death in the eternal perdition. 
"For Thine is the kingdom" we confess here in prayer. Here is 



the faith of God's church in the power of God and of his Christ. 
Of that the angels also sing when the dragon has been beaten. 
What a plea-ground. 

Congregation, here turns the ending of the Lord's prayer back 
to the beginning. Our Father, who art in heaven, so you began 
your prayer. You began with Him, our Father, above in his royal 
palace. After that you stood with your prayers in the center 
of the struggle here on earth between God's church and the 
satanic powers. You prayed if the Father would destroy all the 
works of satan and every power that raises against itself against 
Him. Now at the end you say: "For Thine is the Kingdom. The 
victory is assured. God is king and Jesus Christ has accepted 
the kingship. Even -if we do not see any of this in this world, 
it may be as firm to you as a rock: The Kingdom is God's and 
Christ has the victory. 

And than: and Thine is the power. Here we think about the third 
petition: Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 
With that you prayed that you without objections may obey 
God's will, which alone is good. What is the holy will of God 
trampled on by this earth. Today's man kicks against it. He 
wants to decide what is allowed and what is not. And still God 
perseveres with his will in this world. Straight against the 
chaos of this world. From Him is the power. Who can oppose Him? 
Than the last: Thine is the glory forever. Here our thoughts 
go to the first petition: Thy name be hallowed. There it was 
about the honouring and praising of God's holy name. What is 
right about this in this world? How is the holy name of God 
besmeared and defiled today by the media, by journalists and 
broadcasters. And yet God's church cries straight against this; 
Of Thine is the glory forever. Who is able to lay one stain 
on God? Does the glory of his holy name not shine over this 
world? Don't the saints above with the angels together sing 
of the glory of God's name? Did John not hear them sing: 
To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
honour and glory and power, for ever and ever? ( Rev. 5: 13) 
Yes, in those last words of this hymn of praise, which at the 
same time is a plea-ground, our prayer climbs up from time to 
eternity. With the prayer for your daily bread, for the 
forgiveness of your debt and the deliverance of the evil one, you 
stood in the center of these times, between Christ's first coming 
and his second coming, later on the clouds of heaven. 
Now in these last words, your prayer raises itself from time 
to eternity. It lifts you above the struggle and the chaos of 
life in these times to the glory of eternal life. The last word 
is to God and his eternal Kingdom, his eternal glory. Once God's 
glorious name shall be written in all the corners of the new 
earth . 

Congregation, what is our praying of the Lord's prayer often 
weak. How often it becomes a rut. What is there enough reason 
time and again to let it penetrate into us what we really pray 
for in this prayer. When the martyr Perpetua was thrown before 
the wild animals, she prayed aloud the Lord's prayer. She 
understood how also in this last plea-ground the only comfort 
comes to us anew. Your praying is being carried by God's 



kingship, it receives from God the power and it looks forward 
to God's glory. Father, we pray, let that continue to comfortus 
and encourage us in the middle of the struggle to remain standing 
in this godless world. 

3. The last question of this Lordsday is: What does the word 

Amen mean? The Catechism used to say "little word amen". 

It wanted to say with this: it is only a small word, that last 

word of the Lord's prayer, but what a deep meaning does it have. 

It is an Aramaic word that the Greek writers of the gospel have 

not translated. It apparently was already copied untranslated 

in the first christian congregation from the synagogue. 

It means: it is sure, it cannot be moved, you can depend on 

it. Christ himself is called in the bible the Amen. Your 

confession implicates it in answer 127 to the hearing of our 

prayers. It says this so nicely: For God has much more certainly 

heard my prayer than I feel in my heart that I desire this of 

Him. What does Christ assure you that hearing powerfully in 

the words in Matthew 7, shortly after He had taught his diciples 

the Lord's prayer, and He spoke to them: Ask and it will be 

given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will 

be opened to you. For everyone who prays, receives and who 

seeks, find, and who knocks, it shall be opened. 

Also this belongs to the eternal comfort. Now Christ has bought 

me with his precious blood, God will also hear my prayer. 

I am His and He does not let his children's prayers go unheard. 

yes, I have not deserved this. But the firm ground on which 

1 base the hearing of my prayer does not lie in me, but in God's 
trust. So with this Lordsday 52 the discussion of the perfect 
prayer is closed. Also that of the Catechism. Amen we say to 
the part of the misery. Amen also too that of the redemption 
and also: amen to the part of the thankfulness. For no matter 
how many promises God has made, they are Yes in Christ. And 

so through Him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. 

( 2 Corinthians 1 verse 20 ) For Christ himself is the "Amen" 

the faithful and true witness( Revelations 3 verse 14) 

He himself in his own person is our only comfort. 

That comfort we were allowed to proclaim to you for 52 Sundays. 

Soon you begin again on a new series. Someone has once said: 

a church that does not live with the Catechism, can be written 

off as dead. There is much to this. Not because that this booklet 

is perfect, but because it is a glorious and simple summary 

of all the promises and commandments of God. When the old devout 

preacher Hermann Kohlbrugge laid on his deathbed, he cried out 

just before he died: the simple Heidelberg, the simple 

Heidelberg, hold on to that my children. That this also has 

been given to us in this chaotic and often godless age. 

And: Praise to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who does alone 

does marvelous deeds. Praise be to his glorious name forever; 

may the whole earth be filled with his glory. 



Amen and Amen. (Psalm 72: 18,19) 



